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What are today’s big challenges? 
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Transit Reliability

(Photo: SounderBruce)



Business Vibrancy

(Photo: Eric Eidlin)



Auto-Oriented Design
Non-public-serving ground f loor uses

(Photo: Eric Eidlin)



Freeway Barriers 
(Photo: Eric Eidlin)



Auto-Oriented Design
(Photo: Eric Eidlin)



Auto-Oriented Design
(Photo: Chronicle / Paul Chinn)



Weak sense of place
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Gaps in urban fabric (“terrains vagues”)

(Photo: Jessica Zenk)



Allocation of Street Space
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What would it take for people to feel a 
sense of pride in Santa Clara Street?

(Photo: Eric Eidlin)
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What do we have to learn from Paris?

• Deep experience rethinking one of the world’s greatest streets

• Multi-disciplinary approach (transportation, business, placemaking)

• Looking backwards in order to look forward

• Focus on “cool cities” design treatments

• Sophisticated methods for analysis and measuring success

• Inspiration!



Project Process

DOWNTOWN 
TRANSPORTATION 

PLAN

Adopted by City 
Council, November 

2022

SANTA 
CLARA ST. 

SYMPOSIUM

April 24, 
2023

PUBLIC 
EVENT

September 
2023

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

fall 2023



Anticipated Public Engagement

Existing Conditions

Early 2024

Alternatives 
Development

Spring 2024

Alternatives 
Refinement

Summer 
2024

Plan Review

Early 2025

+ Formation of Community Working Group and Technical Advisory Committee
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