
Freeway Rethink
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Agenda

1. San Francisco Freeway Revolts

2. Goals & Values

3. US-101 Cesar Chavez to 5th

4. Central Freeway

5. Next Steps & Discussion
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Freeway Revolts
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Freeway Revolts

1960s



5

Freeway Revolts

1990s
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Tunnel Top Parks
Octavia Boulevard
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Presidio Parkway
Tunnel Top Parks
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ǩ4ÜÙæÙ ÕæÙ ÕæÙÕç ëÜÙæÙ 

the number of square feet 

of asphalt in a city ought 

to go down, and we ought 

to be supporting that kind 

of right -sizing if a local 

community sees that 

èÜÕèǨç ÖÙâÙÚÝ×ÝÕà Úãæ èÜÙ 

àãâÛ èÙæáǑǪ

ȐSecretary Buttigieg, 

March 2021

USDOTLeadership
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Goals and Values



Cities across 
America are 
rethinking 
freeways that 
rip apart
neighborhoods.



CARS
PEOPLE

Promoting Health and Livability over Auto Convenience



Fundamental Values

Visionary 
Placemaking

Environmental 
Resilience

Economic 
Opportunity

Equitable 
City -Building

for Reclaiming Urban Freeway Infrastructure

1 2 3 4



Equitable 
City -Building
Å Facilitate inclusive 

engagement between 

residents, stakeholders, and 

policy -makers

Å Prioritize livability for our 

most vulnerable communities

Å Produce attainable and 

affordable housing

Å Repair neighborhood social 

fabric

710 Freeway Reclaim Project, Pasadena, CA

Credit: Moule & Polyzoides Architects & Urbanists



Visionary 
Placemaking

Å Create accessible public 

space

Å Enable demographic and 

socioeconomic mixing

Å Enhance health & 

wellbeing of the people  

and the community

Octavia Boulevard (Central Freeway Removal), 

San Francisco, CA



Environmental 
Resilience

Å Prioritize the needs of 

transit -dependent 

communities

Å Create safe, all -ages, 

people -powered mobility 

options

Å Infuse nature and open 

space

Hudson River Greenway (West Side Highway), New York, NY



Economic 
Opportunity

Å Ensure a fiscally 

responsible approach

Å Leverage value capture

Å Invest in the long -term 

economic success of 

communities of color

Å Increase access to capital 

for local business and 

entrepreneurs Boston Central Artery, Boston, MA



US-101 Cesar Chavez to 5th



19

Opportunity
Reclaiming Lost Land

Å2.2 miles of Bayshore Curve and 
Hospital Curve from 5 th Street to 
Cesar Chavez Street

Å1 mile of Central Freeway 



US-101 Configuration



1938

San Francisco
Pre-Freeways


