
 
 
March 3rd, 2026 
 
The Honorable Chair Matt Haney 
Assembly Committee on Housing and Community Development 
1020 N Street, Room 156 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Juan Carrillo 
Assembly Committee on Local Government 
1020 N Street, Room 157 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Assemblymember Haney and Assemblymember Carrillo, 
 
Permit Power and SPUR are proud co-sponsors of AB 1738 (Carrillo), legislation to expand the 
use of Remote Virtual Inspections (RVIs) for a defined set of simple, low-risk permits and 
projects statewide. 
 
California faces an urgent housing affordability crisis and an equally urgent need to accelerate 
climate resilience and clean energy deployment. Outdated permitting and inspection 
processes–particularly long wait times for routine inspections that take 5-15 minutes–are quietly 
but significantly driving up costs, slowing new housing production, and delaying clean energy 
upgrades for California families. 
 
Remote inspections are a proven, cost-effective solution. RVIs allow building inspectors to 
conduct inspections using live video, recorded video, or photos for eligible projects such as 
water heaters, HVAC systems, solar and battery installations, minor electrical and plumbing 
work, ADUs, and re-inspections. These inspections maintain full safety and code compliance 
while reducing unnecessary travel, scheduling inefficiencies, and backlogs. 
 
Remote inspections are already working across California. At least 19 jurisdictions, small and 
large–including Los Angeles County, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Berkeley, Santa Rosa, and 
Placer County–use RVIs for portions of their inspection workload. Statewide and national 
authorities, including the International Code Council, HUD, and the National Fire Protection 
Association, have issued standards and best practices supporting their use. Other states, 
including Texas and Florida, have authorized or required remote inspections in statute. 
 
The evidence is clear: 



 
●​ Contractors routinely wait hours for inspections that take minutes, adding $600–$1,000 

per inspection in standby and administrative costs. 
●​ RVIs save inspectors, contractors, and homeowners as much as 3 hours per inspection 

by eliminating travel time and reducing idle gaps. 
●​ Jurisdictions report conducting significantly more inspections per day, reducing backlogs, 

and improving predictability for contractors and homeowners. 
●​ Compliance and pass/fail rates for remote inspections are comparable to in-person 

inspections when used for appropriate project types and paired with quality controls. 
●​ RVIs free up limited inspection capacity to focus on new housing construction and 

post-disaster rebuilding–directly supporting faster, lower-cost housing production. 
 

This is a crucial tool if California wants to meet its electrification and housing construction goals. 
RVIs remove friction at critical bottlenecks for electrification and renewable energy projects, 
reduce vehicle miles traveled, and help accelerate deployment of heat pumps, solar, and 
resilience retrofits. 
 
This bill takes a balanced, common-sense approach. It preserves inspectors’ discretion to 
require in-person inspections when warranted, standardizes eligibility and best practices 
statewide, and ensures safety and accountability through clear protocols and oversight. 
 
Modernizing inspections is one of the fastest, lowest-cost ways California can cut red tape, 
lower housing and clean energy costs, and make government work better for residents and local 
agencies alike. We respectfully urge your support for this legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Colleen Corrigan 
Sustainability and Resilience Policy Manager 
SPUR 
 
Nick Josefowitz 
CEO 
Permit Power 


