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Policy
Centers = Hubs for Complete 
Neighborhoods (2035 
Comprehensive Plan)

• Designate centers to anchor each 
district with services

• Growth focused in centers and 
corridors

• Interconnected system - centers 
are hubs for transit and active 
transportation, with connections 
to downtown and employment 
areas
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Foster centers as:
Walkable places with 
concentrations of

●    Neighborhood businesses

●    Community services

●    Housing

●    Public gathering places

Part of climate action strategy 

Prioritized for community economic 
development, affordable housing, 
transportation improvements

Policy



Analysis
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Portland Plan (2012)

Objective:  80% of Portlanders 
live in complete neighborhoods 
by 2035

Complete Neighborhoods 
Analysis:  Assess presence of 
commercial and community 
services plus infrastructure for 
walking, bicycling, and transit

Monitoring: Assess progress 
every 5 years

Analysis areas
Most anchored by a commercial hub
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Equity
All districts anchored by a center 
providing local access to services.
Everyone should be able to benefit 
without being displaced.
● Community economic development 

focused on lower-income areas

● All buildings with 20+ units must include 
affordable units 

● Housing bond produced over 1,800 
affordable units

● Prioritize infrastructure and transit 
improvements in deficient areas with 
disadvantaged populations

● Bonuses for affordable commercial space

● Anti-Displacement Action Plan

East Portland Centers  
Prioritized for infrastructure 
improvements, community 
economic development



Hierarchy of Centers
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Center Planning:
Parkrose Neighborhood Center

Center plans designed to respond to the needs 
of their communities.

Parkrose (2022)

• Plan co-created with community

• Outreach led by community-based 
organizations, focus on youth engagement

• Plan document in six languages

• Prioritizes affordable housing, economic 
opportunity

• Microenterprise / resilience hubs

• Early implementation:  “pop-up 
market”/community space



• Planning for light rail transit

• Focus on vulnerable communities, 
including East African immigrants

• Partnerships with community 
organizations

• Emphasis on equitable development

• Rezones for more multi-family housing, 
while preserving existing affordable 
apartments

• Pedestrian / bicycle connections

• Plans for multicultural marketplace
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Center Planning:
West Portland Town Center (2022)


