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For the first time in history, 
the majority of the world’s 
population resides in cities.  
And by 2050, more than  
75 percent of us will call  
cities home.
 

SPUR works to make the major 

cities of the Bay Area as livable and 

sustainable as possible. Great urban 

places, like San Francisco’s Dolores 

Park playground, bring people 

together from all walks of life.
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It will determine our access 
to economic opportunity, 
our impact on the planetary 
climate — and the climate’s 
impact on us. If we organize 
them the right way, cities can 
become the solution to the 
problems of our time.

We are hard at work retrofitting 

our transportation infrastructure 

to support the needs of 

tomorrow. Shown here: the new 

Transbay Transit Center, now 

under construction.
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Cities are places of collective 
action. They are where we invent 
new business ideas, new art 
forms and new movements for 
social change. 

Cities foster innovation of all kinds. 

Pictured here: SPUR and local 

partner groups conduct a day-

long experiment to activate a key 

intersection in San Francisco’s  

Mid-Market neighborhood.
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We have the resources, the 
diversity of perspectives and 
the civic values to pioneer  
a new model for the American 
city — one that moves 
toward carbon neutrality 
while embracing a shared 
prosperity.

San Jose City Hall reflects the 

innovation culture of Silicon Valley 

and the city’s forward-thinking 

2040 Plan. SPUR is working 

closely with San Jose on its vision 

to retrofit low-density, suburban 

neighborhoods for a more 

prosperous and sustainable future.
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With more than 200 public events 

and exhibitions each year, SPUR 

invites Bay Area residents to  

get involved in the processes that 

shape our region’s future.

Since 1910, SPUR has been 
bringing people together  
to generate ideas and action  
for a better city. Join us. 
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SPUR San Jose

Year One Kicks Off

Our first year of work 
in San Jose brought 
together a robust 
community of South Bay 
urbanists. 

We launched public programs and built 
partnerships with local organizations. We 
weighed in on local planning issues and 
made our first policy recommendations. 
And, most significantly, we started three 
long-range policy initiatives to shape the 
future of San Jose and the South Bay.

According to the Association of Bay Area 
Governments, San Jose will add more new 
residents in the coming decades than any 
other city in the region. 

The shape that growth takes will help 
determine the sustainability, livability and 
economic vitality of the entire Bay Area. 
San Jose faces a particular set of challenges 
— shared by many American cities — as it 
considers how to retool environments that 
were built for the automobile in order to 
support walking, cycling and transit. The 
conversations and projects we initiated this 
year address this goal from many angles.

Creating Great Places
Envision San Jose 2040, the city’s ambitious 
new general plan, calls for 470,000 new 
jobs and 120,000 new housing units over 
the next 30 years. The plan also reimagines 
the city’s suburban landscape as walkable, 
mixed-use neighborhoods that provide 
services close to homes, jobs and transit. 
In support of Envision San Jose, SPUR’s 
Urban Design Task Force launched a policy 
initiative to:
• Identify what stands in the way of creating 

excellent, walkable urban places 
• Rethink policies and practices that were 

developed in a car-friendly era 
• Recommend policy changes that will 

improve urban design outcomes

Rethinking Downtown
We kicked off our policy work on the future 
of downtown San Jose with an article in The 
Urbanist exploring the history of downtown 
and the forces that have undermined 
its position over time. Next we began 
developing policy recommendations to:
• Fill downtown’s streets and buildings with 

 people, investment and activity
• Build on downtown’s investment in urban 

design and transportation infrastructure
• Strengthen downtown as both a central 

business district and hub for arts, culture, 
entertainment and living

Setting a Transportation 
Agenda
Santa Clara County’s automobile 
dependency comes at increasing social 
and environmental costs, and a growing 
percentage of residents are frustrated with 
their transportation options. After a series 
of workshops to identify challenges, SPUR 
introduced a policy initiative to:
• Work with the Santa Clara Valley 

Transportation Authority to improve 
transit services and create new 
transportation solutions

• Build public demand for a more urban, 
car-optional environment

• Recommend new policies, tools and 
technology to support this shift

• Take strategic advantage of the $10 billion 
in transit investment that will come from 
BART’s expansion to San Jose, plans for 
bus rapid transit and the electrification of 
Caltrain

Policy Impacts in 2012–13
In our first year, SPUR shaped debates and 
influenced policy decisions. We:
• Relaunched the Urban Catalyst Team, 

a group of downtown business and 
government leaders, to help implement 
downtown revitalization

• Supported the extension of the high-rise 
incentive program, which encourages 
dense housing development downtown

• Developed strategies to strengthen 
new planning code requirements for 
development projects, suggesting policy 
tools that would help reduce dependence 
on driving

• Successfully advocated to locate a bus 
rapid transit station in front of city hall to 
improve connectivity and demonstrate 
San Jose’s commitment to transit

• Improved the design of planned bus rapid 
transit stations downtown to integrate 
them with the streetscape and make them 
more welcoming and functional

Building Community: 
Public Programs at SPUR 
San Jose
Kick off date: May 2012
Number of programs in our first year: 50
Number of participants: 1,500+ 

Highlights
• Our launch party at San Pedro Market 

Square (pictured above)
• Biking and walking tours with city leaders
• Talks by prominent design and planning 

authors
• Forums on:
 urban design
 social networks and transportation
 high-speed rail
 employer shuttles
 high-rise urbanism
 urban amenities for suburban campuses
 and much, much more

Venue and Program Partners 
During our first year, with no permanent 
venue in San Jose, we relied on dozens of 
partner organizations to host and co-sponsor 
our events. Our heartfelt thanks to:

Adobe
AIA Santa Clara Valley 
American Planning Association, California 

Chapter Northern
Camera 12 Cinemas
Certificate in Real Estate Development 

Program, San Jose State University
City of San Jose
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library
Greenbelt Alliance
Heritage Bank of Commerce
Island Press
Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino 

Americana (MACLA)
PechaKucha San Jose
San Jose Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio
San Jose Downtown Association
San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art
San Jose Museum of Art
San Jose Repertory Theatre
San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber of 

Commerce
San Jose State University 
San Jose State University Urban Planning 

Coalition
San Pedro Square Market
Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition
Silicon Valley Creates, formerly known as 

1stACT Silicon Valley
URS Corporation
TransForm
ZERO1 Garage

In early 2012, more than 500 urbanists joined us at San Pedro Market Square to celebrate 
the opening of SPUR San Jose.
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Community Planning
http://www.spur.org/centralcorridor

http://www.spur.org/urbandesignlessons

http://www.spur.org/takedown280

http://www.spur.org/sfwaterfront

Our goal: Build great neighborhoods.

San Francisco has made 
substantial transportation 
investments in the Central 
Corridor neighborhood in recent 
years. The $1.6 billion Central 
Subway project will add to 
existing transit services such 
as the 4th and King Caltrain 
station, the N Judah Muni line 
and many frequent local buses. 

All of this makes the Central 
Corridor the ideal place to locate 
new jobs and housing. In early 
2013, the San Francisco Planning 
Department released a draft 
of the Central Corridor Plan, 
a multi-year effort to update 
zoning and encourage new 
development. While the plan is a 
great step in the right direction, 

it doesn’t go far enough in 
concentrating housing and 
especially jobs in this transit-rich 
location — one of the key areas 
in San Francisco, and the region, 
where going big makes sense. 
SPUR continues to advocate for 
higher-density jobs and housing 
in the parts of this plan area that 
are closest to transit.  

A New Jobs District for San Francisco

San Jose: A City of Urban 
Villages
In late 2011, San Jose adopted an ambitious 
new general plan to guide the city’s 
evolution into a more urban, transit-
oriented and livable place. The plan seeks 
to channel growth into designated areas 
along major corridors, including 70 “urban 
villages” — dense, walkable hubs with a mix 
of jobs, retail and housing. The city is now 
embarking on an urban-village planning 
process to translate the general plan’s 
development targets into great urban places 
that enhance San Jose’s neighborhoods and 
the city at large. SPUR is working with city 
leadership to help shape the urban-village 
planning process and identify policies and 
design principles that support the laudable 
goals of the general plan.

Transforming the SF 
Waterfront
In recent decades, San Francisco’s 
waterfront has been home to some of 
the city’s most transformative projects, 
including Mission Bay, AT&T Park, China 
Basin and the South Beach neighborhood. 
Today the waterfront is once again where 
many of the city’s largest and most exciting 
development proposals are taking shape, 
including Seawall Lot 337/Pier 48 (also 
known as Mission Rock), Pier 70 and the 
Warriors’ stadium. At the same time, 
the Port of San Francisco and the Bay 
Conservation and Development Commission 
(BCDC) are initiating a series of planning 
studies to look at the open space system 
between Fisherman’s Wharf and China 
Basin Channel. These studies will include 
the future locations of several open water 
basins, which will provide public access 
to the water. SPUR will continue to work 
with the port and BCDC to help make our 
waterfront more accessible to everyone. 

