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knightfoundation.org/articles/speak-up-san-jose



How do we 
design 

successful 
public spaces?



ABN AMRO Headquarters Plaza, London



PPG Place, Pittsburgh



Empire State Plaza, Albany



Pershing Square, Los Angeles



City Hall Plaza, Boston



Piazza del Campo, Siena



Tonight’s Agenda:

• Short presentations


• Moderated discussion + Q & A


• Workshop


• Report out 



Tonight’s Presenters:

• Tim Rood / City of San Jose


• Thang Do / Aedis Architects


• Christine Laing / Gensler


• Benjamin Grant / SPUR



Tim Rood / City of San Jose





























Thang Do / Aedis Architects



Naples,	Italy



Rome,	Italy



The	High	Line,	New	York



Transbay	Transit	Center,	New	York



Times	Square,	New	York



Bryant	Park,	New	York



Hochiminh	City,	Vietnam



Hochiminh	City,	Vietnam



Mercato	Centrale,	Florence,	Italy



Transit	Hub,	New	York



Christine Laing / Gensler

















Benjamin Grant / SPUR



























WRT





“It is difficult to design a 
space that will not 

attract people. What is 
remarkable is how often 

this has been 
accomplished.” 

-William H. Whyte (1988)




