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What if cities were places 

that didn’t “cope” with 

winter but made the most 

of it? Cross-country skiing 

is a recreational sport, sure, 

but can also work for 

commuting. Edmonton, for 

example, even has a 

Ski2LRT (“ski to light rail”) 

program to solve for the 

last mile in the snow.

Scooters might be getting 

all the attention right now 

but people have been using 

skateboards to get from 

A to B since they were 

invented in the late 1940s 

by California surfers who 

were looking for something 

to do when the waves 

were flat.

3,783 Asian elephants are 

estimated to live in 

captivity in Thailand 

alone—and the majority of 

them work in the tourism 

sector. Though it’s possible 

today to ride an elephant, 

it’s a bit of an ethical 

quagmire.

It is – and was always – 

hard to look cool on a 

Segway. But the success of 

scooter companies like Bird 

and Lime owe a lot to the 

electric vehicle pioneer. 

Segway’s founder Dean 

Kamen is now considered 

to be a micro-mobility 

visionary.

The first rickshaws, an 

inexpensive mode of 

transportation across Asia, 

were generally pulled by 

one man carrying one 

passenger. Over time, cycle 

rickshaws (also known as 

pedicabs or trishaws), auto 

rickshaws, and electric 

rickshaws came along, and 

have replaced, for the most 

part, the original pulled 

variety.

Did you know that the U.S. 

Department of 

Transportation approves an 

application submitted by 

Santa Claus for special air 

transportation operating 

authority on Christmas 

Eve? (Though in 2011, Santa 

took a Prius).

Ziplines are mostly 

relegated to thrill-seeking 

tourists these days but in 

the past they functioned as 

a form of infrastructure: in 

remote places where 

bridges were too expensive 

to build and bodies of 

water to treacherous to 

swim in, zip wires provided 

a way (albeit a rather 

dangerous one) across. A proposed mode of 

passenger and/or freight 

transportation made 

famous by Tesla's Elon 

Musk. It is, depending on 

whom you ask, the future 

of travel or the worst 

amusement park ride ever 

invented.

Did you know that the 

“light “ in light rail is used 

in the sense of "intended 

for light loads and fast 

movement", rather than 

referring to physical 

weight?

This seemingly innocuous 

form of transit – basically a 

high occupancy vehicle – 

was a catalyst for 

gentrification and 

displacement debates in 

the early 2000s, a topic 

referred to in at least one 

master’s thesis as “The 

Google Shuttle E§ect.”
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For centuries, the gondola 

was a major means of 

transportation within the 

canals of Venice, Italy. Now 

it's mostly a floating tour bus 

— albeit still charming — 

and now also available at the 

Hotel Venice in Las Vegas.
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More a recreational mode 

of transport than a 

utilitarian one, there are 

some lucky folks in places 

like Bainbridge or Bermuda 

that are lucky enough to 

commute by sailboat.

Gondola

Airboat

Pontoon Boat

Sailboat

Canoe

Raft

Water Taxi

Hovercraft

Ferry

Personal Watercraft

Boats and Ships

Kayak Jet Ski

Its name originates from the 

Greenlandic word qajaq. The 

kayak has been around since 

the late 16th century but its 

form and function have been 

gradually optimized over the 

decades, resulting in kayaks 

made from fiberglass or 

rotomolded plastic; there’s 

even a foldable one.
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This small commercial 

aircraft used for short 

flights on demand sounds 

futuristic but Merriam 

Webster points to 1919 as 

the first year the term was 

used.
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Flyboard Jetpack

A device worn on the back 

which uses jets of gas or 

liquid to propel the wearer 

through the air. Though the 

concept has been present 

in popular culture (pulp 

magazines, James Bond, 

Star Wars, Minority Report) 

for almost a century, we 

are still waiting for what we 

were promised.

Airships, also known as 

dirigibles were all the rage 

until one infamously caught 

fire in 1937. A safer albeit 

on the ground version 

using the same method of 

construction (monococque) 

can be experienced in the 

Airstream trailer.

In hydroflying,  water jet 

propulsion is used to create 

sustained flight where lift 

and movement are 

controlled by a person 

riding on a propulsion 

device.The Flyboard 

enables one to, well, 

hydrofly.

There is a Reddit thread 

with a guy asking why he 

can’t commute from the 

east bay to San Francisco 

by jet ski. He got over 100 

replies including, “What’s 

stopping you?”
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