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The San Francisco Ferry Building 
has become the anchor for a newly 
vibrant Embarcadero neighborhood. 
SPUR was an important advocate  
for the historic renovation, which  
now hosts shops, restaurants and 
a farmers’ market.

Urbanists are 
people who love 
cities. We see cities 
as special places 
rich with life, energy 
and promise.

SPUR tours and programs explore the 
ideas and issues that shape our region. 
More than 6,000 people participate in 
nearly 200 forums, walking tours and 
other SPUR events each year.
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Gay-rights supporters celebrate 
the overturn of Proposition 8 with a 
choreographed dance on the steps of 
San Francisco City Hall.  The city is the 
stage for a vital public life.

Cities allow us to live in ways that 
are true to who we are. Here we 
can create lives that might not be 
possible elsewhere. We coexist 
comfortably with people whose 
passions and beliefs are different 
from our own.

More than 1,500 fans of urbanism 
gather for SPUR’s annual Member 
Party each summer. SPUR’s 
membership ranges from influential 
Urban Leaders to up-and-coming 
Young Urbanists.
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On PARK(ing) Day, SPUR joins like-
minded organizations in transforming 
parking spots into public spaces. The 
Great Streets Project, a collaboration 
between SPUR and the San Francisco 
Bicycle Coalition, has organized 
property owners to create semi-
permanent “parklets.”

Urban life lets us bump up against 
the new and different. And that 
makes creative sparks fly. Cities are 
the best incubators for innovation. 
We come here to discover, 
collaborate, solve, invent.

Exhibitions in the SPUR Urban Center 
Gallery, like the 2010 show Do-It-
Yourself Urbanism, bring our research 
and policy work to the public. 
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The counterpart to compact growth is 
open space. Good urbanism integrates 
city parks for livability as well as a 
regional “greenbelt” to limit sprawl.

We believe that cities are the 
solution to serious environmental 
problems. We are urbanists 
because we are also ecologists. 
By living compactly, we conserve 
resources, protect habitat, reduce 
pollution and slow climate change.

SPUR works hard to promote livable 
streets that welcome transit, bikes, 
pedestrians and cars. More than 25 
percent of urban land is used for streets.
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Crowds on a Muni platform are 
one sign that our transit system 
is overextended. In 2010, SPUR 
helped to pass Proposition G, which 
improves work rules at Muni to make 
the agency more efficient.

We don’t look at the problems cities 
face and give up. Urbanists fight to  
fix what doesn’t work. Where others 
see insurmountable challenges, we 
see the chance to get things right.

“I believe today SPUR is the most 
powerful civic organization in this 
city, and with that power comes a real 
responsibility. How will this city be 
planned in the future? What social 
programs do the most for the most 
people? Play a role. And if you do, San 
Francisco will always be a great city.” 
— Senator Dianne Feinstein speaking 
at the 2010 Silver SPUR Awards 
luncheon
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We value the texture and history of 
place. But we’re not bound to the 
past. Urbanists have faith in change. 
We can imagine a future that’s 
better than the present.

Through the Urban Center — our 
community-oriented meeting space 
in downtown San Francisco — SPUR 
invites citizens to get involved in the 
processes that shape our region’s future.

The Treasure Island plan envisions a 
sustainable, livable neighborhood with 
new housing, retail, open space, ferries 
and bus service. SPUR has worked to 
support the plan for many years.
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Community Planning

Speaking out in favor of 
housing 
SPUR continues to be a leading voice in 

articulating the importance of increasing 

housing supplies at all levels. We have 

never gotten distracted by the debates 

over different types of housing — rented 

vs. owned, affordable vs. market rate 

-— because San Francisco faces a long-

term structural shortage of housing of 

all kinds. It is the single greatest threat 

to the continued cultural vitality of our 

city life. SPUR explains how housing 

markets work to a variety of audiences; 

we provide practical suggestions about 

how to increase housing production in 

appropriate locations; and we defend the 

urgency of making infill development a 

more viable alternative to sprawl at the 

regional scale. 

 

A General Plan that’s 
ambivalent about housing
If you read the “Housing Element” of the 

City’s General Plan, you will nowhere in 

it see the idea that San Francisco should 

increase density near transit. The City 

has backed away from this basic tenet of 

planning through years of debate about 

this part of the General Plan, which must 

be updated every five years. Much of 

the work for the next Housing Element 

update took place last year, with adoption 

scheduled for 2011. SPUR provided many 

good ideas to the process, many of which 

were not taken. What we can say is this: It 

would have been a lot worse without us.

www.spur.org/community_planning

www.spur.org/americas-cup 

www.spur.org/projectreview 

Our goal: Allow San Francisco to grow 
and change while remaining true to 
the qualities that make it a beautiful 
and livable city.

SPUR worked hard on the major community plans in San Francisco including Parkmerced, the Northeast 
Embarcadero and Treasure Island. The Parkmerced project will add 5,700 housing units in the southwest portion 
of San Francisco while reconfiguring a car-oriented street grid and providing substantial transit and sustainability 
improvements. The Northeast Embarcadero Study will guide the development of private property along the west 
side of the Embarcadero, from the Ferry Building to Fisherman’s Wharf, while strengthening the public realm. 
Treasure Island will create 8,000 units of housing, rehabilitate existing historic structures, create open space, add 
new ferry service, and enhance bus service to and from the island.

Treasure Island, Parkmerced and the Embarcadero

Good design = good 
urbanism
Through our project-review process, 

SPUR continues to support practical 

examples of good urbanism. Our 

committee reviews proposals for 

individual buildings and evaluates their 

potential to enhance the vitality of city 

life and adopt principles of good urban 

design. In evaluating projects, we look 

at the appropriateness of the proposed 

land use, the relationship to the public 

realm and other urban design issues, 

as well as environmental sustainability. 

This year’s projects included the Pier 70 

Master Plan and the Edward II Inn, a hotel 

transformed into 24 units of housing for 

youth transitioning out of foster care.

America’s Cup comes to  
San Francisco
In 2012, San Francisco will host the 34th 

America’s Cup yacht race. There is no 

doubt that the San Francisco Bay will 

provide a breathtaking venue for yacht 

racing, and no doubt that there will be 

an infusion of spending in the city tied to 

the event. But the real opportunity comes 

from leveraging the America’s Cup to 

make some major long-term investments 

in our city. SPUR has called for the City to 

come together to make some important 

public-realm improvements — such 

as an extension of F-line streetcar to 

Fort Mason and new bike paths on the 

Embarcadero — before the race happens, 

and to make sure we get high-quality 

private development that will stand the 

test of time.