 

Taking Down I-280
After the Embarcadero and Central 
freeways were severely damaged in the 
Loma Prieta earthquake, San Francisco took 
a tragic situation and turned it into a great 
urban planning success story: the creation 
of the Embarcadero and Octavia Boulevard. 
San Francisco now has another opportunity 
to take down a freeway while creating major 
transportation infrastructure improvements 
in an important area of the city. Currently, 
the stub end of Interstate 280 creates a 
barrier between the developing Mission Bay 
neighborhood and Potrero Hill. At the same 
time, the 19-acre Caltrain rail yard forms 
a barrier between Mission Bay and SoMa. 
SPUR released a report showing how these 
challenges can be addressed with a few 
dramatic moves that could transform this 
divided part of the city while generating 
funding for several key regional transit 
projects, including high-speed rail and the 
extension of Caltrain into downtown San 
Francisco. 
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Disaster Planning
http://www.spur.org/retrofitlaw

http://www.spur.org/onsolidground

http://www.spur.org/resilientcity

http://www.spur.org/disasterplanning

Our goal: Make our cities resilient in  
a major earthquake.

In early 2013, San Francisco 
Mayor Ed Lee signed the 
mandatory soft-story retrofit 
program into law. SPUR has long 
advocated for this legislation, 
which requires upgrades to 
many of the city’s soft-story 
buildings, those with large 
ground-floor openings that 

make them vulnerable to 
damage or even collapse in an 
earthquake. An estimated 2,800 
buildings — home to roughly 
58,000 people and 2,000 
businesses — have soft-story 
conditions. The city estimates 
that between 43 and 85 percent 
of them would be tagged as 

“unsafe” after a magnitude 7.2 
earthquake on the San Andreas 
Fault, and a quarter of those 
would be expected to collapse. 
The new retrofit law is a huge 
win for SPUR, the result of many 
years of dedicated advocacy to 
help make San Francisco more 
resilient in a major earthquake. 

Big Win   SF Passes Earthquake Retrofit Law

Putting the Bay Area on 
Solid Ground
When a major earthquake strikes the 
Bay Area, it could take months to re-
establish essential services and years to 
rebuild. Successful recovery will depend 
on whether or not we make good land 
use planning decisions now. Cities that 
lay the groundwork for rebuilding — by 
continuously updating their general plans 
and zoning codes before a major disaster 
— will be in a much better place to begin 
a conversation with residents about a 
recovery vision. And by making regulatory 
changes now, governments will have the 
tools they need to facilitate recovery. 
SPUR’s latest Resilient City report, On Solid 
Ground, provided recommendations for 
work to be done before the next earthquake 
occurs, as well as important steps to take 
afterward as we begin to rebuild.

Lifelines to a Resilient 
City
In 2009, San Francisco followed a 
recommendation from SPUR’s Resilient City 
initiative and convened a Lifelines Council 
to explore what steps need to be taken 
to strengthen the city’s crucial “lifeline” 
systems — water, power, transportation 
and communications — so that they 
perform well in an earthquake. In 2012, the 
Lifelines Council continued to study the 
interdependence among different lifelines 
in order to expedite response and recovery 
after an earthquake. This interdependency 
study is scheduled to be completed in late 
2013. 

A Plan to Make San 
Francisco Safer
This year San Francisco adopted an update 
to the community safety element of the 
city’s general plan. The policies in this 
element of the general plan aim to facilitate 
community resilience and encourage 
programs that will help us prepare for and 
recover from a major earthquake. Many of 
the ideas from SPUR’s Resilient City reports 
made their way into the update, most 
notably our concept of “resilience” — that 
is, a city’s ability to recover from a major 
earthquake.
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Economic Development
http://www.spur.org/businesstax

http://www.spur.org/hollywoodsilicon

http://www.spur.org/sharingeconomy

http://www.spur.org/economicdevelopment

Our goal: Lay the foundations of 
economic prosperity –– for everyone. 

For years SPUR, the San 
Francisco business community 
and others argued that the 
city’s payroll tax deterred job 
growth and should be changed. 
Finally, in November 2012, San 
Francisco voters approved a 
major restructuring of the city’s 
business tax. The new measure 

replaces San Francisco’s payroll 
tax with a gross receipts tax, a 
more common and more stable 
tax structure found in cities 
throughout California. In addition 
to replacing a tax on job creation 
with a tax on overall revenues, 
the measure lowers taxes for 
many by broadening the number 

and kind of businesses that pay 
the tax. The careful crafting of 
the measure by a broad coalition, 
including SPUR, resulted in a tax 
that still generates significant 
local revenue but does so in a 
less economically harmful way. 

Big Win   SF Passes Business Tax Reform

Hollywood vs. Silicon 
Valley: Integrating Two 
Economic Clusters 
SPUR made a new case for the economic 
benefit of high-speed rail in California 
by arguing that the trains will not only 
link major urban centers throughout the 
state, they will also specifically connect 
Silicon Valley and Hollywood — two 
iconic economic brands. While previously 
distinct economically, the entertainment 
and technology industries are converging. 
Connecting the two regions via high-
speed rail could further strengthen this 
convergence — and its economic benefit. 
SPUR published this research (and a related 
report on how California could pay for high-
speed rail without any additional federal 
support) and presented it at a national 
seminar held by America 2050.

 

Investing in the Future 
Workforce
Upgrading the skills of the Bay Area 
workforce is a key to making the region 
competitive in the national and international 
economies. This year, recognizing the 
need to approach skills and workforce 
development from a regional perspective, 
SPUR kicked off a major initiative focused 
on finding better pathways to move low- 
and moderate-wage Bay Area workers into 
middle-income and middle-skill jobs. The 
project brings together stakeholders from 
government, business, labor, community 
groups, transportation, workforce 
development and other fields to produce an 
economic development strategy for the Bay 
Area that has support from leaders across 
the region.

The Sharing Economy 
Booms
For well over a decade, SPUR has been a 
proponent of services that allow people to 
share resources for both environmental and 
economic benefit. The past few years have 
seen a major rise in the “sharing economy” 
and “collaborative consumption,” terms 
that describe this growing phenomenon. 
In 2012, as companies like Airbnb (house 
sharing), Uber and Lyft (ride sharing) 
gained currency, the conversation turned 
to whether these businesses can, or should, 
conform to existing regulations, including 
the hotel tax and taxi licensing rules. SPUR 
took a lead role in making the case for a new 
policy agenda that would rethink outdated 
regulations and support the growth of the 
sharing economy. 
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Good Government
http://www.spur.org/parksbond

http://www.spur.org/voterguide2013

http://www.spur.org/ggawards2013

http://www.spur.org/goodgovernment

Our goal: Support local government.

More than 72 percent of San 
Francisco voters supported 
Prop. B on the November 2012 
ballot, the third in a series of 
parks bonds to help the San 
Francisco Recreation and Parks 
Department rectify years of 
deferred maintenance driven 

by budget reductions. Funding 
for city parks and open spaces 
has long been an important 
part of the SPUR agenda. Our 
2011 Seeking Green report 
identified funding strategies to 
keep San Francisco parks open 
and maintain facilities built or 

renovated with bond funds. 
While SPUR supported this 
one-time bond, we hope the 
department’s next effort will be 
a more permanent solution to 
its $30 million annual operating 
deficit.

Big Win   SF Voters Pass Parks Bond

 

Celebrating Good 
Government
SPUR’s annual Good Government Awards 
recognize City of San Francisco employees 
whose exceptional performance has made 
them models for other agencies and cities 
around the country. The 2013 ceremony 
honored Ted Egan of the Controller’s Office, 
Jaime Flores-Lovo of the Department 
of Public Works, Lea Militello of the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, 
Michelle Ruggels of the Department of 
Public Health, and the San Francisco Police 
Department’s Crime Data Warehouse Team.

 

Early Results: Ballot 
Reform Is Working
San Francisco’s notoriously long local 
ballots have gotten a little shorter in recent 
years. In three of the last four elections, 
there were between five and eight local 
measures. By comparison, ballots from 
2000 to 2008 had between nine and 22 
measures each election. The change is 
partially the product of a 2007 charter 
amendment that SPUR sponsored after 
the November 2006 election, when seven 
measures were placed on the ballot the 
day before it was finalized — without public 
hearing, analysis or review. SPUR built a 
coalition to reform the ballot process by 
requiring the mayor or Board of Supervisors 
to introduce measures earlier in the process. 
This small change has led to a reduction 
in local measures, particularly those that 
involve ordinances and policy declarations 
that could be passed by the board. We don’t 
know what future ballots will hold, but we 
are cautiously optimistic that supervisors 
will pass laws on issues they can control and 
spare voters the chore of wading through 
dozens of complex issues.

