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Augmented Reality Tour
POSTCARDS FROM THE FUTURE, 
SAN FRANCISCO 2125
Imagine a postcard sent from San Francisco 100 years in the 
future. What might someone write back and what images would they send to describe 
how the city has responded to sea-level rise in the 22nd century? 

Postcards from the Future, San Francsico 2125 is a guided augmented reality tour along 
the historic shoreline, beginning at SPUR and ending at the Ferry Building. The project 
invites the public to explore the past, present, and potential future transformations of the 
city’s shoreline by visualizing place-based changes at 8 designated locations. While many 
coastal cities are planning for a projected sea-level rise of 3-7 feet by 2100, high projection 
models show a potential 16 feet rise by 2150.  As it is unknown how fast the ice sheets 
will melt, combined with the additional effects of increased flooding due to more extreme 
weather events, tidal cities around the world will need to plan for uncertainty.

The project seeks to inspire collective optimism and empower informed action by refram-
ing the challenges of sea-level rise as an opportunity for design innovation. By providing a 
platform to exchange knowledge and enable creative discourse about future sea-level rise, 
Postcards from the Future speculates on how San Francisco can develop a long-term 
planning framework that supports climate change resilience and biodiversity. This is a win-
win strategy that increases the role of nature-based solutions that embrace tidal ecologies 
and biophilia in urban environments.

Disclaimer: The content contained in “Postcards from the Future” are speculative fictions 
created by Gabriel Tenaya Kaprielian. Their intended purpose is to inspire the imagination 
by considering different scenarios and strategies for sea-level rise adaptation. The images 
are artistic renderings and do not explicitly reflect the scientific findings or stance of any of 
the partner organizations. Site locations of present photographs are approximations of the 
location in the historic images.

AR Installation Anatomy: 

Postcard from the Future

AR Tour Map

Historical Information

Past, Present, Future GIF
Site Number

Contextual Information
and Questions

Host Marion
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Augmented Reality Instructions

Step 1

Download 
Adobe Aero

Step 1

Scan 
QR Code

Step 3

Wait to Load

Step 5

Pan Device
(side to side)

Step 4

Point Camera in the 
Direction of Photo 

for 
Augmented Reality

Installation

Step 6

Find Surface
(use ground)

Step 7

Tap Ground
(3-5 feet infront)

Step 8

View Installation
(walk up to it)

Take photos and 
videos (tag us!)

@gabriel.kaprielian
@spur_urbanist
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Site 1: Mission + New Montgomery 

Augmented Reality Installations
Augmented Reality

.gif video

Site 2: Mission + 1st Street Augmented Reality

.gif video
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Site 3: Market + 1st Street Street Augmented Reality

.gif video

Site 4: Battery + Pine Street Augmented Reality

.gif video
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Site 5: Pine + Montgomery Street Augmented Reality

.gif video

Site 6: Montgomery + Clay Street Augmented Reality

.gif video



Adapting Waterfronts: Postcards from the Future, San Francisco 2125 Gabriel Tenaya Kaprielian

Site 7: Davis + Sacramento Street Augmented Reality

.gif video

Site 8: Market + Spear Street Augmented Reality

.gif video
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Please provide a short reflection of your 
experience to share with us on the Google Form.

Thank you!


