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Driver 1: Less Imported Water 



Driver 2: Limits on Ocean Discharge 

“… locally generated pollution 
has the  potential to accelerate 
the rate at which coastal waters 
are acidifying, especially in semi-
enclosed waters like estuaries 
and bays.” 



Driver 3: Easier Desalination/Reuse

The World Bank (2019)



Driver 4: Urban Adaptation Investments



A Few Predictions…

• Population growth will be matched by improved water 
use efficiency (~25% for each). 

• Climate change will stress imported water and drive 
investments in non-traditional supplies.

• Sea-level rise adaptation will create opportunities for 
infrastructure improvements.

• Water providers will continue to struggle with decaying 
infrastructure, earthquakes fires and affordability.