 

Getting Out the Vote
Every election, SPUR empowers San 
Francisco voters with in-depth analysis 
of local measures by our Ballot Analysis 
Committee and Board of Directors. We 
researched, analyzed and debated nine local 
measures in 2012, two in June and seven 
in November. At the fall ballot box, voters 
supported our endorsements across the 
board, including several issues core to SPUR’s 
agenda: reform of the city’s business tax and 
bonds for affordable housing and parks. 
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Housing
http://www.spur.org/housingtrustfund

http://www.spur.org/buildingboom

http://www.spur.org/projectreview

http://www.spur.org/housing

Our goal: Make it affordable to live here.

After a year of work by SPUR 
and other housing advocates, 
San Francisco voters approved 
the Housing Trust Fund in 
November 2012. This measure 
provides a permanent source of 
funding for affordable housing, 
encourages the creation of 
moderate-income housing and 

stimulates the production of 
market-rate housing. Over 30 
years, the Housing Trust Fund 
will generate more than $1.2 
billion for affordable housing 
for very low- and extremely 
low-income households. At the 
same time, the measure provides 
incentives for private developers 

who build below-market-rate 
housing on the site of market-
rate housing developments to 
fulfill their inclusionary housing 
obligation. SPUR was honored 
to help bring this measure to the 
voters and secure its passage at 
the ballot. 

The Future of Public 
Housing
In December 2012, the federal government 
notified the San Francisco Housing 
Authority (SFHA) that it has been declared 
“troubled” — the lowest classification 
prior to placing an agency under federal 
receivership. SFHA owns and manages 
5,400 public housing units and administers 
10,000 Section 8 subsidies throughout 
San Francisco. In early 2013, the city 
took steps to begin a re-envisioning 
process to determine the future of the 
agency. SPUR participated in the process, 
along with residents, nonprofit service 
providers, affordable housing developers, 
local labor unions and private-sector 
development experts. We also began work 
on recommendations for improving San 
Francisco’s ability to provide high-quality 
housing to public housing residents. At the 
same time, we continued to support the 
redevelopment of SFHA’s most troubled 
housing developments through San 
Francisco’s HOPE SF program.

A New Building Boom 
Emerges
More than 4,220 units of housing began 
construction in San Francisco in 2012 — 
following a year in which just 269 net units 
were added. After years of underbuilding, 
new housing and commercial construction 
began booming again in San Francisco. 
Years of work on neighborhood plans 
(including zoning changes in the Eastern 
Neighborhoods, the Market and Octavia 
Better Neighborhoods Plan and the Transit 
Center District Plan) are paying off as new 
construction moves forward in transit-
served areas and in neighborhoods that 
support greater residential density. While 
neighborhood plans can take years to be 
adopted, they are critical for laying the 
groundwork for thoughtful growth. SPUR 
fought hard for all these plans, and we are 
very pleased to see their implementation 
now moving forward.

Great Design Makes 
Great Neighborhoods
Through our Project Review Committee and 
our public programming, SPUR celebrates 
great design and works to support the 
practical application of urbanist principles. 
This year we reviewed great San Francisco 
projects such as 8 Octavia and Parcel 
P (both mixed-use housing projects on 
Octavia Boulevard), as well as 100 Van Ness, 
the transformation of an outdated office 
building into housing. We also worked with 
the San Francisco chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects and the San Francisco 
Housing Action Coalition to produce events 
exploring what makes projects work at 
different scales — how small, medium and 
large projects can all help enhance the 
urban fabric. 

Big Win   Voters Secure Funds for Affordable Housing 
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Regional Planning
http://www.spur.org/siliconvalleyindex

http://www.spur.org/planbayarea

http://www.spur.org/urbanwork

http://www.spur.org/regionalplanning

Our goal: Concentrate growth inside 
existing cities.

What are the economic benefits 
of governing the Bay Area as 
if it were a single economic 
region? This question formed 
the basis of a special analysis 
SPUR wrote for the annual 
Index of Silicon Valley. Every 
year since 1995, Joint Venture: 
Silicon Valley and the Silicon 
Valley Community Foundation 

have produced this data-rich 
indicators report on all aspects 
of Silicon Valley life, from 
jobs to housing production to 
graduation rates. SPUR’s special 
analysis examined issues that 
cannot be sufficiently addressed 
at the local level: job sprawl, 
fiscal inequities, limited housing 
production, the fragmentation of 

our region’s 27 transit operators, 
climate change and sea level 
rise. SPUR presented the results 
at the annual State of the Valley 
conference, and we continue 
to use the work to inform our 
regional advocacy agenda.
  

The Silicon Valley Index  

Planning for a Growing 
Bay Area
SPUR has long called for the Bay Area to 
produce a regional plan. California’s 2008 
land use and climate change law (SB 375) 
required regions to produce plans that 
align transportation spending with land 
use planning in ways that reduce per capita 
greenhouse gas emissions. The Bay Area’s 
version, called Plan Bay Area, was finalized 
in 2013 after three years of development. 
Throughout the process, SPUR weighed in 
on many aspects of the plan. We are pleased 
with the final plan, including key priorities 
such as directing nearly all growth into 
existing urbanized areas and investing 87 
percent of transportation spending in existing 
systems. The plan and its environmental 
impact report also identify needed policy 
changes that SPUR supports: pricing regional 
roads in new ways, making changes to the 
carpool network, reducing the transit capital 
shortfall and identifying a replacement for 
California’s defunct redevelopment agencies. 
No plan is perfect, but we stand by our 
strong endorsement of Plan Bay Area. 

The Urban Future of 
Work
Early in 2012, SPUR released a major 
report, The Urban Future of Work. In the 
still-recovering economy, we argued 
that bright spots existed for firms in the 
knowledge sector that embraced the 
benefits of urbanism, including proximity 
to suppliers, opportunities for collaboration 
and amenities for employees. This year 
we saw our recommendations borne out 
as more companies gravitated to urban 
locations: Rents skyrocketed and vacancies 
declined in many of the areas closest to 
regional transit, particularly near Caltrain 
stations on the peninsula and in key areas 
of San Francisco. Meanwhile, SPUR shifted 
to implementing the ideas in our report. 
We advocated for retrofitting corporate 
campuses by adding urban characteristics 
and amenities, and we supported the City 
of Mountain View’s general plan update, 
which adopted some of these concepts. 
While we were unsuccessful in our call to 
mix land uses and allow housing in the 
North Bayshore area — home to Google, 
LinkedIn, Intuit and other major firms — we 
are pleased that the overall plan supported 
greater employment densities.

Putting Jobs and Homes  
Near Transit
Despite the billions we’ve invested in transit, 
too few of the region’s jobs and homes 
are convenient to public transportation. 
One of SPUR’s key goals is to encourage 
more development near transit stations, 
particularly in urban centers. We continued 
this advocacy in 2012 by leading a 
series of walking and biking tours in San 
Francisco, Oakland and San Jose. We gave 
presentations on best practices in transit-
oriented planning, with a particular focus on 
locating employment near rail stations. And 
we briefed the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority staff on the opportunity to use 
station-area development to help finance 
portions of the high-speed rail system.
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Sustainable Development
http://www.spur.org/futureproofwater

http://www.spur.org/hetchhetchy

http://www.spur.org/publicharvest

http://www.spur.org/oceanbeach

Our goal: Reduce our ecological 
footprint and prepare for climate 
change.

This year we published a major 
policy report on the future of 
the Bay Area’s water supply: 
an in-depth review of one 
key way the region needs to 
prepare for climate change. 
More than two-thirds of the 
Bay Area’s water is imported 

from outside the region, which 
makes it vulnerable to periodic 
drought and the risk that an 
earthquake will damage the 
infrastructure that transports 
the water. Meanwhile, the Bay 
Area will add 2 million new 
people by 2040: growth that 

will require water. SPUR’s report 
Future-Proof Water evaluated 
whether we have the water we 
need to support this growth 
and recommended ways we can 
meet our needs most sustainably 
and reliably in the future.  

Safeguarding Our Water for the 21st Century

  

Better Access to Urban 
Agriculture
In 2012, SPUR kicked off its food systems 
and urban agriculture policy program by 
advocating to expand the use of public land 
for urban agriculture in San Francisco. The 
resulting report, Public Harvest, received 
extensive press coverage, including a 
front-page article in the San Francisco 
Chronicle. The recommendations in the 
report motivated policy reform during the 
summer, with the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors unanimously passing legislation 
that makes the city’s spending on urban 
agriculture more efficient and accountable, 
expands access to public land and increases 
resources for city gardeners and farmers. 
SPUR has actively tracked the progress 
of the legislation’s implementation and 
provided input to various agencies as the 
city establishes its new urban agriculture 
one-stop shop. 

