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Types of Food Vending 
Stationary cart  Food Truck  

Push cart Group site (“food pod”) 



Summary 
• From 2001- June, 2017, the City of Oakland permitted food vending from trucks on 

private property, and pushcarts on sidewalks, in a limited area: the Fruitvale 
neighborhood, and central and east Oakland commercial streets: International, 
Foothill, Fruitvale, San Leandro. Oakland was one of the first cities to permit food 
vending.   
 

• In 2011, the City began permitting “group sites” twice a week in Downtown, North 
Oakland and West Oakland. 
 

•  Newly adopted regulations expand the areas for all types of food vending, 
addresses enforcement and permitting issues, and expands economic opportunity.   



Vending Program Area, 2001-2017 



Adopted new Food Vending Area - 2017 



New Food Vending Program 
Type One: Food Trucks and Trailers on Private property 
 

• Will be permitted in commercial and industrial areas, Citywide 
• Buffer distances apply from food vendors, schools and restaurants (300’) 
• Previously permitted vendors (2001-2017) are given priority for locations 
• Limited number of permits in first year of program (75) 



New Food Vending Program 
Type Two: pushcarts and stationary carts on Private property, and on sidewalks 
 

• Will be permitted in commercial and industrial areas, Citywide 
• Stationary carts are now permitted 
• Preference for wider sidewalks (10’ or greater) 
• Buffer distances apply from food vendors, schools and restaurants (300’) 
• Previously permitted vendors (2001-2017) are given priority for locations 
• Limited number of permits in first year of program (75) 



New Food Vending Program 
Type Three: Food trucks and trailers on public streets 
 

• City to select 25 locations on the street right of way 
• Buffer distances apply from food vendors, schools and restaurants (300’) 
• No spaces selected on Broadway or International Blvd 
• Popular locations will have multiple vendors per week, in shifts 



New Food Vending Program 
Type Four: Group sites (“food pods”) 
 

• Program expanded to all Council Districts, on selected streets 
• Two or more trucks allowed 
• Vendors on private property have no duration limitations  
• Buffer distances apply from food vendors, schools and restaurants (300’) 
• Organizers can apply up to five locations 



Food Vending maps 



Food Vending near schools 



Food Vending near schools 

• With permission from OUSD Nutrition Services for sales of “Healthy Food,” 
vendors may operate closer than 300 feet from a school 
 

“Healthy  foods” include, but are not 
limited to: Fruits; Non-fried vegetables; 
dairy foods; food made from nuts, 
seeds, legumes, cheese; foods made 
from whole grains; foods which do not 
contain trans-fat.  Beverages for sale in 
this definition include: water (preferred 
beverage); 100% fruit or vegetable 
juice; nonfat and 1% milk (including 
nonfat chocolate milk); and non-dairy 
milk, such as soy.  No sugar-sweetened 
beverages are in this definition.  
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