Steady progress on  
Market Street
Market Street is San Francisco’s 

ceremonial center and key travel 

corridor — and yet its central section, 

the Mid-Market neighborhood, is one of 

the city’s most economically depressed 

areas. Restoring Market Street to its 

former greatness has been a focus of 

activity at SPUR for many years. In 

that time, many plans have stalled or 

failed to get traction. But slowly, if one 

is patient enough to notice, there are 

signs of progress: new stores, more 

pedestrians, some new housing and 

employers. In 2010, we were part of a 

group that began discussions about a 

geographically targeted tax break to 

bring more businesses to the Mid-Market 

neighborhood. The idea came to fruition 

in 2011. And the work continues…
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Our big loss: the seismic 
safety bond
SPUR spearheaded a campaign to 

provide $46 million in bond financing 

for affordable housing developments 

with “soft story” conditions, i.e. multiple 

ground-floor garages or windows, which 

make buildings vulnerable to collapse. 

While Proposition A made it to the 

November 2010 ballot, it secured only 63 

percent of the vote — several percentage 

points shy of the two thirds needed to 

pass. We hope to see funding for the 

retrofit of soft-story buildings become 

part of a future bond package to help 

strengthen our city before the next big 

earthquake comes.

Disaster Planning
www.spur.org/disaster_planning

www.spur.org/after-the-disaster 

www.spur.org/seismic-safety-bond 

www.spur.org/lifelines 

Our goal: Make San Francisco truly 
resilient by taking steps now to help 
our city remain safe and usable after  
a major earthquake.

Preventing an exodus: how we can “shelter in 
place”
Cities can permanently lose hundreds of thousands of residents after 
a disaster if there is no place for them to stay while their homes and 
workplaces are rebuilt. To prevent this, we began working on what it 
will take for San Francisco to achieve “shelter in place” — living in our 
homes while they’re being rebuilt. With support from a grant from the 
United States Geological Survey, SPUR is defining the minimum condition 
a residence can be in to be considered habitable; determining who is 
qualified to inspect housing after a disaster; defining the acceptable 
duration of water, power and other outages; identifying special 
considerations for vulnerable populations; and determining the feasibility 
and cost of temporary housing as an alternative. 

Designing redundancy into 
our transportation system
What happens if the BART tube collapses 

in an earthquake? Or the Golden Gate 

Bridge? SPUR’s report “Transportation 

and Recovery” analyzed the major 

transportation corridors in the city and 

region through the lens of potential 

infrastructure failure in a disaster. Based 

on the level of redundancy in the corridor, 

we proposed a set of recommendations 

to minimize the risk of catastrophic failure 

and plan for quick recovery following a 

major disaster.

Governing in the wake of 
disaster
SPUR’s work on disaster recovery 

expanded to tackle the question of how 

to structure governance to facilitate 

rebuilding after a disaster. We launched 

a task force to focus on three core 

functions of local government after 

disaster: 

1) Repairing public facilities and services; 

2)  Providing resources and information 

for private companies to repair and 

rebuild their affected assets; and

3) Providing vision and leadership for the 

recovery and rebuilding process. SPUR 

will complete this report in 2011.

The Lifelines Council
SPUR continued to participate actively 

in San Francisco’s Lifelines Council, 

co-chaired by SPUR Board Member Chris 

Poland. “Lifelines” are the systems and 

facilities that cities rely on to function, 

including communication, electric power, 

liquid fuel, natural gas, transportation 

(airports, highways, ports, rail and 

transit), water and wastewater. The 

City convened this council at SPUR’s 

recommendation in order to establish 

coordination processes for lifeline 

restoration and recovery following a 

major disaster event. 
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Economic Development
www.spur.org/economic_development

www.spur.org/economic-growth

www.spur.org/payroll-tax 

www.spur.org/future-of-work 

Our goal: Build the foundations  
of a prosperous, equitable, growing  
job base. 

Organizing for economic development
SPUR released a major report arguing for the creation of a new public-private entity to attract businesses to 
San Francisco and encourage them to stay. The report argued that economic development requires extensive 
private sector involvement, in part to maintain continuity across political changes at City Hall. The paper 
called for creating a new, independent economic development organization that would not seek to influence 
public policy but instead focus on attracting and retaining jobs in San Francisco. SPUR also argued that 
this new organization should have a stable and non-political funding source to make sure it can carry out 
economic development activities over a several-year time frame.

SF’s economic outlook
In cooperation with the San Francisco 

Controller’s Office, SPUR hosted the 

MFAC Annual Economic Outlook Briefing. 

The briefing brings together experts 

from key industries — real estate, retail, 

hotels and banking — to discuss regional 

economic trends that affect the City 

budget. This year’s briefing focused on 

the significant implications of the great 

recession and how the City’s revenue 

projections should be adjusted to reflect 

those conditions.

The fight against “job 
sprawl”
SPUR continued to develop its focus 

on slowing our region’s “job sprawl,” 

the decentralization of jobs from cities 

to lower density areas. We first wrote 

about the growing regional competition 

for jobs and housing in a 2007 article. 

We produced a major policy paper on 

the future of downtown San Francisco 

in early 2009 and later wrote an article 

that proposed shifting work to specific 

job centers in Northern California. Since 

then, we have continued our research 

and shared our ideas at a number 

of forums, including the California 

Planning Roundtable and a forum 

sponsored by the Association of Bay 

Area Governments. SPUR continues to 

encourage planners to be as concerned 

about job sprawl as they are about 

housing sprawl. In 2010, we succeeded 

in making job sprawl a major area of 

concern for the Bay Area’s Sustainable 

Communities Strategy. In 2011 we will 

continue our research and advocacy 

around how to shift more work to 

locations served by transit.

Tax waste, not work
San Francisco is one of the only cities in 

California to levy a tax on the payroll of 

private businesses — a direct disincentive 

to creating jobs. SPUR and others argued 

that it would be preferable to shift the tax 

structure away from things we want more 

of (jobs) and onto things we want less of 

(waste and pollution, for example). This 

year, as Twitter threatened to leave San 

Francisco for Brisbane, SPUR advocated 

to eliminate the payroll tax and make it 

possible for successful companies to stay 

in San Francisco as they grow.



20 SPUR Annual Report 2010–11 SPUR Annual Report 2010–11    21

Good Government
www.spur.org/good_government

www.spur.org/budget-reform 

www.spur.org/june-2010-voter-guide 

www.spur.org/november-2010-voter-guide 

Our goal: Promote an effective, 
well-managed public sector and 
nurture a climate of civic engagement.

Budgeting firsts for SF
SPUR celebrated a number of San Francisco budgeting firsts: the City completed its first two-year budget, 
initiated its first five-year financial plan, and adopted reserve policies that will prevent the depletion of tax 
revenues during economic booms and require setting funds aside for recessions. These gains were the direct 
result of SPUR’s extensive work on 2009’s Proposition A, a suite of budget-process improvements that require 
the City to better forecast its expenditures and revenues. These firsts were an important step, but as the City 
budget worsened in 2010, SPUR continued to lead the public dialogue with a series of forums on budget deficits, 
capital planning and the growth in employee costs. SPUR’s leadership in these conversations raised awareness 
and underscored the severity of the financial pressures facing the City as the Great Recession wears on.

