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A. POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHICS

1. Population Change

San Francisco has seen an increase in population and jobs in recent years. The 2010 Cen-
sus counted over 805,235 San Franciscans while the Association of Bay Area Governments 
(ABAG) estimated some 568,720 jobs in the City. 

The 2012 American Community Survey estimated San Francisco’s population to be about 
807,755. ABAG projects continued population growth to 981,800 by 2030 or an overall 
increase of about 174,045 people who will need to be housed over the next 18 years (Table I-1 
and Figure I-1). Household growth, an approximation of the demand for housing, indicates 
a need for some 72,530 new units in the 18 years to 2030 just to accommodate projected 
population and household growth (Table I-1).

2000 2010 2020* 2030* 2040*

Total Population 776,733 805,235 890,400 981,800 1,085,700

Population Change 52,774 28,502 85,165 91,400 103,900

% Population Change 7.3% 3.7% 10.6% 10.3% 10.6%

Household Population 756,976 780,971 863,800 952,500 1,051,100

% HH Population Change 8.2% 3.2% 10.6% 10.3% 10.4%

Households 329,700 345,811 379,600 413,370 447,350

Households Change 24,116 16,111 33,789 33,770 33,980

% Households Change 7.9% 4.9% 9.8% 8.9% 8.2%

SOURCES: Census Bureau, ABAG, Projections 2013

SOURCES: Census Bureau, ABAG Projections 2013
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Population Trends and ABAG 
Projections, San Francisco, 
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1980–2040
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2 BEDROOM APARTMENT

AVERAGE RENT$4,214

AFFORDABLE TO A HOUSEHOLD MAKING

190% AMI OR 176K ANNUALLY

>20% OF SAN FRANCISC0
HOUSEHOLDS EARN THIS



SAN FRANCISCO
HOUSING METER

In his State of the City Address, Mayor Lee set forth the 

goal of creating 30,000 new and rehabilitated homes 

for San Franciscans by 2020.  He pledged at least 

one-third of those to be permanently affordable to low 

income families, and the majority of those within 

financial reach of working, middle income families.  

This meter counts housing projects as they are 

completed, so we can track our progress.

2020 GOALS
PERMANENTLY
AFFORDABLE30%

MIDDLE
INCOME50%

HOUSING
UNITS30,000

JANUARY 2014

SEPTEMBER 2014
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CITY INVESTMENT

$96 MILLION OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS

PERMANENTLY AFFORDABLE NEW HOMES THIS YEAR
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Significantly Scale  

Middle-Income Housing 

Production 

Prime Affordable 

Production Pipeline for 

2017 – 2020 and Beyond 

Long-Term Mission 

Driven Capital:  

~15 year, mezz level 

<5% debt 

Low Cost & Nimble Land 

/ Site Acquisition Funds: 

<5-7 year, <3-4% acq. 

finance 

 Strategic project-based 

approach vs. revolving fund 

 Leverage density bonus, public 

sites, mixed-income model 

 Public-Private SF Housing 

Catalyst Fund for site 

acquisition 

 