Addressing Climate 
Change at Ocean Beach
In the spring of 2012, SPUR delivered the 
Ocean Beach Master Plan, a landmark 
interagency climate-adaptation plan for San 
Francisco’s ocean coast, where wastewater 
infrastructure and public beach access 
are threatened by persistent erosion. 
The plan presents an ambitious set of 
recommendations for coastal management, 
public access and environmental 
stewardship through 2050 and received 
a merit award from the Association 
of Environmental Professionals. This 
year SPUR was awarded $1.2 million to 
implement the plan recommendations. 
We are now spearheading implementation 
studies on interagency coastal management, 
transportation analysis and open space 
planning. 

 

  Hetch Hetchy       
  Saved — Again  
At the November 2012 ballot box, SPUR 
helped defeat yet another challenge to a 
keystone of the regional water system: the 
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission’s 
Hetch Hetchy Reservoir. Hetch Hetchy is 
the most important reservoir in a water 
system that serves 2.6 million people in the 
Bay Area, and its surroundings in Yosemite 
National Park yield water so clean that 
it doesn’t even have to be filtered. SPUR 
helped convince San Francisco voters that 
the proposal to eliminate Hetch Hetchy 
would decrease our water and energy 
security, cause new ecological damage 
while increasing climate change emissions 
and cost several billion dollars — for which 
the proposal did not identify either public or 
private sources.

Big Win
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Transportation
http://www.spur.org/tsp

http://www.spur.org/presidioparkway

http://www.spur.org/bartmetro

http://www.spur.org/transportation

Our goal: Give people more, and better, 
ways to get where they need to go.

Had it not been for the work of 
a generation of SPUR advocates 
and city leaders, the new 
road through San Francisco’s 
Presidio might be an eight-lane 
elevated freeway. Instead, the 
replacement for Doyle Drive — 
parts of which opened this year 
— is integrated into the Presidio 
landscape and community. 
Following the 1989 Loma Prieta 
earthquake, the San Francisco 

Board of Supervisors created 
the Doyle Drive Task Force to 
address the damaged roadway. 
Michael Painter, a landscape 
architect and SPUR member, 
re-envisioned the Golden 
Gate Bridge on-ramp as a 
scenic parkway woven into the 
landscape. But that was only 
the start. Proponents of the 
plan worked for two decades 
to gain local control over the 

design, compete for funding, 
fend off outdated traffic 
engineering standards and 
negotiate compromises among 
local constituencies. All along, 
SPUR leaders and partners 
provided thousands of hours of 
technical and advocacy work to 
ensure that the resulting road 
would befit a great city.

Big Win   First Presidio Parkway Segments Open

Controlling Transit Costs
After several years of work, the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
(MTC) published the findings from its 
Transit Sustainability Project in 2012. 
Although the project began as an ambitious 
effort to reduce the operating costs of 
regional transit, most of the hard-hitting 
recommendations were removed from 
the report before publication. SPUR 
was active in the development of the 
recommendations, and when we saw that 
they were not as powerful as they needed 
to be, we advocated our own set of policy 
proposals, some of which were included 
in the final version. One of SPUR’s major 
recommendations is that MTC shift some of 
its transit funding to an incentive “bounty” 
that would pay transit operators based on 
performance, measured by their growth 
in ridership. We continue to support and 
watchdog MTC in its efforts to improve 
regional transit and implement this project.

 

BART as an Urban 
Subway
BART was designed primarily as a com-
muter rail for suburban riders, but in recent 
years more passengers are using it as an 
urban subway-type service, especially 
between the high-traffic stations of San 
Francisco and the inner East Bay. To 
accommodate the increasing number of 
riders, BART’s Metro Vision and Operational 
Studies project has identified short-, 
medium- and long-term improvements to 
increase train frequency and direct service 
(particularly on nights and weekends) and 
grow significant capacity. Short-term im-
provements designed to facilitate 500,000 
daily trips on BART by 2025 (up from 
400,000 today) include train “turnbacks” 
(which allow some trains to turn around, 
rather than always traveling to the end of 
the line), improved train control systems, 
additional platform elevators, new train cars 
and new train storage facilities. SPUR has 
advocated for increased transit capacity 
into and out of San Francisco and supports 
this important set of improvements.

Steady Progress for 
Rapid Transit
Almost 60 miles of high-capacity, high-
frequency bus rapid transit (BRT) lines are 
planned for San Francisco, the East Bay and 
Santa Clara County. This year AC Transit’s 
San Leandro to Oakland BRT line received 
approvals that further clear the path for 
federal funding. Meanwhile, the Valley 
Transportation Authority’s Santa Clara/Alum 
Rock project and the San Francisco County 
Transportation Authority’s Van Ness project 
moved to their final design and construction 
stages. Unfortunately, key features that 
make BRT a great rapid transit solution 
— like dedicated bus-only lanes — are not 
included throughout these projects. SPUR 
will continue to push for higher standards 
for the BRT projects that are currently in the 
pipeline. 
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SPUR Income and Expenses

2012–13 
fiscal year

Expenses  

 Policy, programs & publications 2,276,571  68% 

 Development 592,670  18% 

 Urban Center & exhibitions 276,232  8% 

 Administration 211,663  6% 

 Total $ 3,357,137  100% 

Income   

 Special events 1,206,235  35% 

 Membership 1,201,656  35% 

 Grants 676,866  20% 

 Legacies & bequests 13,576  1% 

 Earned income 328,343  9% 

 Total $ 3,426,676  100% 

Letter 

Cities: Problem and Solution

Welcome to SPUR’s annual report 
for 2012–2013. Over the past year, 
we have done a remarkable amount 
of work, and this report recaps 
some of our key accomplishments.

Our job at SPUR is to fix problems. 
We bring people together from 
across the political spectrum to 
come up with practical solutions to 
the most pressing urban issues.

We have some big challenges 
to grapple with here in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, from our 
astronomically high housing costs 
to our less-than-optimal transit 
systems. 

But cities are no longer viewed 
primarily as sources of problems, 
the way they once were in the 
United States. Increasingly, more 
and more people understand 
that cities are in fact the solution. 
They enable us to live in a more 
resource-efficient way, minimizing 
our carbon footprint and our 
impact on the natural world. They 
nurture innovation and invention 
of all kinds. And they support 
a culture that embraces human 
diversity in all its forms.

SPUR is more than an organization. 
It’s a movement of people who 
believe in the potential of cities.

 

We are grateful to our amazing 
community of members, who help 
make this all possible. And we 
extend special thanks our funders, 
who believe in the power of this 
work.

We are living through a time of 
remarkable change in the lives of 
our cities, as new forms of living, 
working, communicating and 
getting around are being invented 
— as the cities of America are 
creating a way of life that is both 
prosperous and sustainable.

We have a lot of work to do 
together. But it’s a good time to be 
an urbanist. 
 
Gabriel Metcalf
Executive Director



Foundations and 
Grant Support 
11th Hour Project
Blum Family Foundation
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Coastal Conservancy
Columbia Foundation
East Bay Community Foundation
Fund for the Environment & Urban 

Life
Gaia Fund
Gladys and Ralph Lazarus Foundation
Golden Gate National Park 

Conservancy
Jewish Community Endowment Fund
Jonathan C.S. Cox Family Foundation
Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund
Metta Fund
Nathan Cummings Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
S.H. Cowell Foundation
San Francisco Public Utilities 

Commission
Seed Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
The Feldman Family Foundation
The Herbst Foundation
The Koret Foundation
The San Francisco Foundation
TomKat Charitable Trust
Urban Areas Security Initiative
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Yerba Buena Community Benefit 

District

Urban Infrastructure 
Council 
AECOM
ARCADIS
Arup
CH2MHILL
PB
Swinerton Builders
Webcor Builders

SPUR San Jose  
Founding Partners
1stACT Silicon Valley
Cisco Systems, Inc.
The City of San Jose
Clarence E. Heller Charitable 

Foundation
Morgan Family Foundation
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
The David & Lucile Packard 

Foundation
The John S. and James L. Knight 

Foundation 
Wallace Alexander Gerbode 

Foundation
William & Flora Hewlett Foundation

Business Members 
and Donors 
AECOM
ARCADIS 
Arup
Cisco Systems, Inc.
Dignity Health
Forest City Development
Gensler
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Recology
San Francisco Business Times
San Francisco Giants
San Francisco Waterfront Partners
SHN
Shorenstein Company LLC
Sutter Health / CPMC
Toeniskoetter Construction
Webcor Builders
Wells Fargo & Co.
 
Academy of Art University
ARC Document Solutions
AvalonBay Communities, Inc.
Bank of the West
Blum Capital Partners, L.P.
CH2MHILL
Charles Salter Associates
Comcast 
Eastdil Secured
Emerald Fund, Inc.

SPUR gratefully 
acknowledges 
the generous 
contributions to our 
operating funds made 
by the following 
organizations and 
individuals in 2012. 
  
We apologize for any omissions or inaccuracies 
to this listing and will publish any corrections 
in a future issue of The Urbanist. This list 
represents gifts made between January 1 and 
December 31, 2012.

