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Berkeley 
Streetside Food 



Oranges 



Passion fruit on chain-link fence 



Figs  



Blackberries  



Sidewalk 
Orchard 

Pear, apricot, lemon, clementine, and apple 



Food Security 
Daily access to adequate, 
safe, affordable and 
nutritious food 

What is food security? 



Food Security 
Daily access to 
adequate, safe, 
affordable and nutritious 
food 



27% of American 
adults consume 
the recommended 
daily servings of 
vegetables 

33% meet the 
recommendation 
for fruits 

The new Food Pyramid 



Food Security 
Daily access to adequate, 
safe, affordable and 
nutritious food 



199 persons infected across 26 states - 
CDC 

Spinach 2006: E. 
Coli 



Peppers 2008: 
Salmonella 

1,442 persons infected across 43 states - 
CDC 



714 persons infected across 46 states - 
CDC 

Peanuts 2008-09: 
Salmonella 



Alfalfa 2009: Salmonella 

235 persons infected across 14 states - 
CDC 



“Salmonella 
is now 
completely okay 
for all Americans 
to enjoy.”  

“FDA Approves Salmonella” – The Onion 



Food Security 
Daily access to adequate, 
safe, affordable and 
nutritious food 



How many calories can one buy for $1.00? 



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
1990 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14% 

(*BMI ≥30, or ~ 30 lbs. overweight for 5’ 4” person) 



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
1991 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%   



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
1992 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%   



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
1993 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%   



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
1994 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%   



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
1995 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%   



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
1996 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%   



 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%   

Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
1997 



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
1998 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%   



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
1999 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%   



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
2000 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%   



 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%  

Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
2001 



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
2002 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%  



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
2003 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%  



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
2004 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%  



 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%           ≥30%  

Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
2005 



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
2006 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%           ≥30%  



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
2007 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%           ≥30%  



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
2008 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%           ≥30%  



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
2009 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%           ≥30%  



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
2010 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%           ≥30%  



Obesity Trends Among U.S. Adults 
1990 vs. 2010 

2010 

1990 

 No Data          <10%           10%–14%      15%–19%           20%–24%          25%–29%           ≥30%  



CDC’s remedy? EAT MORE FRUIT & 
VEGGIES!!!  

Obesity increases risk of: 
Coronary heart disease 

 Stroke 

 Type 2 diabetes 

 Cancers of the breast, colon, 
stomach, esophagus, and kidney 

 



People are rediscovering an affinity for fresh food  

Fascination & 

   Demand 



Source: Leopold Center, Ames, Iowa – 
Food, Fuel, and Freeways 

Greater greenhouse gases, less gustatory delight  

Food Miles 



“U-Pick” 

Folks are seeking an agrarian experience  



Few children today have seen it  



Tomato Vine 

Guerilla 
Gardeners Others demand food be accessible to the public   

Extremist 



Fresh produce is obviously in high demand   

“Keep Out” 



Public Space   

   Public Officials  

      Public Policy 



Provo 
City Hall Veggies 



Cubicle-germinated seedlings 



Workin’ the dirt 



Potatoes, tomatoes, peppers, beans, cukes, 
melons 



Montpelier 
Aesthetic Edibles 



Red lettuce, kale, chard, cabbage, and beet 
border 



Baltimore 
More City Hall Food 

1,500 lbs. of food, and that is just the Spring crop! 



Madison 

A Capitol Cornucopia 



Seattle 
Median Munchies 



Invasive weeds in a neglected street median 



Community gathering around community food   



Community gathering around community food   



Food, not Drugs   



33 fruit trees planted in a neighborhood park  



Calgary 
Public Orchards 

Apples, pears, apricots, cherries, hazelnuts & 
more   



“Food system planning is the responsibility of local government.” 

Chicago & S.F. say to the world: 



Food 
 Literacy 

Map of publicly accessible fruit – Los Angeles   



Want public produce? - “There’s an App for That”   



Kamloops 
Helpful Tips 

What is this? Is it ready? How do I pick & prepare it? 



Use digital & social media to get the message out 

    



Teaching urban school kids about food 

Edible Education 



But who does the dishes?   

“Seed-to-Table” 



Kid Tested, Mother Approved! 
Public Produce 