Ballot Analysis
Drawing on the collective skills and 

experience of our Ballot Analysis 

Committee and Board of Directors, 

SPUR analyzed 22 ballot measures for 

elections in June and November 2010. 

These included core SPUR issues such as 

earthquake and disaster preparedness, 

City retirement benefit costs, equitable 

collective bargaining, and even an 

innovative proposal to allow Saturday 

voting for the November 2011 election. 

This comprehensive analysis is widely 

regarded as the single best source in 

San Francisco for citizens to get an 

understanding of the issues they will face 

in the voting booth.

Good Government Awards
SPUR honored the work of outstanding 

City employees and teams with the 31st 

Annual Good Government Awards. The 

five awards acknowledged significant 

innovation and creativity taking place in 

the public sector. Winners represented 

the Department of Public Health, the 

General Services Agency, the San 

Francisco Airport Commission, Recreation 

and Parks, and the Human Services 

Agency.

Wise spending on capital 
projects
SPUR staff and board members served 

on the Citizens’ General Obligation Bond 

Oversight Committee. The committee 

oversees how the City spends general 

obligation bond proceeds, including such 

major capital projects as the rebuilding of 

Laguna Honda and San Francisco General 

hospitals, branch library improvements, 

and seismic retrofits of police and fire 

stations. SPUR initially proposed this 

committee and continues to look for 

ways to increase the City’s investment in 

infrastructure.
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Regional Planning
www.spur.org/regional_planning

www.spur.org/urbanist-san-jose 

www.spur.org/beyond-the-tracks

www.spur.org/bayplan 

Our goal: Focus regional growth 
into compact land-use patterns linked 
by excellent public transit.

SPUR vs. Sprawl
With the passage of California’s climate change laws — Assembly Bill 32 and Senate Bill 375, which led to 
a state mandate to reduce emissions by reducing driving — the legal framework for regional planning is in 
greater flux than it has been in decades. SPUR is deeply involved with the new round of regional planning at 
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission and Association of Bay Area Governments. The region is required 
to produce its first-ever Sustainable Communities Strategy, which will reorganize growth in a way that makes it 
possible for more people to get around without driving. Last year we advocated for high standards in curbing 
emissions, driving and sprawl — sometimes successfully, sometimes not. It’s too soon to tell how strong a 
document the Sustainable Communities Strategy will be. But with our allies in the environmental, social justice 
and business communities, we are making a major run at a visionary plan to shift population growth and job 
growth into compact centers adjacent to transit.

South Bay spring break: 
SPUR visits San Jose
In April, a group of 35 SPUR leaders took 

a three-day trip to Northern California’s 

largest city, San Jose. The trip reinforced 

the importance of San Francisco and San 

Jose working together on shared issues 

like high-speed rail, community planning 

and funding for infrastructure. The trip 

also established strong relationships 

between SPUR and two important 

partners: the City of San Jose and 1stACT 

Silicon Valley, a network of business, 

civic and arts leaders working to create 

a cultural identity for Silicon Valley. The 

trip was covered in the Urbanist with 

essays on retrofitting suburbia, San Jose’s 

model of economic development and the 

challenge of getting people to ride transit 

in spread-out Santa Clara County.

Updating the Bay Plan
SPUR provided detailed recommen-

dations to the Bay Conservation and 

Development Commission on its proposal 

to amend the Bay Plan with new findings 

on climate change and sea level rise. 

SPUR’s suggestions and line-item edits 

— widely used as the basis of other 

stakeholders’ comments — urged BCDC 

to address climate change in two ways. 

Within its narrow band of jurisdiction 

along the shoreline, we argued, BCDC 

should identify which areas are best 

protected and restored to wetlands, and 

which are good candidates for thoughtful, 

well-planned infill development that 

would curtail regional sprawl and reduce 

climate change. We also urged BCDC 

to work with other agencies and local 

governments to identify long-term 

regional flood protection strategies to 

reduce our vulnerability to projected sea 

level rise.

Readying the region for  
high-speed rail
We released “Beyond the Tracks,” a 

major report on high-speed rail and 

land use. Based on more than a year of 

work by a SPUR members, the paper 

described how high-speed rail will 

change California’s economic geography 

and argued for state-level guidelines and 

incentives to ensure that local planning 

and development can best respond to 

the opportunity of high-speed rail. While 

getting high-speed rail built is a major 

focus for SPUR, we know that it will not 

succeed unless we change the land use 

around the stations, as well.
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A master plan for Ocean 
Beach
SPUR launched a major master planning 

effort for Ocean Beach, one of the 

city’s most well-used resources — and 

biggest management challenges. The 

area hosts more than 2 million visitors 

a year, as well as two threatened bird 

species and much of the city’s critical 

wastewater infrastructure. Recent erosion 

south of Sloat Boulevard has created 

unprecedented momentum for a long-

range plan to address the protection of 

this important area. The master plan will 

consider ecology, infrastructure, access 

and amenities as the beach faces ongoing 

erosion problems and climate-induced 

sea level rise.

Securing our water supply
We published a paper analyzing 

the San Francisco Public Utilities 

Commission’s plan to diversify the city’s 

water resources with investments in 

conservation, groundwater and recycled 

water. SPUR supports the direction of 

San Francisco’s urban water plan for 

improving resource sustainability and 

local resiliency to disasters, including 

earthquakes and climate change. 

Sustainable Development
www.spur.org/sustainable_development

www.spur.org/potrerovictory 

www.spur.org/adaptation 

www.spur.org/greening-apartments

Our goal: Reduce the city’s ecological 
footprint through conservation 
and efficient use of water, energy and 
materials.

Big win: Potrero Power Plant closes
SPUR cheered when the Potrero Power Plant shut down for good 
on January 1, 2011. For more than two years, SPUR has advocated 
for closure of the Potrero Power Plant without replacing it 
with new fossil-fuel generation. SPUR worked with a coalition 
of advocates, including the Brightline Defense Project, on this 
environmental justice victory. 

Greening older apartment 
buildings
Multifamily apartment buildings make 

up more than two-thirds of the city’s 

housing stock — and most of them date 

from the days before anyone had heard 

of greenbuilding. Rebate programs to 

retrofit older buildings to use less water, 

energy and materials already exist, but 

they’re confusing and not well known 

or understood. SPUR convened a blue 

ribbon task force and published a major 

policy report on greening San Francisco’s 

existing apartment buildings, with a 

recommendation to the City that it create 

a “one-stop shop” for the rental housing 

community to access resources and 

services from various utilities. 

Better wastewater 
management
We worked with and testified in support 

of the San Francisco Public Utilities 

Commission’s adoption of goals for the 

Sewer System Improvement Program, 

a $5 billion program currently in the 

early planning stages to upgrade the 

city’s wastewater and storm-water 

management system. For years, 

SPUR has advocated for integrated 

water management and well-planned 

investments in green infrastructure to 

more sustainably handle storm water. 

