




Project-level ridership analysis 

• We tested how the average daily ridership 
on a project was affected by hundreds of 
measured factors 



















Summary of results and comparison 
with previous studies 

• We used aggregate demand models to 
investigate the impact of indicators on 
ridership and PMT  

• Population and employment density were 
highly predictive of transit ridership 

• The combination of indicators are more 
influential than on their own 

• We found some often-cited predictors of 
success to be insignificant 



Conclusion 

• This evaluation method is not meant to replace 
existing processes of planning, but to provide 
additional information that is consistent for all 
regions in the United States 

•  If a corridor or project is shown to have good 
potential for attracting ridership 
commensurate with its cost, it may be 
appropriate to conduct more detailed corridor-
level planning studies 












