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PURSUING AN IDEA

Mike Linksvayer 2011

Occupy 980

I'm in agreement with Timothy B. Lee’s posts a month ago that urban
freeways are not needed and harmful, but whether any particular urban
freeway ought be actively taken down depends. (Of course no more
ought be built and nearly all existing ought not to have been built.)

Lee's posts got me thinking about which of Oakland's freeways ought
be torn down first.

The map above gives a pretty good idea of Oakland freeways. Clockwise
from the top there’s 80/580 going north into Berkeley, 24 into a tunnel
through the hills, 580 and 880 continuing on for a long way to the
southeast and into San Leandro (there's also 13 in the hills connecting
24 and 580, the only segment completely off-map), and 80 across the
bay to San Francisco. Then there’s 980 connecting 24 and 880. 980 is
the obvious segment to go:

» Traffic volumes on 980 are less than any of the others (excepting
13).

» 980 cuts West Oakland off from downtown, and causes the former
tobe letely encircled by fr
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DURABLE GROWT, TRANSPORTATION
Tear down 980 to transform Oakland’s
geography

by Chiistopher Sensenig, December 30th, 2013 < 18 comments.
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The Existing Condition:

Interstate 980, adjacent city streets and on-ramps currently
create an 18 lane, 550 ft wide barrier dividing West Oakland
and Downtown. Only 6 city streets connect over 980
between 6th St. and San Pablo Avenue, a 3/4 mile stretch.

The Idea:

From 6th Street to West Grand Boulevard, transform 980,
one of the Bay Area's least used freeways, into a multi-way
boulevard to reconnect West Oakland to Downtown.

The Benefits:
West Oakland to
(6 new street connections)

Create a new “Front Door” to Downtown
Improve walkability of West Oakland

New land for development
(17+ acres, 11+ new city blocks)

Increase land value on edge of Downtown and in West
Oakland

Opportunity for new BART line
New connections to Howard Terminal
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A vision to reconnect neighborhoods and connect cities



1-980 Development Timeline

1-880 reopen.
1-980 reduced
to original use

Grove-Shafter FWY Construction
plan proposed; begins
features second

trans-bay element.
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Loma Prieta: |-880 Daily Traffic on

West Oakland Urban Renewal: Federal funds secured, collapses; I-980 used 1-980 plummets

redlined as “high-risk” “Blight” Remediation interstate designation as central freeway to below |00K.
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20x Average Daily Traffc: 1:980

The Cost of Building 1-980
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42 acres 503 ouses 155 trees 4 churches 22 businesses 1 42jobs
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1978 — PHOTOGRAPH BY CATHERINE WAGNER






TOMORROW?




THE PRESENT CONDITION

IR EE AR
i ian

. MLK]r. Jefferson
Way Street S
| | ] | |
LT 410 Tao T 230 46 | 40 45 | 320 Iss 1 33 IEL

West Oakland Downtown Oakland






0
(=)
o
@)
L
12
O
-4
L
O
L
<
O
<
-
(®)
Ll
<
<
O
(®)
L
s 4
<
o
L
>




Transform an underutilized freeway into vibrant,
livable infrastructure for Oaklanders

Reconnect West Oakland to Downtown

Improve the Health and Well-Being of Oakland
Residents

Create New Publicly-Controlled Land for Future
Improvements

Increase Land Values and Tax Revenue along the
1-980 Corridor
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Solidify Oakland as the Transportation Center of the
Bay Area

Improve the Resiliency of the Bay Area’s
transportation system.

Increase Transbay capacity.

Seamlessly connect the East Bay to the Peninsula
and beyond

Allow for 24-hour Transbay service