Getting ready for climate 
change
We completed a major policy report on 

planning for climate change adaptation 

in the Bay Area. SPUR’s blue ribbon task 

force wrapped up two years of work and 

held four workshops to vet strategies 

for public health, energy, water supply, 

ecosystems, transportation and sea level 

rise. The report addresses how we should 

adapt to climate change in the Bay Area, 

including which tools and strategies 

will make us resilient to its most severe 

impacts: drought, higher temperatures 

and sea level rise. SPUR recommended 

more than 30 strategies for local and 

regional agencies to begin minimizing the 

region’s vulnerabilities to these long-term 

but potentially catastrophic effects.
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Street-level experiments: 
bike lanes and parklets
The San Francisco Great Streets Project 

catalyzes the return of San Francisco’s 

streets to their rightful place as the center 

of civic life. Along with the San Francisco 

Bicycle Coalition and the Project for 

Public Spaces, SPUR continued to be a 

core partner of the Great Streets Project, 

supporting initiatives such as long-term 

planning for improvements to Market 

Street, experimental trials for traffic-

calming and separated bike lanes, and 

the city’s first “parklets,” which transform 

parking spots into mini public spaces.

The Transbay Transit Center
The last year saw both progress and 

setbacks for the Transbay Terminal. 

Pre-construction work began, and 

most of the funding fell into place. But 

the project is threatened by efforts to 

reduce the height of buildings in the 

Transbay Redevelopment Area, which are 

to provide one of the major sources of 

funding. At the same time, the governor’s 

efforts to eliminate redevelopment 

funding throw the entire project area into 

question. Meanwhile, the extension of 

Caltrain into the terminal is threatened 

by Peninsula residents who want to stop 

high-speed rail, which would share tracks 

with Caltrain between San Jose and 

San Francisco. We spent the last year 

putting out fires of all kinds and working 

to remind people of how important the 

Transbay Terminal and extension of 

Caltrain are to the future of Bay Area 

transit.

Transportation
www.spur.org/transportation

www.spur.org/muni-reform

www.spur.org/saving-caltrain

Our goal: Make it easier to move 
around the city and make it a joyful 
experience to be out on the streets 
spending time in public.

Our big win: Muni reform
SPUR took on the controversial topic 
of transportation management by 
developing a ballot measure designed 
to improve the work rules at Muni. 
Our approach was not to rewrite 
specific rules at the ballot but rather 
to give both labor and management 
an incentive to trade better pay for 
more flexible work rules. We did this 
by removing a provision in the City 
Charter that had set pay by a formula. 
Proposition G won with 64 percent 
of the vote in November 2010. We 
are not naive about how long it takes 
to change a workplace culture, but 
this reform gave Muni new tools 
toward better morale and higher 
performance.

Saving Caltrain 
Caltrain is one of the most important 

transit systems in the Bay Area. With 

40,000 passengers a day, it connects San 

Francisco to Silicon Valley and provides 

a framework for transit-oriented growth 

up and down the Peninsula. But it has 

no stable revenue source and relies on 

annual financial support from transit 

agencies in three separate counties. 

When one agency decided to cut its 

funding, the other funders followed suit, 

presenting the region with the prospect 

of drastic service cuts — and tens of 

thousands more vehicles on the roads. In 

response, SPUR joined with other groups 

in Silicon Valley to discuss solutions for 

securing Caltrain’s future. Our goal: To 

find a sustainable long-term funding and 

governance model to save Caltrain. This 

work led to a SPUR policy paper framing 

the issues and suggesting funding ideas 

and structural changes to Caltrain. While 

the agencies found a short-term solution 

in 2011, the long-term fate of the agency 

remains unclear.

Meeting the challenges of 
high-speed rail
California secured federal funds to 

support initial construction of a high-

speed rail segment in the Central Valley. 

While SPUR had long argued that the 

ideal first phase to demonstrate the 

ridership potential of high-speed rail was 

the San Jose-to-San Francisco segment 

along the existing Caltrain corridor, we 

continue to be very supportive of the 

High Speed Rail Authority’s work. There 

are many reasons that the first segment 

was directed to the Central Valley — 

including opposition from residents on 

the Peninsula. These communities have 

legitimate concerns about the design, 

which we are working to address. SPUR is 

organizing support for the project while 

providing detailed input to the planning 

and design work. California is an ideal 

place to build high-speed rail, and we 

believe it’s a critical investment in the 

state’s future.

Watchdogging regional 
transportation 
This was a big year for regional 

transportation planning. The Metropolitan 

Transportation Commission started work 

on the 2013 Regional Transportation 

Plan and Sustainable Communities 

Strategy (see “Regional Planning”), as 

well as restructuring its Policy Advisory 

Council and launching a major study 

on the region’s transit system. SPUR 

Regional Planning Director Egon Terplan 

was appointed to a seat on the Policy 

Advisory Council, which provides input 

on major policy matters before the MTC. 

SPUR’s Transportation Policy Board also 

weighed in on the Transit Sustainability 

Project, which is analyzing the financial 

sustainability of the region’s transit 

system. Meanwhile, after almost 40 

years in service, BART announced it 

would replace its aging fleet of cars. 

SPUR provided early input to BART on its 

car-replacement program and reviewed 

capacity needs on the Bay Bridge 

corridor. 
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SPUR Income and Expenses

2010-11 
fiscal year

Expenses  

 Policy, programs & publications 1,940,256  69% 

 Development 353,997  13% 

 Urban Center 378,948  13% 

 Administration 140,765  5% 

 Total $ 2,813,966  100% 

Income   

 Special events 1,200,158  42% 

 Membership 946,537  33% 

 Grants 370,281  13% 

 Legacies and bequests 15,339  1% 

 Other donations 188,042  7% 

 Earned income 155,193  5% 

 Total $ 2,875,550  100% 

It is our great pleasure to share with 
you some of the most important 
accomplishments of the San 
Francisco Planning and Urban 
Research Association (SPUR) over 
the past year.

From its founding in 1910 as the 
San Francisco Housing Association, 
SPUR has grown into one of the 
leading civic planning organizations 
in America, respected for its 
independence and thoughtfulness.

SPUR’s mission is to promote good 
planning and good government. We 
do this by bringing people together 
to think about hard problems, 
developing solutions — and then 
advocating to put those solutions 
into practice. We strive to be at the 
cutting edge of thinking about what 
makes for sustainable, prosperous, 
equitable cities — while at the same 
time remaining deeply practical 
about how to make change.

What you will find in this annual 
report are the high points of our 
work this past year. But it is also a 
statement of our values. At SPUR, 
we are urbanists not just because 
we love cities but because we think 
cities are the answer to serious 
problems. We express this belief in 

the range of programmatic work 
we focus on: community planning, 
disaster planning, economic 
development, good government, 
regional planning, sustainable 
development and transportation. 