SPUR Annual Contributors
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Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Google
Hanson Bridgett LLP 
Hathaway Dinwiddie Construction Co.
Kaiser Permanente
KMD Architects
Lennar Corporation
macys.com
McKesson Corporation
MJM Management Group
NRG Energy Center
Parkmerced Investors Properties
ROMA Design Group
Sharing Economy: BayShare
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, LLP
Texas Pacific Group / TPG
Tishman Speyer Properties
TMG Partners
Union Bank
U.S. Bank Northern California
Westfield San Francisco Centre
Wilson Meany LLC

Saint Francis 
Memorial Hospital

San Francisco State 
University

Seifel Consulting, Inc.
Sheppard, Mullin, 

Richter & Hampton 
LLP

Solomon Cordwell 
Buenz

Steinberg Architects
Swinerton Builders
The John Stewart 

Company
The Swig Company
Tom Eliot Fisch
Twitter
UCSF
Universal Paragon 

Corporation
University of San 

Francisco
URS Corporation
WSP Flack & Kurtz 

AGI Capital
Airbnb
Allen Matkins Leck 

Gamble Mallory & 
Natsis LLP

Anchor Brewing Co.
Arquitectonica
Avant Housing
Backstrom McCarley 

Berry & Co., LLC
Baldauf Catton 

on Eckartsberg 
Architects

BAR Architects
Barbary Coast 

Consulting
Barnes Mosher 

Whitehurst Lauter 
& Partners

Bay area Urban 
Organic Resource 
Network (BUORN)

BergDavis Public 
Affairs

Beveridge & 
Diamond, P.C.

Bingham, Osborn & 
Scarborough LLC

BitMover, Inc.
Blue Shield of 

California
Bohlin Cywinski 

Jackson
Boston Properties
BRIDGE Housing 

Corporation

Brown and Caldwell
Buro Happold 

Consulting 
Engineers, Inc.

Carmel Partners
Carpenters Union 

Local 22
Cassidy Turley BT 

Commercial
Cathedral Hill
CCI General 

Contractors
CGI
Charles Pankow 

Builders, Ltd.
Chinatown 

Community 
Development 
Center

Chinese Community 
Health Care 
Association

Christiani Johnson 
Architects

CHS Consulting 
Group

City CarShare
City National Bank
CMG Landscape 

Architecture
Commune - Joie de 

Vivre Hospitality
Congregation 

Emanu-El
Cornish & Carey

Commercial 
Newmark Knight 
Frank

Cresleigh 
Development LLC

DM Development 
Partners, LLC

D.N. & E. Walter & Co.
DZH Phillips
Economic & Planning 

Systems, Inc.
Environmental 

Science Associates
Equity Community 

Builders
Exploratorium
Field Paoli Architects
Fine Arts Museums of 

San Francisco
Flad Architects
Flood Building
Flynn Investments
FME Architecture + 

Design
Forell/Elsesser 

Engineers, Inc.

Fritzi Realty
GenOn Energy, Inc.
Goodyear Peterson
Gould Evans
Grosvenor Americas
Group I
Gruen Gruen + 

Associates
Handel Architects, 

LLP
Hastings College of 

the Law
HDR Architecture, Inc.
Herrero Contractors, 

Inc.
HKS Architects, Inc.
HNTB Corporation
HOK
Holliday 

Development, LLC
Hornberger + 

Worstell
Hunt Construction 

Group
Hyatt Regency San 

Francisco
IBM
Jackson Pacific 

Ventures
Kennedy/Jenks 

Consultants
Leddy Maytum Stacy 

Architects
MacFarlane Partners
Market-Turk Company
McCarthy Building 

Companies, Inc.
Mithun | Solomon
Municipal Executives’ 

Association
Nishkian Menninger
Northern California 

Carpenters 
Regional Council

Northern California 
District Council of 
Laborers

Office of Charles F. 
Bloszies, Ltd.

Old Republic Title 
Company

On Lok Senior Health 
Services

Paramount Group, 
Inc.

Pfau Long 
Architecture, Ltd.

Plant Construction 
Company

Presidio Bank
Related California

RN Field Construction
Rutherford + Chekene
San Francisco Design 

Center
San Francisco Health 

Plan
San Francisco Travel
Sedgwick, Detert, 

Moran & Arnold, 
LLP

Seligman Western 
Enterprises, Ltd.

Sheet Metal Workers 
International 
Association Local 
Union No. 104

Simpson Gumpertz & 
Heger Inc.

SKS Investments, LLC
STUDIOS Architecture
The Adco Group
The Boldt Company
The Fremont Group
The Vanmark Group, 

Inc.
Tim Kelley Consulting
Treadwell & Rollo, a 

Langan Company
Turnstone Consulting 

Corporation
Union Square 

Business 
Improvement 
District

Walden 
Development

Walker/Warner
Architects

Wilbur-Ellis 
Company

Woods Bagot 
Architects

WRNS Studio LLP

400 Paul Wave 
Exchange LLC

A.R. Sanchez-Corea & 
Associates

AGS, Inc. **
Akin Gump Strauss 

Hauer & Feld LLP
Architectural Resources 

Group
Argonaut Hotel
Arnold & Porter LLP
Avila and Associates 

Consulting Engineers, 
Inc.

BAE Urban Economics
Baker Street Associates
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Archstone
AT&T
Atkins
Bank of America
Beacon Capital 

Partners LLC
Bi-Rite Market
BRE Properties, Inc.
Buchalter Nemer
Cahill Contractors
California Academy 

of Sciences
Cannon Constructors 

North, Inc.
Coblentz, Patch, 

Duffy & Bass, LLP
Cox Castle & 

Nicholson, LLP
David Baker + 

Partners Architects
Degenkolb Engineers
Deloitte
EHDD Architecture
Farella Braun + 

Martel LLP
First Republic Bank
Gerson Bakar & 

Associates
Golden Gate 

University
Hines Interests
IPS Group, Inc.
Jacobs
Jones Hall
JPMorgan Chase

KPMG LLP
Kyo-ya Company, 

LLC
Lend Lease
MBH
McKenna Long & 

Aldridge
Millennium Partners
Mission Bay 

Development 
Group, LLC

Moscone Emblidge 
Sater & Otis

Nelson/Nygaard
Nibbi Brothers 

General 
Contractors

Ogden Contract 
Interiors, Inc.

PayByPhone
PB
Perkins + Will
PIER 39/Blue and 

Gold Fleet
Pillsbury Winthrop 

Shaw Pittman LLP
Polaris Pacific
Prado Group
Presidio Trust
Project Management 

Advisors, Inc.
Public Financial 

Management, Inc.
Reuben & Junius, LLP
Safeway Inc. ** Now known as Aetypic



Bay Area Air Quality 
Management 
District

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
District

Benson Industries
Borel Private Bank and 

Trust Company
Brian Spiers 

Development
Brookwood Group
Build, Inc.
Burr Pilger Mayer, Inc.
CAC Real Estate 

Management 
Company, Inc.

Carollo Engineers
Caruso Affiliated
CB2 Builders
Chancellor Hotel
CirclePoint
City of Fremont
Coalition for Better 

Housing
Colliers International
Core Affordable 

Housing
Cumming Corporation
D.R. Young Associates
DPR Construction, Inc.
Ellis Partners LLC
ENGEO Incorporated
Environmental 

Building Strategies
Environmental Vision
Fehr and Peers
Fisherman’s Wharf 

Community Benefit 
District

Fort Mason Center
GCI General 

Contractors
GFDS Engineers
GHD
Golden State Warriors
GreenLeaf
Hargreaves Associates
Harsch Investment 

Properties
Hawkins Delafield & 

Wood LLP
Heller Manus 

Architects
HKIT Architects
HMH Engineers
Hoge Fenton Jones & 

Appel
Holmes Culley 

Structural Engineers
Hotel Council of San 

Francisco
Howard S. Wright 

Constructors
Hugh Groman Catering
Impark
Jacobs Associates
Just Share It
Keyser Marston 

Associates, Inc.
Kilroy Realty 

Corporation
Laborers Employers 

Cooperation and 
Education Trust 
Southwest

Larkin Street Youth 
Services

Legit, Inc.

Lightner Property 
Group

LiquidSpace
LSA Associates, Inc.
Lyft/Zimride
MacKenzie 

Communications, 
Inc.

Magnusson Klemencic 
Associates

Mark Cavagnero 
Associates

McKinsey & Company, 
Inc.

Mesh Labs
Metropolitan Planning 

Council
Moffatt & Nichol
Mosaic Financial 

Partners, Inc.
Moss Adams LLP
MPA Design
Network For Good
NicholsBooth 

Architects, Inc.
Northern California 

Community Loan 
Fund

Notre Dame San Jose
Novogradac & 

Company LLP
Orrick, Herrington & 

Sutcliffe LLP
Port of San Francisco 
Presidio Graduate 

School
Price Architects, Inc.
R.N. Field 

Construction, Inc.

