
Cycle Superhighways 
in Denmark’s 

Capital Region
Project manager David Gaarsdal Rønnov

SPUR 
July 29, 2020



Copenhagen

The Capital Region

11 mi
24 mi
32 mi

104 mi
154 mi
423 mi

466+ mi





ROUTES KNOWLEDGE

ORGANISATION

INNOVATION

COMMUNICATION



ROUTES















HOW TO MAKE A CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY

1. ACCESSIBILITY
2. DIRECTNESS
3. COMFORT
4. SAFETY/SECURITY



HOW TO MAKE A CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY







ROUTES
• A regional, recognisable 

infrastructure
• Upgrading existing cycle 

infrastructure
• A route is never finished
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14%

FORMER CAR COMMUTERS



30%



Shortest
4.0 mi

Longest
9.1 mi

7.5 mi

AVERAGE TRIP LENGTH

9.6 mi*

*Average length of commutes for people in 
employment in the Capital Region

6.8 mi
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SOCIO ECONOMIC GAIN – INTERNAL RATE OF RETURN
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KNOWLEDGE

ORGANISATION

INNOVATION

COMMUNICATION

• 23 % increase in bicycle traffic

• 6.8 mi is the average trip length

• One of the most socio-

economically beneficial 

infrastructure projects in DK

Motivation: 
Exercise and 

time efficiency

• A regional, recognisable 

infrastructure

• Upgrading existing cycle 

infrastructure

• A route is never finished

ROUTES



ORGANISATION







29
municipalities and 

the Capital Region in 
a unique 

collaboration

MUNICIPALITY ROAD AUTHORITY ON MUNICIPAL ROADS

REGION NO ROAD AUTHORITY

STATE ROAD AUTHORITY ON STATE (NATIONAL) 
ROADS

KØGE

HALSNÆS



TRAFFIC PLANNERS 
IN THE MUNICIPALITIES

Traffic safety
Development of district plans

Construction
Excavation permit
Climate planning

Maintenance
Mobility planning

Etc.

THE OFFICE FOR CYCLE 
SUPERHIGHWAYS

STRATEGY & CONCEPT

ANCHORING

IMPLEMENTATION

DEVELOPMENT & 
INNOVATION

→ USER EXPERIENCE



The Capital 
Region

75%
470,000 

dollars/year

The Cycle 
Superhighway 
Collaboration

(Office)

28 
municipali-

ties

25%
160,000 

dollars/year



State

0-
50%

27 MILLION 
DOLLARS

CYCLE 
SUPERHIGHWAY 
(INFRASTRUCTURE)

61 MLLION 
DOLLARS

29 
municipalities

50-
100%

34 MILLION 
DOLLARS



26 MILLION DKK ; 6%

164 MILLION DKK; 39%

230 MILLION DKK ; 
55%

INVESTMENTS IN THE CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAYS 
SO FAR

Region State Municipalities





“It's not just in the Capital Region that cycling 
is important, it's in all of Denmark. Cycling a 
few miles to work on a bicycle is relatively 
normal. But if we are to act seriously 
concerning our climate, health and congestion 
challenges, cycling must also be attractive on 
the longer distances. 

That’s why the Cycle Superhighway 
Collaboration and the work that the 27 
mayors have thrown themselves into and with 
really great results is extremely important. 
And their recommendations will be included in 
the upcoming discussions about a national 
investment plan. 
We take the environment and climate into 
account when planning the infrastructure of 
the future, and that requires investment in 
cyclism. " 

- Minister for Transport, Benny Engelbrecht
- Politiken Byrum, 5. november 2019: 

Anbefaling fra 26 kommuner: Staten skal
styrke cykling på tværs af kommuner

https://politikenbyrum.dk/Nyheder/art7477115/Staten-skal-styrke-cykling-p%C3%A5-tv%C3%A6rs-af-kommuner


ORGANISATION
INNOVATION

COMMUNICATION
• Communication influences users as 

well as decision makers

• New infrastructure takes time to 

manifest itself

• The story has to be told over and 

over again

• Planning at a regional level is crucial 

• State funding is fundamental

• Set a common strategy and standard

• Bicycle innovation is light 

years behind

• Necessary to stay in 

progress

• A route is never finished

KNOWLEDGE
• 23 % increase in bicycle traffic

• 6.8 mi is the average trip length

• One of the most socio-

economically beneficial 

infrastructure projects in DK

• A regional, recognisable 

infrastructure

• Upgrading existing cycle 

infrastructure

• A route is never finished

ROUTES



WANT TO READ MORE?

https://supercykelstier.dk/english/

https://supercykelstier.dk/english/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WnSmUlPvPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpVaaihA8nE

https://vimeo.com/355082221

VIDEOS: 
TESTIMONIALS AND HEALTH CHECKS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WnSmUlPvPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpVaaihA8nE
https://vimeo.com/355082221


THANK 
YOU!

Project manager
David Gaarsdal Rønnov

iq38@kk.dk
+45 2148 7938

Website: 
https://supercykelstier.dk/english/

mailto:iq38@kk.dk
https://supercykelstier.dk/english/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/supercykelstier/
https://supercykelstier.dk/english/
https://www.instagram.com/supercykelstier/
https://facebook.com/supercykelstier