Being dedicated urbanists also 
means we don’t shrink from the 
many difficulties our region faces. 
While the past year has been 
extremely challenging as we work 
our way out of the Great Recession, 
it has also been a time of 
momentous positive change in the 
urbanized Bay Area. We continue 
to see the values of sustainable 
urbanism take hold and see 
growing support for a new wave 
of investments in public transit, 
compact development, public 
space and green infrastructure. 

We invite you to join our 
community of urbanists.
  
SPUR is a member-supported 
organization, and we depend 
entirely on the generosity of people 
like you to support our work. Join 
us online at www.spur.org/join

Gabriel Metcalf,
Executive Director

Letter 

What does it mean to be an urbanist? 
Dedication to work that supports 
sustainable, prosperous, equitable cities.
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Foundations and 
Grant Support 
Institutional donors supporting SPUR through 
grants, membership or event sponsorships.

Blum Family Foundation
Candeleria Foundation
Clarence E. Heller Charitable 

Foundation
Coastal Conservancy
Craigslist Foundation
Gaia Fund
Global Footprint Network
Gladys and Ralph Lazarus 

Foundation 
Golden Gate National Recreation 

Area
Hellman Family Foundation
The Koret Foundation
The Land Economics Foundation of 

Lambda Alpha International
Pisces Foundation
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
San Francisco Foundation
San Francisco Public Utilities 

Commission
Seed Fund of the Studio for Urban 

Projects
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), 

Department of the Interior
Urban Land Institute 
Wallace Alexander Gerbode 

Foundation
The Walter and Elise Haas Fund

Business Members 
and Donors 
Private, public and nonprofit entities supporting 
SPUR through membership and event 
sponsorships.

AECOM
Arup
Catholic Healthcare West
Degenkolb Engineers
Hathaway Dinwiddie Construction 

Co.
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
San Francisco Waterfront Partners
Shorenstein Company LLC
U.S. Bank Northern California
Webcor Builders
Wells Fargo & Co.

California Pacific Medical Center
Charles Salter Associates
EHDD Architecture
FME Architecture + Design
Hines Interests
Jackson Pacific Ventures
Lennar Corporation
McKesson Corporation
MJM Management Group
PB
San Francisco Business Times
San Francisco Giants
San Francisco International Airport
San Francisco State University
Seifel Consulting, Inc.
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, LLP
TPG
UCSF
Union Bank
Universal Paragon Corporation
Westfield San Francisco Centre
Wilson Meany Sullivan LLC

SPUR gratefully 
acknowledges 
the generous 
contributions to 
SPUR’s operating 
funds made by 
the following 
organizations and 
individuals in 
2010. 

We apologize for any omissions or 
inaccuracies to this listing and will publish 
any corrections in a future issue of the 
Urbanist. This list represents gifts made 
between January 1 and December 31, 2010.

SPUR Annual Contributors Academy of Art 
University

Allen Matkins Leck 
Gamble Mallory & 
Natsis LLP

AT&T
Atkins
AvalonBay 

Communities, Inc.
Avidex
Bank of America
Bank of the West
Beacon Capital 

Partners LLC
Bingham
Blue Shield of 

California
Blum Capital 

Partners, L.P.
The Boldt Company
BRE Properties Inc.
Buchalter Nemer
California Academy 

of Sciences
Cannon 

Constructors 
North, Inc.

CBRE Consulting
CH2M HILL
Charles Pankow 

Builders, Ltd.
Coblentz, Patch, 

Duffy & Bass, LLP
Comcast
Cox Castle & 

Nicholson, LLP
De La Rosa & Co.
Emerald Fund, Inc.
Environmental 

Science 
Associates

Farella Braun + 
Martel LLP

Filbert Management
Flynn Investments
Forest City 

Development
Gensler
Gerson Bakar & 

Associates
Herrero 

Contractors, Inc.
HOK
Hyatt Regency San 

Francisco
Jacobs 
The John Stewart 

Company
KMD Architects
KPMG LLP

Kwan Henmi 
Architecture/
Planning

Kyo-ya Company, 
LLC / Palace Hotel

Lend Lease
Luce, Forward, 

Hamilton & 
Scripps LLP

MBH
Meyers Nave LLP
Millennium Partners
Mission Bay 

Development 
Group, LLC

Morrison & Foerster 
LLP

MPA Design
Nelson/Nygaard
Nibbi Brothers 

General 
Contractors

Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe LLP

Parkmerced 
Investors 
Properties

Parsons 
Corporation

Perkins + Will
PIER 39 / Blue and 

Gold Fleet
Pillsbury Winthrop 

Shaw Pittman LLP
Polaris Group
Port of San 

Francisco
Prado Group
Presidio Trust
Public Financial 

Management, Inc.
ROMA Design 

Group
Safeway Inc.
San Francisco 

Municipal Transit 
Agency

Sedgwick, Detert, 
Moran & Arnold, 
LLP

Sheppard, Mullin, 
Richter & 
Hampton LLP

Savor: Catering by 
SMG

SmithGroup
Stockbridge Real 

Estate Funds LP
The Swig Company
Swinerton Builders

Tishman Speyer 
Properties

TMG Partners
Turner Construction 

Company
WSP Flack & Kurtz 

A. R.  Sanchez-Corea 
& Associates

Adobe Systems 
Incorporated

Arnold & Porter LLP
Avant Housing
Backstrom McCarley 

Berry & Co., LLC
BAR Architects
Barbary Coast 

Consulting
Barnes Mosher 

Whitehurst Lauter 
& Partners

Bay Area Rapid 
Transit District

BergDavis Public 
Affairs

Beveridge & 
Diamond, P.C.

Borel Private 
Bank and Trust 
Company

Boston Properties
BRIDGE Housing 

Corporation
Brown and Caldwell
Cahill Contractors
Carmel Partners
Carpenters Union 

Local 22
Cassidy Turley BT 

Commercial
CFRI Market Street 

Holdings LLC
Chicago Title 

Company
Chinatown 

Community 
Development 
Center

Christiani Johnson 
Architects

CHS Consulting 
Group

CirclePoint
City CarShare
City National Bank
CMG Landscape 

Architecture
Colliers International
Cresleigh 

Development LLC

Crosspoint Realty 
Services, Inc.

David Baker 
+ Partners 
Architects

DZH Phillips
Economic & 

Planning Systems, 
Inc.