Ratcliff
RelayRides
Reliable Property 

Management
Renne Sloan Holtzman 

Sakai LLP
Rover
Royston Hanamoto 

Alley & Abey
San Francisco 

International Airport 
San Francisco 

Apartment 
Association

San Francisco Bay 
Ferry

San Francisco 
Department of 
Public Works

San Francisco Marriott
San Francisco 

Municipal 
Transportation 
Agency 

San Francisco 
Zoological Gardens

San Mateo County 
Health System

Santa Clara County 
Open Space 
Authority

Santa Clara Valley 
Transportation 
Authority

SB Architects
Shartsis Friese LLP
Sherwood Design 

Engineers
SideCar

Sierra Maestra 
Properties

SIMS Metal 
Management

SmithGroup
Solem & Associates
SRT Consultants
SSL Law Firm
Stein & Lubin LLP
Stone & Youngberg 

LLC
Strada Investment 

Group
TaskRabbit
Tenderloin 

Neighborhood 
Development 
Corporation

The J. David Gladstone 
Institutes

The Mark Company
The Shaw Group Inc.
Theatrical Stage 

Employees Union 
Local 16

Transbay Joint Powers 
Authority

Trinet
Trumark Urban
TrustCloud
United Way of the Bay 

Area
Urban Habitat 

Program
Urban Pacific Group of 

Companies
Vayable
Wheelz

William McDonough + 
Partners

Words Pictures Ideas
Yerdle
YMCA of San 

Francisco 
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What’s your favorite world city and why?
Johannesburg, South Africa. I worked there 
for seven years post-apartheid and saw 
Zulus and Afrikaners and Asian businessmen 
interacting after years of segregation. It is a 
vibrant, musical and emotional city.

As more and more people live in cities, 
what opportunities — and what challenges 
— do you foresee?
The influx of more people into cities has the 
potential to help solve, or exacerbate, the 
most pressing problem facing our country: 
rising income inequality. A pro-development, 
pro-transit urban agenda can facilitate 
greater economic mobility.

What can other urban regions learn from 
the Bay Area?
The Bay Area has a number of “rogue” 
industries that disrupt the traditional 
economy and help us maintain our

entrepreneurial edge. Other regions can 
learn from Popuphood, Off the Grid and City 
Slicker Farms.

What urban trends do you think will be 
significant in shaping the future of cities?
Urban regions of this country are trending 
towards economic specialization. But this 
leads to a homogenization of talent. While 
there are certain advantages to clustering 
industries, cities and regions that diversify 
will be in a better position to thrive during 
periods of volatility.

What current SPUR project are you most 
passionate about?
Expanding SPUR’s work to Oakland. There 
are so many organizations and city agencies 
doing great work in Oakland, and SPUR 
can support their work through economic 
development initiatives,  pro-development 
housing policy and smart-growth advocacy.

Adhi Nagraj
Project Manager, BRIDGE Housing 
Corporation
SPUR Board Member
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Benefactors  
Anonymous
Andy & Sara Barnes
Richard C. Blum
Rob Evans & Terry Micheau
Boris Dramov & Bonnie Fisher 
Linda Jo Fitz
David A. Friedman & Paulette J. 

Meyer
Anne Halsted & Wells Whitney
David & Jane Hartley
Vincent & Amanda Hoenigman
John Kriken & Katherine Koelsch 

Kriken
Richard & Marilyn Lonergan
Jacinta McCann & Joe Brown
George A. Miller & Janet McKinley
Larry Nibbi
Sergio Nibbi
Bill & Dewey Rosetti
Paul Sack
Charles & Trudy Salter
Dr. Samuel L. & Mrs. Florence  

Scarlett *
Lynn & Paul Sedway
Libby Seifel
John & Gussie Stewart

Urban Leaders Forum 
Alan Billingsley
Michaela Cassidy & Terry Whitney
Jim Chappell
David A. Coulter
Lynne Deegan-McGraw
Steven & Roberta Denning
Oz Erickson & Rina Alcalay, M.D.
Brooke L. Facente
Gary & Jane Facente
Robert & Elizabeth Fisher
Frannie Fleishhacker
Jean Fraser & Geoff Gordon-Creed
Robert Gamble
John & Marcia Goldman
Lisa & Douglas Goldman
Claude & Nina Gruen
Eric Hager
Jan O’Brien & Craig W. Hartman
Alfred E. & Ruth Heller
Stanley D. Herzstein & Lynn Altshuler
Sean Johnston
Ron & Barbara Kaufman
John Lazarus
Toby & Jerry Levine
John Madden
Barbara McMillin & Richard Smith
Beverly Mills

Jay L. Paxton
Bill R. Poland
N. Teresa Rea
Sanford Robertson
Toby & Sally Rosenblatt
Kirby Sack
Victor Seeto
Chi-Hsin Shao
Robert Steinberg
Luke Swartz
Roselyne C. Swig
Bob Tandler
Michael Teitz, Ph.D.
Elizabeth & Martin Terplan
John D. Weeden
George & Sally Williams
Dede Wilsey

Bruce & Tara Agid
Michael Alexander & Dianna Waggoner
Alexa Arena
Alvin H. Baum, Jr.
Annette L. Billingsley
A. Lee Blitch
Jan Blum
Thomas Brutting
Robin Chiang
Madeline Chun
A.W. Clausen *
Edward & Nancy Conner
Gretchen Cotter
Emilio B. Cruz
Ben Davis
Robert Davis
Oscar De La Torre
Delia F. Ehrlich
Rod Freebairn-Smith & Janet Crane
Robert Friend
Miguel Galarza
Derek Gordon
Christopher Guillard
Maud Hallin
Ed Harrington
Jeff Heller
Dave Hendrickson & Daniel Sonnenfeld
Thomas Horn
Mildred Howard
Tim Kelley
Burton Kendall & Sally Towse
Patrick Kennedy 
Owen Kennerly
David & Barbara Kimport
Lisa Klairmont & Harold Kleiderman
Michael H. Kossman
Jude P. & Eileen Laspa
Tom Lockard
Ellen Lou
Dean Macris & Ruthe Stein
Michael & Sande Marston
Lloyd Kirk Miller
Chris Mitchell

Robert Mittelstadt & Lynda Spence
Tomiquia Moss
Mary G. Murphy
Jeanne Myerson
John J. Parman
JaMel Perkins
Rich & Tanya Peterson
Liz Pittinos
Gordon H. Price
Paul Reiser
Andrew Robbins
Thomas Roberts
Barbara & Richard Rosenberg
John M. Sanger
Jack & Betty Schafer
John Schlesinger
Gene Schnair & Abbey Sadin Schnair
Margaret V. Sheehan
Martin Skea
Mark Sopp
Steven Swig
Lydia Tan
Robert A. Thompson
Irene Lindbeck Tibbits
Will Travis
Vivian Fei Tsen & Wayne Lew
Jeffrey Tumlin
Steve Vettel
Brooks Walker, Jr.
Michael & Inja Wilmar
Jacqueline & Robert Young

Legacy Society  
Individuals who have made or pledged a life 
estate gift to SPUR

Michael Alexander & Dianna Waggoner
Anonymous
North Baker *
Andy & Sara Barnes
John P. Behanna *
Jim Chappell
Charles Edwin Chase
Eunice Elton *
John M. Erskine, M.D.
Rob Evans & Terry Micheau
Diane Filippi
Linda Jo Fitz
Jean S. Fraser & Geoff Gordon-Creed
Anne Halsted & Wells Whitney
Jane & David Hartley
Vincent & Amanda Hoenigman
Toby & Jerry Levine
Dr. Samuel & Mrs. Florence Scarlett *
Stephen & Sarah Taber
Peter Tannen & David Strachan
Frances Varnhagen *
Brooks Walker III

* Deceased
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Yosh Asato
Constance Goodyear 

Baron
Faye Beverett
Chris Block
Robert Boden
Terry Gamble Boyer & 

Peter Boyer
Jonathan Bulkley * & 

Lisa Baker
Peter Calthorpe
Mark Cavagnero
Claudine Cheng
Kit Colbert
Paula Collins
Elizabeth L. Colton
John Conley
Brennan Cox
Sam Cuddeback
Charmaine Curtis
Gregory Dalton
Donald Davis
Bernard T. Deasy
Richard E. DeLeon
Amanda Eaken
Aaron Easterly
Anne Fougeron
Julie Frankel
Thomas L. Frankel
Marsha Gale
Phil Ginsburg
Brett Gladstone
Jennifer Gridley
Katy Hearey
Karl Heisler
David Herd
Robert C. Herr
John E. Hirten
Patrick Hobin
Molly B. Hooper
Dennis Hopkins
Catherine House
Aidan Hughes
Leslie & George Hume
Caryl Ito
Michael & Megan Janis
Eric Johnson
Laurie A. Johnson
Nashua Kalil
Patricia Klitgaard
Stephen Koch
Shannon Krick
Ranee Lan
Jim & Ann Lazarus
Donna Liu
John A. Loomis
John B. Lowry
Janis R. MacKenzie
Alastair Mactaggart
Barbara Maloney

