
What do we mean by “urban design”?

– NOT architectural style
– NOT aesthetics
– NOT broader land use program



The INTEGRATION of buildings, streets, and open 
space into places that work for PEOPLE.
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The INTEGRATION of buildings, streets, and open 
space into places that work for PEOPLE.



what’s so hard about that?
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Walkability: the measure of success



1. fine-grained pedestrian circulation

TYPICAL graphics courtesy of Gensler
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2. orient buildings to streets and open space
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how buildings work together to define streets and spacesurban design is about…



3. organize uses to support public activity

TYPICAL
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how uses bring spaces to lifeurban design is about…



4. place parking behind/below buildings

TYPICAL
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artfully accommodating the autourban design is about…



5. address the human scale with building 
and landscape detail

TYPICAL
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physical comfort and legibilityurban design is about…



6. provide clear, continuous pedestrian access
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welcoming the pedestrianurban design is about…



7. build complete streets
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SPUR Lunch Time Forum
Urban Design 201

Heidi Sokolowsky

Urban Field Studio



Urban Field Studio is: ● We are a small team of architects 

and urban designers

● We bring all planning aspects 

together and translate them into 

physical spaces

● We know how development 

works and are advocates for high 

quality urban environments, 

buildings, and public spaces

● We work with cities and 

agencies, and the private sector



How we can help



from small scale ...



to large scale ...



and in between ...



and in between ...



Challenges in Urban Design



Parking & Transportation



Bay Area Mode Share:

Drive Alone 64.5%
Carpool 10.2%
Transit 11.9%
Walk   3.7%
Bike   1.8%
Other                1.7%

Work from 
Home:  6.3%

For comparison:
Barcelona Mode Share:

Drive  27.0%
Transit 39.0%
Walk 32.0%
Bike   2.0%





















Photo by Rainer Bobsin 















Community Engagement



Workshops & Charrettes



Urban Design Education



From this ...



to this?