Ellis Partners LLC
Field Paoli 

Architects
Fine Arts Museums 

of San Francisco
Flad Architects
Flood Building
Forell/Elsesser 

Engineers, Inc.
The Fremont Group
Friends of the San 

Francisco Public 
Library

Fritzi Realty
GenOn Energy, Inc.
Gibson Dunn & 

Crutcher LLP
Golden Gate 

University
GreenLeaf
Grosvenor Americas
Grubb & Ellis
Handel Architects, 

LLP
Harsch Investment 

Properties
Hastings College of 

the Law
HKS
HNTB Corporation
Hornberger + 

Worstell
Howard S. Wright 

Constructors
Hunt Construction 

Group
Johnson Hoke
Jones Day
Jones Lang LaSalle
Kay and Merkle, LLP
Kennedy/Jenks 

Consultants
Lurie Management, 

LLC
MacKenzie 

Communications, 
Inc.

macys.com
Mark Cavagnero 

Associates
The Mark Company
Market Square

McCarthy Building 
Companies, Inc

McLarand Vasquez 
Emsiek & Partners

Middlebrook + 
Louie, Inc.

Mithun
Moscone, Emblidge 

& Sater, LLP
Moss Adams
Nishkian Menninger
Northern California 

Carpenters 
Regional Council

NRG Energy Center
Ogden Contract 

Interiors, Inc.
Old Republic Title 

Company
One Hawthorne, LLC
Pacific Marketing 

Associates
Paul, Hastings, 

Janofsky & 
Walker, LLP

Plant Construction 
Company

PolicyLink
POLLACK 

Architecture
Presidio Bank
Related California
Reuben & Junius, 

LLP
Rincon Ventures L.P.
RMW Architecture 

and Interiors
Royston Hanamoto 

Alley & Abey
Rutherford and 

Chekene
Saint Francis 

Memorial Hospital
San Francisco 

County 
Transportation 
Authority

San Francisco 
DPW Bureau of 
Architecture

San Francisco 
Public Utilities 
Commission

San Francisco 
Redevelopment 
Agency

Sasaki Associates, 
Inc.

Seligman Western 
Enterpprises, Ltd.

Seven Hills 
Properties

Simpson Gumpertz 
& Heger Inc.

SKS Investments, 
LLC

SSL Law Firm
Stantec Inc.
Stein & Lubin LLP
STUDIOS 

Architecture
Tom Eliot Fisch
Turnstone 

Consulting 
Corporation

UCSF Real Estate 
Services

Urban Realty Co., 
Inc.

USF Masters 
Program in Public 
Affairs

Walker/Warner 
Architects

Woods Bagot 
Architects

WRNS Studio LLP
YMCA of San 

Francisco

AAA Northern 

California, Nevada 

& Utah

ABAG

Ad Valorem Solutions, 

LLC

The Adco Group

ARCADIS Malcolm 

Pirnie, Inc.

Architectural 

Resources Group

Argonaut Hotel

Baldauf Catton 

Von Eckartsberg 

Architects

Barg Coffin Lewis & 

Trepp LLP

BCCI Construction

Bingham, Osborn & 

Scarborough LLC

Bix Restaurant

Bogdan & Frasco

Build, Inc.

Burr Pilger Mayer

CAC Real Estate 

Management 

Company, Inc.

Capital and Counties

Caruso Affiliated

CGI

Chancellor Hotel
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Chinese Historical 

Society of America

Cisco Systems, Inc.

City Park

Clark Pacific

Coalition for Better 

Housing

Continental 

Development 

Corporation

Crescent Heights of 

America

D. R. Young Associates

D.N. & E. Walter & Co.

Daniel Solomon 

Design Partners

Daniller Consulting

DPR Construction, Inc.

Eastdil Secured

Ellerbe Becket

ENGEO Incorporated

Environmental Vision

EPIC Insurance 

Brokers

Equity Community 

Builders

Equity Office 

Properties Trust

Exploratorium

Fehr and Peers

Fisherman’s Wharf 

Community Benefit 

District

Forum Design, Ltd.

Friends of the Urban 

Forest

GCI General 

Contractors

General Services 

Administration

GFDS Engineers

Golden Gate National 

Park Conservancy

Ground Floor Public 

Affairs Corp.

Group I

Gruen Gruen + 

Associates

Hargreaves Associates

Hawkins Delafield & 

Wood LLP

HDR Engineering Inc.

Heller Manus 

Architects

Hill Companies, LLC

Hill Physicians Medical 

Group

HKIT Architects

Holland & Knight LLP

Holliday Development, 

LLC

Hotel Council of San 

Francisco

Howard, Rice, 

Nemerovski, 

Canady, Falk & 

Rabkin, PC

Hugh Groman Catering

Institute on Aging

The J. David Gladstone 

Institutes

J. E. Roberts-Obayashi 

Corporation

Jackson Street 

Partners

Japanese Community 

Youth Council

Japantown Merchant 

Association of San 

Francisco

Joie de Vivre 

Hospitality

Jones Hall

Ken Kay Associates

Keyser Marston 

Associates, Inc.

Korth Sunseri Hagey 

Architects

KSW Properties

Laborers’ International 

Union of North 

America Local 261

Larkin Street Youth 

Services

Leddy Maytum Stacy 

Architects

Lightner Property 

Group

Lockton Insurance 

Brokers, LLC

LSA Associates, Inc.

Mechanics Bank

Moffatt & Nichol

Monahan Pacific 

Development 

Corporation

Mosaic Financial 

Partners, Inc.

Municipal Executives’ 

Association

New Resource Bank

Nichols Booth & 

Associates, Inc.

Office of Charles F. 

Bloszies, Ltd.

On Lok Senior Health 

Services

Page & Turnbull

Pfau Long 

Architecture, Ltd.

Prowler, Inc.

PRWT Business 

Process Solutions

Ratcliff

Ryan Associates

San Francisco 

Apartment 

Association

San Francisco 

Architectural 

Heritage

San Francisco Ballet

San Francisco 

Beautiful

San Francisco 

Conservation Corps

San Francisco Travel

San Francisco Design 

Center

San Francisco 

Electrical 

Construction 

Industry

The San Francisco 

Housing Authority

San Francisco Marriott

San Francisco Parks 

Trust

Sherwood Design 

Engineers

SHN

Solem & Associates

Solomon Cordwell 

Buenz

SPEAK

Steinberg Architects

Streetline Networks

Sun Light & Power

Surface Work

T.Y. Lin International

Taste Catering & Event 

Planning

Tim Kelley Consulting

Top Vision 

Development LLC

Transbay Joint Powers 

Authority

TransForm

Transparent House

Treadwell & Rollo, A 

Langan Company

Unico Properties

Union Square Business 

Improvement 

District

Urban Real Estate 

Advisors

Vanir Construction 

Management

The Vanmark Group, 

Inc.

Walden Development 

LLC

Walker Parking 

Consultants

Wallace Roberts & 

Todd

Wedbush Securities

Wilbur-Ellis Company

William McDonough + 

Partners

Yerba Buena 

Community Benefit 

District

Yerba Buena 

Engineering & 

Construction Inc.

Urban 
Infrastructure
Council  
AECOM
ARCADIS Malcolm 

Pirnie, Inc.
Arup
CH2M HILL
PB
Turner Construction 

Company
Swinerton Builders
Webcor Builders

Principal, Curtis Development & Consulting
Co-Chair, SPUR Project Review Committee

What’s your favorite thing about living in 
the Bay Area? 
The natural beauty and ever-interesting built 
environment make this a special place to live. 
I also relish the racial and ethnic diversity 
and the appreciation of difference.

