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SPUR’s research, education, and advocacy drive outcomes for
Bay Area cities. We play an important role in passing state bills
and local legislation to build more affordable housing, improve
public transit, reduce carbon emissions, strengthen hazard
resilience, and make city government more effective.

San Francisco Introduces Plan to Allow
Apartments in All Neighborhoods
Mayor Lurie proposed the Family Zoning
Plan to address the city's failure to meet
its housing obligations under state law.
Rooted in decades of SPUR research and
advocacy, the plan would allow

.SPUR
briefed elected officials and held a

hands-on workshop for citizen advocates.

Governor Signs Historic SPUR-
Sponsored Bill for Housing Near Transit
Governor Newsom signed four SPUR-
sponsored housing bills, including Senate
Bill 79 (Wiener). This major win for both
housing and transportation ensures
minimum zoning for multifamily housing
near transit in urban counties.

will help boost
transit ridership, cut traffic and pollution,
lower household costs, and expand
access to jobs.

State Passes Two Bills to
Streamline Housing
Governor Newsom signed two budget
trailer bills, Assembly Bill 130 (Wicks) and
Senate Bill 131 (Wiener), that enact major
California Environmental Quality Act
reforms to

SPUR’s research on
permitting reform shaped AB 130. The
new laws streamline approval processes
and expand exemptions for urban infill,
residential development, and more.

San Francisco Makes Progress on
Revitalizing Downtown

To advance post-pandemic recovery in
San Francisco, SPUR formed a working
group to explore

Meanwhile, the city implemented all
six of our recommendations to acceler-
ate the

These conver-
sions will provide workforce housing and
support for small businesses and cultural
organizations while increasing office
space value and tax revenues.

Transportation

SPUR and Partners Secure

$750 Million Loan for Transit

With COVID relief funds ending next
year, Bay Area transit operators face a
looming crisis. SPUR campaigned
alongside senators Wiener and Arreguin,
securing $750 million in state loans for
transit agencies. When the loans were at
risk, SPUR and our partners organized a
call campaign, a rally, and a media push,
prompting the Newsom administration
to reaffirm its commitment.

SPUR Advocacy Puts Regional Transit
Measure on the Ballot

SPUR was pivotal in shaping Senate Bill
63, which enables a regional funding
ballot measure to address transit’s
long-term fiscal needs. SPUR worked
with bill authors Wiener and Arreguin
and transit agency staff, provided

testimony, coordinated advocates, and
steered decision-makers toward
compromise. The bill's passage creates
the potential for a five-county regional
transportation sales tax on the
November 2026 ballot.

State Reauthorizes Cap-and-Invest
With Funding for Transit

The California legislature reauthorized
the state’s Cap-and-Invest Program
through 2045. SPUR advocated to
protect transit relief funds, maintain and
expand revenues for transit, housing,
and sustainability, and allow more funds
for transit service and maintenance. The
adopted package substantially maintains
funding for core transit and affordable
housing programs.

California Extends Fast Track for
Climate-Friendly Transportation
SPUR’s years of research and advocacy
to exempt green transportation projects
from review under the California

Environmental Quality Act paid off with
passage of Senate Bill 71. Legislation we
helped pass in 2020 created a temporary
exemption, allowing almost 100
climate-friendly projects to advance
more quickly and at lower cost. SPUR
co-sponsored SB 71, which extends the
measure to 2040.

Sustainability and
Resilience

State Takes Up SPUR Recommendations
on Fossil-Free Homes

The California Public Utilities Commission
adopted several recommendations from
SPUR’s Solving the Panel Puzzle in its
building decarbonization proceedings.
Our recommendations will help utility
customers switch their homes from
fossil fuels to clean energy without
making expensive electrical panel and
service upgrades.
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Bay Area Cities Accelerate

Green Building Codes

Ten Bay Area cities adopted energy-
efficiency and sustainability building
codes that exceed state requirements.
SPUR helped develop and advocated for
several of these “reach codes,” so named
because they “reach” beyond minimum
requirements, creating a model for other
cities. The changes include requiring new
home air-conditioning systems to be
high-efficiency heat pumps and improv-
ing support for home electrification.

SPUR Research Supports Federal
Groundwater Rise Bill

Rep. Kevin Mullin introduced the federal
Groundwater Rise and Infrastructure
Preparedness Act, which would direct the
U.S. Geological Survey to study the

EMERGENCY TRANSIT FUNDING RALLY

infrastructure and public health impacts
of groundwater rise and recommend
mitigation strategies. SPUR’s report Look
Out Below, produced with our partner
Nuestra Casa, helped introduce this
important legislation.

San Francisco Ordinance Addresses
Building Collapse Risk

San Francisco passed an ordinance
requiring seismic evaluation of concrete
buildings and adopted voluntary retrofit
standards for them. While not the
retrofit mandate we hoped for, this
necessary first step will increase
awareness of seismic risks and empower
property owners to act. SPUR
participated in the city’s Concrete
Building Working Group and testified in
support of the ordinance.

Governance
and Economy

SPUR Research Helps Shape San
Francisco Charter Reform

Acting on a SPUR recommendation,
Mayor Lurie reorganized his office,
creating four new director positions to
increase collaboration, transparency,
and effectiveness. The city then formed
the Commission Streamlining Task Force,
which is considering additional SPUR
proposals. Most recently, San Francisco
launched a comprehensive charter-
refresh process, to which our Charter for
Change report contributes 10 ideas to
improve outcomes, access, and
accountability.

SPUR Facilitates Oakland Mayor's
Charter Review

SPUR’s report Balancing Oakland’s
Budget examined the causes of Oakland’s
structural deficit and recommended
actions for fiscal solvency and economic
growth. Our ideas included changes to
the city charter to establish clearer lines
of decision-making authority. Mayor Lee
launched a working group to consider
these changes, improve the management
of city finances, and strengthen
accountability. She tapped SPUR and the
League of Women Voters of Oakland to
co-facilitate the group.

San Francisco Enacts SPUR
Contracting Recommendation

SPUR'’s Purchasing Power report offered
recommendations to improve San
Francisco’s procurement process and
make it a core part of the city’s strategy
to deliver more equitable services. Our
research contributed to the Board of
Supervisors' unanimous vote to adopt a
streamlining measure already under
consideration: simplifying processes for
contracts under $230,000.

SPUR BY THE NUMBERS
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STATE BILLS
LOCAL LAWS

88 1
4,509

ATTENDEES

CONVENINGS,
Z 4 TOWN HALLS,
AND WORKSHOPS
SERVED ON

boards,
commissions,
task forces, and
working groups

MEDIA
64+ MENTIONS




