
Preventing Wildfires Through Good 
Housing Policy





We’ve built places where the most convenient way to get 
around is the private automobile



We’ve made it harder and harder to build in existing 
neighborhoods.



People search for more affordable housing options at the 
edge of the region.



…in places that make them vulnerable to hazards such as 
wildfires.





Climate impacts, including wildfires, are more severe for 
low-income communities and communities of color



Data Sources: Association of Bay Area Governments 
(http://resilience.abag.ca.gov/open-data); California’s Fourth Climate 
Change Assessment (2018) 
(https://cal-adapt.org/tools/slr-calflod-3d);CAL FIRE, Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones (FHSZ) 
(http://frap.cdf.ca.gov/project/hazard/hazard.html); FEMA via ABAG 
(NFIP Attributes A, AE, AH) 
(https://www.fema.gov/pdf/floodplain/is_9_complete.pdf) 

Our region faces 
multiple threats 
from fires, 
flooding and sea 
level rise



But we can define 
where growth can 
grow to help us 
build in a safer, 
more 
environmentally 
sound and 
equitable manner. 