What’s your least favorite thing about 
living in the Bay Area? 
The extraordinary cost of living erodes our 
diversity. The lack of an efficient, reliable 
transportation system is also a perennial 
frustration.

What’s your best-kept local secret? 
McKinley Square on Potrero Hill. The nearby 

community garden has a great view of 
the San Francisco skyline. Potrero Hill and 
Dogpatch are filled with little oases away 
from the hustle and bustle of city life.

What do you think is the highest priority 
urban policy issue for SPUR in 2011? 
The major transportation projects underway, 
including the Transbay Terminal and high-
speed rail. Now the focus has to be on 
making sure they get done right.

What does being an urbanist mean to you?  
Cities are physical manifestations of multiple 
opposing social, cultural and economic 
forces. An urbanist understands, appreciates 
and knows how to create and thrive inside 
this dialectic.  

Charmaine Curtis
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Benefactors
Individuals making a significant contribution 
in support of SPUR’s programs as well as 
generous support through membership and 
event sponsorship.

Andy & Sara Barnes
Mark Buell & Susie Tompkins Buell
Bonnie Fisher & Boris Dramov / 

ROMA Design Group
Robert & Elizabeth Fisher
Linda Jo Fitz
David A. Friedman & Paulette J. 

Meyer
Anne Halsted & Wells Whitney
F. Warren & Chris Hellman
Vincent & Amanda Hoenigman
John Kriken & Katherine Koelsch 

Kriken
John Lazarus
Richard Lonergan
Dean Macris & Ruthe Stein
Terry Micheau & Rob Evans
George A. Miller & Janet McKinley
Sergio Nibbi
Larry Nibbi
Bill & Dewey Rosetti
Paul Sack
Charles & Trudy Salter
Charles R. Schwab
Lynn & Paul Sedway
Elizabeth (Libby) Seifel
Vivian Fei Tsen & Wayne Lew

Urban Leaders Forum
Individuals making a generous contribution to 
SPUR’s membership and event sponsorship.

Michael Alexander & Dianna 
Waggoner

David Baker
Alvin H. Baum, Jr.
Jonathan Bulkley & Lisa Baker
Michaela Cassidy & Terry Whitney
Jim Chappell
Nancy Cunningham Clark
Robert & Daryl Davis
Lynne Deegan-McGraw

Jennifer Devlin
Oz Erickson & Rina Alcalay, M.D.
Gary & Jane Facente
Doris Fisher
Mort & Frannie Fleishhacker
Jean Fraser & Geoff Gordon-Creed
John & Marcia Goldman
Richard N. Goldman*
David & Jane Hartley
Stanley D. Herzstein & Lynn 

Altshuler
James C. Hormel
Ron & Barbara Kaufman
Jacinta McCann & Joe Brown
John McNulty
Chris & Michelle Meany
Terence & Abigail Meurk
Beverly Mills
Bill R. Poland
N. Teresa Rea
Toby & Sally Rosenblatt
Mark Schlesinger & Christine 

Russell
Victor Seeto
Charlotte Mailliard-Shultz & 

George Shultz
John & Gussie Stewart
Roselyne C. Swig
Steven Swig
Lydia Tan
Brooks Walker, III 
John D. Weeden
Diane B. Wilsey

Jennifer & Doug Biederbeck/Bix 
Restaurant

Alan Billingsley
Annette L. Billingsley
Jan Blum
Zelda Bronstein
Walter & Leslie Burlock
Claudine Cheng
Julienne M. Christensen & Gregory 

H. Smith
Robert A. Corrigan, Ph.D. & Joyce 

Corrigan
Oscar De La Torre
Steven & Roberta Denning

Rebecca Dyas
Delia F. Ehrlich
Monica E. Finnegan
Rod Freebairn-Smith & Janet Crane
John M. Gantner
Gillian Gillett & Jeff Goldberg
Hillary Gitelman
Lisa & Douglas Goldman
Claude & Nina Gruen
Nina Hatvany
Alfred E. & Ruth Heller
Thomas Horn
Leslie & George Hume
Laurie A. Johnson
Sean Johnston
Burton Kendall & Sally Towse
David & Barbara Kimport
Lisa Klairmont & Harold Kleiderman
Patricia & Tom Klitgaard
Michael H. Kossman
David H. Kremer
Jude P. & Eileen Laspa
Robert Lawrence
Ellen Lou
John Madden
Caryl & Peter Mezey
Judith B. Nadai*
Michael Painter
John J. Parman
Roslyn & Lisle Payne
Nick & Leslie Podell
Chris Poland
Byron Rhett
Kirby Sack
Jack & Betty Schafer
John Schlesinger
Chi-Hsin Shao
Martin Skea
Robert Mittelstadt & Lynda Spence
Ruth & Alan Stein
Thomas F. Steyer & Kat Taylor
Luke Swartz
Bob Tandler & Valli Benesch
Michael Teitz, Ph.D.
Elizabeth & Martin Terplan
Robert A. Thompson
Irene Lindbeck Tibbits
Steve Vettel
George & Sally Williams

* DECEASED
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Michael & Inja Wilmar
Kay A. Wilson
Steven Winkel
Jacqueline L. Young & Robert Young
Paul Zeger

Legacy Society  
Individuals who have made or pledged a life 
estate gift to SPUR

Anonymous
Michael Alexander & Dianna
  Waggoner
North Baker*
John P. Behanna*
Jim Chappell
Eunice Elton*
John M. Erskine, M.D.
Rob Evans & Terry Micheau
Jean Fraser & Geoff Gordon-Creed
Diane Filippi
Anne Halsted &  Wells Whitney
Vincent & Amanda Hoenigman
Toby & Jerry Levine
Peter Tannen & David Strachan
Brooks Walker, III 

Individual Members 
and Donors

Alexa Arena 
Yosh Asato 
Doris G. Bebb 
Claire Bonham-Carter 
Douglas A. Booth 
Judith A. Boyajian 
Robert Bransten 
Thomas Brutting 
Doug Chew 
A.W. Clausen 
Kit Colbert 
Elizabeth L. Colton 
Edward & Nancy Conner 
Kelly Dearman 
Kelny Denebeim 
Amy Eliot 
Jim & Holly Farrell 
Gloria & Sol Feldman 
Lisa Feldstein 
Thomas L. Frankel 
Robert C. Friese 
Marsha Gale 
Launce Gamble 
Robert Gamble 
George C. Giles 
Kathryn Gillespie 
Derek Gordon 
Jennifer Gridley 
Maud Hallin 
Clayton Harrell 
Craig W. Hartman 
Craig Heckman 
Denise Heick 
W. Dean Henry 
Robert C. Herr 
Diane Filippi & Ephraim Hirsch 
John E. Hirten 
Patrick Hobin 
Dennis Hopkins 
Ken Kay 
Timothy Kelly 
John Kirkwood 
Gary Kitahata 
Laurence Kornfield 
Toby & Jerry Levine 
Janis R. MacKenzie 

Michael & Sande Marston 
Paul S. McCauley & Joan A. Kugler 
Steve McDonald 
J. B. McIntosh 
Sandra Mendler 
Amy Meyer 
Byron Meyer 
Lloyd Kirk Miller 
Bob & Kay Moline 
Dick Morten 
Tomiquia Moss 
Clare M. Murphy 
Jack Myers 
Robert D. Myers 
Joy Ou 
Chris Pemberton 
Mark Pierce 
Lauren A. Post 
Gordon H. Price 
Jack Price 
Helen Hilton Raiser 
J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. & Darryl L. 

