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Housing and Civil Rights 

¤  Housing is used to control access to schools and other 
systems.  

¤  Passing the Fair Housing Act was harder than fighting 
segregation in schools or employment. 

¨  Explicit racial measures etched segregation into the 
geography, and it is perpetuated by “race-neutral” 
policies and practices.  
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Subsidized White Flight to Suburbs 
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Segregation Persists Today 
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Systemic Attack on Exclusionary Zoning 

¨  1980: California Housing Element Law 

¤ Fair Share Requirement 

¨  Every City and County Must:  
¤  Identify or Rezone Sites for Multi-Family Housing 
¤  Identify and Address Constraints on Housing 

Development 
¤ Adopt Housing Policies & Programs 
¤ Plan for Affordable Housing Preservation 
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Urban Habitat v. City of Pleasanton 

¨  40,000 in-commuters 
¨  Proposed growth: 40,000 jobs; 

3,000 homes 
¨  Housing Cap; Failure to Rezone 
¨  2010 Settlement  

¤  Rezone three sites near BART for high-density residential use, 
including at least 130 units affordable to very-low income 
households  

¤  New Housing Element  
¤  Affirmative steps to support affordable housing for families with 

children 
¤  Attorneys’ fees 
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Pleasanton: Statewide Impacts 
8 



Sam	Tepperman-Gelfant	
Deputy	Managing	A.orney,	Public	Advocates	Inc.	
stepperman-gelfant@publicadvocates.org	
	
www.publicadvocates.org	
Facebook:	PublicAdvocates	
Twi.er:	@publicadvocates	

Thank you! 
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