Marsha Maytum
Paul S. McCauley & 

Joan A. Kugler
Terence & Abigail 

Meurk
Amy Meyer
Byron Meyer
Meghan Mitman
Bob & Kay Moline
Clare M. Murphy
Adhi Nagraj
Douglas Nicolson
Paul Okamoto
Gary Peck
Regina Phelps
Mark Pierce
Manuel Pineda
Nick & Leslie Podell
David Prowler
John H. Ristow
L. Wade Rose
William M. & Joan 

Roth
Mirian Saez
Tiffany Michele 

Schauer
Erik Schoennauer
Anna Shimko
Jay Sholl
Rich Shrieve
Chen Shuqian
John Sias
Michael Simpson
Ruth & Alan Stein
Margaret Swink & 

Robert Saliba
Leah Toeniskoetter
Douglas Tom
Anne Torney
Meredith Trauner
Robert R. Tufts
Chuck Turner, Jr.
Frances Varnhagen *
Charles M. Weiss, 

Ph.D.
Kate White
Wendy Will
Cynthia Wilusz-Lovell
Steven Winkel
Brenda Yee

Robin Allen
Teresa Alvarado
Lewis Ames
Sam & Mary Ann 

Aronson
Robin McRoskey 

Azevedo
Daniel Barringer
Robert Baum
Doris G. Bebb

Richard Bender
Terry Bergeson
Dan Bernal
Craig Bettencourt
Ron Blatman
Lucian Robert Blazej
Douglas A. Booth
Didi & Dix Boring
Jen Bradford
Kittie & Eugene A. 

Brodsky
Anthony Bruzzone
Leslie & Buzz Burlock
Laurence Burnett
Lewis H. Butler
Bridget Carney
Steven Castile
Jim Chace
Clarissa Chiang
Julienne M. 

Christensen & 
Gregory H. Smith

Greg Christopher
Carmen C. Clark
John Clawson
Wayne Costa
Bart Deamer
Jeanne Milligan & 

Peter Dewees *
Burk Delventhal
Richard Dreyer
Andres Duany
Michael Ege
Colin H. Elliott
John M. Erskine
Catherine Nueva 

Espana
William D. Evers
Sally Fee
Lynn Feintech
David & Vicki 

Fleishhacker
Manuel Flores, Jr
Barbara Foster
Jessica Franklin
Anita Friedman
Robert C. Friese
Kate Earle Funk
Jeff Galbraith
Martin Gellen
Gail Gilman
Hillary Gitelman
Barbara Goldstein
Rick Gooch
Amy Gottlieb
Gretchen Grant
Sallie & Dick Griffith
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What’s your favorite world city and why?
Aside from home (the People’s Republic 
of Berkeley), Washington, D.C., is my 
current favorite. It’s transit friendly and 
built to human scale, and it has vibrant 
neighborhoods, beautiful public spaces, 
lots of history and unexpected discoveries 
everywhere. 

As more and more people live in cities, 
what opportunities — and what challenges 
— do you foresee?
How can our public institutions and 
infrastructure support the growth? How do 
we maintain fairness in the way resources 
are allocated? How shall we care for the 
elderly, educate the young, support the 
disabled and the poor? How do we maintain 
a sense of community? These challenges are 
complex and require thoughtful debate and 
a commitment to finding common ground.  

What can other urban regions learn from 
the Bay Area?
The Bay Area is a microcosm of the globe. It 
is multicultural, multi-lingual and embraces 
its diversity. The power and creativity 
derived from the daily exchange of varied 
ideas and beliefs makes the Bay Area thrive.

What urban trends do you think will be 
significant in shaping the future of cities?
A more regional approach and regional 
priorities must be in the mix. There should 
be balance — think regionally, act locally.

What current SPUR project are you most 
passionate about?
SPUR is fearless in tackling large questions 
with insight and integrity. These qualities 
are key as we address transportation issues, 
which continue to be one of the most 
perplexing challenges for the Bay Area. 
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Madeline Chun
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What’s your favorite world city and why?
One definition of a world city is one where 
the best people from around the world want 
to live. That makes San Jose my favorite 
world city. 50 percent of our college-
educated residents were born in another 
country — tops in the nation by far. Migrant 
business networks are re-shaping the world 
economy.

As more and more people live in cities, 
what opportunities — and what challenges 
— do you foresee?
Urbanism facilitates more social interaction, 
entrepreneurship and collaboration. It also 
makes it possible to live with a smaller 
carbon footprint. The challenges are in 
bringing the opportunities of urbanism to 
new constituencies: re-creating suburban 
environments with more urban amenities 
and densities; finding developers interested 
in doing high-quality urban form projects; 

and getting more people to ride transit.

What can other urban regions learn from 
the Bay Area?
The value of preserving access to nature 
nearby. I can’t think of any other metro 
region with such incredible access to 
permanently protected open space.

What urban trends do you think will be 
significant in shaping the future of cities?
The growth of single households and 
households without kids as the new majority, 
including dramatic growth in the elderly 
population. 

What current SPUR project are you most 
passionate about?
The San Jose Urban Design Task Force. We 
are sparking public conversation about how 
to create walkable places — what we call 
“mastering the art of proximity.” 

Kim Walesh
Economic Development Director, City of  
San Jose
SPUR San Jose Advisory Board Member
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What’s your favorite world city and why?
I love to travel the world. I love eating in 
Paris. I love getting lost in Venice. But I love 
coming home to San Francisco. It’s still my 
favorite city of all.

As more and more people live in cities, 
what opportunities — and what challenges 
— do you foresee?
I worry less about solving the infrastructure 
and development issues of urban 
densification and more about our cities 
providing a level playing field for all 
citizens. All communities need equal access 
to healthcare, education and economic 
mobility, along with safe and affordable 
housing. Social and environmental justice 
has to be central to our urban development. 

What can other urban regions learn from 
the Bay Area?
The Bay Area continues to demonstrate 

solutions through collaborations between 
different constituencies and perspectives. 
The Bay Area in turn should always stay 
attuned to what we can learn from other 
urban regions.

What urban trends do you think will be 
significant in shaping the future of cities?
Sustainability — although, I don’t think it’s a 
trend as much as a necessity in shaping our 
cities and insuring our future.

What current SPUR project are you most 
passionate about?
Disaster resiliency, along with the initiative 
to work in all three of the Bay Area’s central 
cities. The signing of San Francisco’s soft-
story retrofit legislation is a huge milestone, 
but it is only the first step in the city’s 
Earthquake Safety Implementation Program. 
And then we must expand resiliency efforts 
into San Jose and Oakland.  

David Friedman
Senior Principal and Chair, Board of 
Directors, Forell / Elsesser Engineers Inc. 
SPUR Board Vice Chair
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What’s your favorite world city and why?
New York City. It has great neighborhoods, 
and with its extensive transit system and 
walkable streets, it’s very accessible. And 
now New York has the largest bike share 
program in the country with 6,000 bikes.

As more and more people live in cities, 
what opportunities — and what challenges 
— do you foresee?
Transportation is both an opportunity and 
a challenge. With greater densities in our 
cities, there is the potential for increased 
ridership to support better and expanded 
transit service. But it’s challenging to find 
the upfront financial resources to make the 
required improvements. 

What can other urban regions learn from 
the Bay Area?
The Bay Area is making great strides in 
creating public access to its waterfront lands

while protecting water quality. The Heron’s 
Head Park expansion in the Bayview and the 
new Exploratorium near Fisherman’s Wharf 
are two examples of projects that bring 
residents and visitors in touch with the bay.

What urban trends do you think will be 
significant in shaping the future of cities?
In cities around the country, people are 
returning to the urban core. Even distressed 
cities like Detroit are beginning to rebuild 
their downtowns. High-density mixed-use 
development is happening in major cities 
across the country.

What current SPUR project are you most 
passionate about?
Addressing the challenge of climate change. 
At the Port of San Francisco, it’s an issue 
we deal with every day. SPUR is playing a 
leadership role in helping the port and the 
entire Bay Area prepare for sea level rise.
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What’s your favorite world city and why?
If I had to choose one I would say London. It 
is an incredibly busy and culturally diverse 
city, but it maintains a sense of community 
and neighborhoods. Plus it’s easy to get 
everywhere.

As more and more people live in cities, 
what opportunities — and what challenges 
— do you foresee?
There is opportunity to move away from 
the car as the main form of transportation 
and create walkable cities. The drawback is 
that as the demand for housing increases, 
housing prices will increase with it. Mixed-
use development will be important to 
solving some of these challenges.

