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THE PRESIDIO  
TODAY

1,491acres

433 historic buildings

991 acres of open space

300acre forest planted by the U.S. Army

24 miles of trails

330 native plant species

7,000
people living and working in thepark

200+ tenant organizations

A NATIONAL PARK

AT THE GOLDENGATE





1816





Courtesy of the San Mateo County Historical Association







How do we know what was here?



Rurik-Expedition 1816
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▪▪ 1972: The Golden Gate National Recreation Areais created  

with the stipulation that the Presidio will join if the Armyleaves

▪▪ 1994: U.S. Army lowers its flag

▪▪ 1996: Bipartisan legislation creating the PresidioTrust

is approved by Congress and signed by President Bill Clinton

POST TOPARK





















Thanks to Bancroft Library



Crissy Field









US Coast Survey Chart, 1869.























Photo Alan Hopkins



Quartermaster Reach



2016 Future



Olympia oysters 
(Ostrea luurida)



Eastern Oyster Cultivation
in San Francisco Bay



















>300 Native Plant Species

12 Native Plant Communities 

6 Endangered Plant Species

323 Bird Species

21 Land Mammal Species

5 Reptile Species

4 Amphibian  Species

28 Butterfly Species

THE PRESIDIO 
TODAY

A BIODIVERSITY HOTSPOT

AT THE GOLDEN GATE



Renewing the Landscape



Measuring Our Success



Engaging the Community



Educating Kids





https://timemachine.presidio.gov/

https://timemachine.presidio.gov/




Taming the wild

The famous spectacle of a combat between a bear and a bull had been promised to 
us. On the 21st, ten or twelve soldiers went over to the northern shore, in the shallop [an 
open boat fitted with oars] of the Mission, in order to capture bears with the lasso... In the 
evening of the 22nd, the hunters brought in a small bear. As for the bear which was to fight on 
the following day, he remained all night in the shallop, having his head and mouth free, 
contrary to custom, that he might be fresher for the combat... All night, great fires burned on 
the land at the back of the harbor, the natives are in the habit of burning the grass, to further 
its growth.

On the 23rd, the bear-baiting took place, on the beach. Unwilling and bound as the 
animals were, the spectacle had in it nothing great or praiseworthy. One pitied the poor 
beasts, who were so shamefully handled...