What can other urban regions learn from 
the Bay Area?
The Bay Area is a diverse metropolitan 

area — geographically, demographically, 
politically and culturally — and the resultant 
challenges for local governments are 
complex. Yet, Bay Area policymakers 
demonstrate a commitment to collaborative 
community planning and forward-thinking 
policy development that distinguishes our 
region.

What urban trends do you think will be 
significant in shaping the future of cities?
Dense housing and mixed-use development 
will be key to planning our future cities so 
that they are walkable and affordable.

What current SPUR project are you most 
passionate about?
Regional planning is high on my priority list. 
I live in San Francisco and work outside the 
city and would love to see a comprehensive, 
regional solution to public transit.

* Deceased

Veronica Bell
Manager, Community and Government 
Affairs, Google
SPUR Board Member
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What’s your favorite world city and why?
San Francisco because of its culture, food 
and diversity. 

As more and more people live in cities, 
what opportunities — and what challenges 
— do you foresee?
Vibrant cities like those in the Bay Area 
create opportunities for collaboration, 
innovation and sustainability to make better 
products and to improve quality of life. 
Challenges include water supply, air quality 
and traffic congestion. 

What can other urban regions learn from 
the Bay Area?
Time and time again, the Bay Area leads 
innovation, creative problem solving and 
collaboration in the areas of technology, art 
and culture. 

What urban trends do you think will be 
significant in shaping the future of cities?
Support for entrepreneurs who take risks. 
Cities that foresee the potential of innovative 
and sustainable companies and engage 
with visionaries and investors will grow and 
prosper as new jobs and industries provide 
economic opportunities. 

What current SPUR project are you most 
passionate about?
Future-Proof Water, our look at where 
the Bay Area should get its water in the 
21st century. This project provides great 
insight into the Bay Area’s current water 
systems and supplies, future threats to those 
supplies, future water demand and options 
for meeting that demand. 

Vijay Kumar
Vice President and Bay Area Manager,  
CH2M Hill
SPUR Board Member
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What’s your favorite world city and why?
Hong Kong for its energy, Sydney for its 
beauty, and London for its permanence. And 
of course I love my home city, San Francisco.

As more and more people live in cities, 
what opportunities — and what challenges 
— do you foresee?
As cities grow, they become the driving 
force behind positive change. We 
already see many cities taking the lead in 
addressing the major challenges of the day: 
climate change, resilience and resource 
management. The challenges are often most 
apparent in the governance structures that 
can be a barrier to innovation and change.

What can other urban regions learn from 
the Bay Area?
Look at how the Bay Area accepts new 
ideas, builds on its diverse population and 
commits itself to innovation. These are the 

attributes that give the Bay Area an edge in 
attracting talent and business and make it a 
welcoming place for people to live.  

What urban trends do you think will be 
significant in shaping the future of cities?
I think some of the more interesting trends 
are how technology is supporting new 
models of vehicle sharing and ownership. 
The advent of driverless vehicles also has 
the potential to be significant in all kinds of 
ways.

What current SPUR project are you most 
passionate about?
Working with the Santa Clara Valley Transit 
Authority to improve South Bay transit 
operations and make the most of land uses 
around transit stations.

* Deceased

Aidan Hughes
Principal, Arup
SPUR Board Member

44 SPUR Annual Report 2012–13

What’s your favorite world city and why?
I live in San Francisco. I work for the San 
Francisco Foundation. I serve on the San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission. My 
daughter attends the San Francisco Day 
School. Guess! If there were a better city in 
the world than San Francisco, I would live, 
work and raise my family there.

As more and more people live in cities, 
what opportunities — and what challenges 
— do you foresee?
Our greatest challenge and our greatest 
opportunity will be how to live sustainably 
in our growing urban centers. Green 
infrastructure, equitable land use and 
building community resilience in the face 
of a changing climate are the urban design 
challenges we need to immediately address 
and implement.

What can other urban regions learn from 
the Bay Area? 
We have some of the most people- and 
environment-friendly policies and programs 
in the country. From local hire and 
community benefits to urban agriculture and 
renewable energy production, the Bay Area 
can’t be beat and has a lot to share.

What urban trends do you think will be 
significant in shaping the future of cities?
Sustainability measures like local food 
production and distribution; water 
conservation, reuse and recycling; 
distributed, renewable and efficient energy; 
amd green infrastructure. Bike lanes 
everywhere and public transit for all. 

What current SPUR project are you most 
passionate about?
Where do I start? Climate resiliency. Urban 
agriculture. Future-Proof Water.

Inkind Donors 
Supporters providing goods or services  
to SPUR

1stACT Silicon Valley
Adobe
AECOM
Alicia’s Tomales
Ananas
ARC Document Solutions
Ben Grant
Better Market Street Project
Blueprint Studios
Children’s Day School
Chris Carlsson
Chris Treggiari
City of San Jose
Clear Channel Outdoor
CMG Landscape Architects
Comcast
David & Jane Hartley
David Friedman & Paulette Meyer
Derby Cocktail Co.
Dogpatch WineWorks
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library
Exbrook, Inc.
Foreign Cinema
Google
Heritage Bank
Hipstamatic
Hog Island Oyster Co.
Hugh Groman Catering
J Jardine Catering & Events
Liz Keim
LRE Catering

Lynne Deegan-McGraw & McGraw Vineyards
Magnolia Brewery
Maite Catering & Events
McCall Catering
Medlock Ames
Melinda Stone
Microsoft
Mission Pie
Mission Rock Oyster Bar
Nicholas de Monchaux
Onigilly
Pear & Pepper Catering & Events
Radio Africa & Kitchen
Rebar
Rice Paper Scissors
Richard & Marilyn Lonergan
Rick Prelinger
Rickshaw Catering
Ritchie Commercial
Salesforce
Salt House
San Francisco Business Times
San Francisco Examiner
San Francisco Magazine
San Jose Chamber of Commerce
San Jose State University
San Pedro Square Market
Savor/SMG Catering
Sergio de la Torre
Serpentine
Stag Dining Group
Studio for Urban Projects
Tacolicious
The San Francisco Chronicle
Twitter

Urban Table Farmers’ Market 
URS
Yerba Buena Community Benefit District
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SPUR owes 
its success to 
the significant 
contributions of  
its volunteer 
board of directors. 
We thank them for their dedication to
good planning and good government in  
the San Francisco Bay Area.

Chair
Anne Halsted

Executive Vice Chair
David Friedman

Vice Chairs
Alexa Arena
Andy Barnes
Emilio Cruz
Bill Rosetti
Carl Shannon
Lydia Tan
V. Fei Tsen

Secretary
Mary McCue

Treasurer
Bob Gamble

Immediate Past Co-Chair
Linda Jo Fitz

Advisory Council Co-Chairs
Michael Alexander
Paul Sedway

Directors
Carl Anthony
Veronica Bell
Chris Block
Larry Burnett
Michaela Cassidy
Michael Cohen
Madeline Chun
Charmaine Curtis
Oz Erickson
Manny Flores
Geoff Gibbs
Gillian Gillett
Chris Gruwell
Ed Harrington
Dave Hartley
Aidan Hughes
Chris Iglesias
Laurie Johnson
Vijay Kumar
Susan Leal
Dick Lonergan
John Madden
Jacinta McCann
Hydra Mendoza
Ezra Mersey
Terry Micheau
Mary Murphy
Jeanne Myerson
Adhi Nagraj
Brad Paul
Rich Peterson
Chris Poland
Joan Price
Teresa Rea
Byron Rhett
Rebecca Rhine
Wade Rose
Paul Sedway
Victor Seeto
Elizabeth Seifel
Chi-Hsin Shao
Doug Shoemaker
Ontario Smith

Bill Stotler
Stuart Sunshine
Gary Teague
Michael Teitz
Mike Theriault
Will Travis
Molly Turner
Jeff Tumlin
Steve Vettel
Francesca Vietor
Fran Weld
Allison Williams
Cynthia Wilusz Lovell
Cindy Wu

San Jose Advisory Board

Co-Chairs
Chris Block
Lydia Tan 

Directors
Teresa Alvarado
Andy Barnes
J. Richard Braugh
Larry Burnett
Brian Darrow
Garrett Herbert
Karla Rodriguez Lomax
James MacGregor
Connie Martinez
Janine McCaffery
Anu Natarajan
Mohammad Qayoumi
Suzanne Rice
Robert Steinberg, FAIA
Kim Walesh
Jessica Zenk

Our Board 



Through research, 
education and advocacy, 
SPUR promotes good 
planning and good 
government in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. We 
are a member-supported 
nonprofit organization.  
Join us.  
www.spur.org

SPUR Urban Center 
654 Mission St
San Francisco, CA 
94105-4015
415.781.8726
info@spur.org

SPUR San Jose
76 South First Street
San Jose, CA 95113
408.638.0083
infosj@spur.org