Raszl, M.D. 
Toni Rembe 
Joel Roos 
John M. Sanger 
Jonathan Scharfman 
Warner Schmalz 
James & Connie Shapiro 
John Sias 
Michael Simpson 
H. Marcia Smolens 
Stuart & Lisbet Sunshine 
Douglas Thornley 
Will Travis 
Chuck Turner, Jr. 
Frances Varnhagen 
Brooks Walker, Jr. 
Howard & Merna Wechsler 
Shirley F. Weiss, Ph.D. & Charles M. 

Weiss, Ph.D. 
David Werdegar, M.D. 
Robert Whelan 
Kate White 
William Wilkinson* 
Roger & Ruth Wu

* DECEASED
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Henry Alvarez
Lewis Ames
Greg Andreas
Michael J. Antonini, D.D.S.
Sam & Mary Ann Aronson
Lawrence Badiner
Cheryl Barton
Matthew Barton
Robert Batinovich
Gretchen & John Berggruen
Faye Beverett
Heidi Bilodeau
David Black
Katherine & Donald Black
Nordin & Donna Blacker
Fred Blackwell
Lucian Robert Blazej
A. Lee Blitch
James Blomquist
Joseph E. Bodovitz
Bruce Bonacker
Margo Bradish
Kittie & Eugene A. Brodsky
Laurence Burnett
Micah Bycel
Marilyn Campbell
Andrew Casteel
Mark Cavagnero
Charles Charnas
Charles Edwin Chase

Joshua Cooperman
Adele Corvin
Charmaine Curtis
Gia Daniller-Katz
Ben Davis
Bart Deamer
Fred DeJarlais
Buck E. Delventhal
Brian Dodge
Richard Dreyer
Ronald Dudum
Stuart During
Lisa Erdberg
Niels Erich
John M. Erskine
Jennifer Estes
Katherine Fines
Brian Flaherty
David & Vickie Fleishhacker
Larry Fournier
Clement Galante
Christopher Garrett
Hartmut H. Gerdes
Amit Ghosh, Ph.D.
Brett Gladstone
Jerry Goldberg
Rick Gooch
Constance Goodyear Baron
Amy Gottlieb
Nan Grand-Jean
Sallie & Dick Griffith

Michael Grisso
Allen Grossman
Christopher Grubbs
James Haas
Tom & Cheryln Hart
Scott M. Haskins
Stefan Hastrup
Kimberly Havens
Douglas Hayward
Ramon Hernandez
Jennifer Heyneman
Jonathan Holtzman
Aidan Hughes
Victor Husary
Mary Huss
Richard Ingraham
Mr. & Mrs. Harold M. Isbell
Caryl Ito
Michael & Megan Janis
Brian Jencek
Mark Jensen
Masakane Kawai
Kim Pedley
Ken Kirkey
Stephen Koch
Florence Kong
Joel Koppel
Richard Kunnath
Ben Kutnick
Joan Lamphier
Jim & Ann Lazarus

Marketing Representative, Carpenters Local 
Union 22 
SPUR Board Member

What’s your favorite thing about living in 
the Bay Area? 
We are very diverse, and that adds to the 
vibrancy of business and culture.

What’s your least favorite thing about 
living in the Bay Area? 
Traffic.

What’s your best-kept local secret? 
It’s not exactly a secret, but I love the view 
from Twin Peaks. 

What do you think is the highest priority 
urban policy issue for SPUR in 2011? 
We need to approve and build affordable, 
dense, urban infill redevelopment.

What does being an urbanist mean to you?  
Being personally invested in the well being 
of the community where you live. 

Manuel Flores Jr.
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Christian Lemon
David Levine
Brian Liles
Tom Lockard
William Loftis
John B. Lowry
Nathan Lozier
Greg Lunkes
Ann Lyons
Jeremy Madsen
Andrew Mann
Robert Mann
Leonard Mastromonaco
Mary Anne McGuire-Hickey
Stephen Melikian
Cathy Merrill
Ron Miguel
Jeanne Milligan & Peter Dewees
Sandy & Jeff Mori
Richard De Long Morley
Daniel E. Murphy
Simin Naaseh
Hazel Nakamura
Andrew B. Nash
Bonnie & James Nelson
Martin Nolan
Paul Okamoto
Teresa Olle
Lester Olmstead-Rose
Charles R. Olson

Marcia Packlick
Ayse Pamuk
Tony Pantaleoni
Sylvie Pare
Michael Parish
Dana Merker
Gary Peck
Regina Phelps
Neil Poling
Fred Pollack
David Prowler
Sonia Ransom
Terry Reagan
Paul & Louise H. Renne
Evan Rose
Barbara & Richard Rosenberg
William Roth
Alan E. Rothenberg
Kevin D. Rowe
Mirian Saez
Barbara Sahm
Joanne Sakai
Gary Schilling
Glenn Shannon
Margaret V. Sheehan
Richard Sheng
Rich Shrieve
George Slack
William How Smith
Kate Stacy

Richard Stacy
Robert Steinberg
R.K. Stewart
Peter Straus
Jeremy Sugerman
Michael J. Sullivan & Paul Loeffler
Peter B. Sullivan
Raymond Sullivan
Yann Taylor
Meredith Trauner
Mark Trinidad
Jeffrey Truesdell
Carlos Vasquez
Jay Wallace
Rube Warren
Jonathan Weiner
R. Wallace Wertsch
Kevin Westlye
Nancy Whelan
Lori Wider
Evelyn Wilson
Jane Winslow
Howard Wong
Shelley Young
Lee & Peggy Zeigler
Merla Zellerbach
William Zellerbach
Jess Wendover Zimbabwe

Co-Chair, Silver SPUR Committee

What’s your favorite thing about living in 
the Bay Area? 
Sunday in Civic Center: the farmers’ 
market, Asian Art Museum, Main Library, a 
playground, shops, restaurants on Hayes, 
theater, opera and symphony matinees, all in 
10 level blocks.

What’s your least favorite thing about 
living in the Bay Area? 
Lack of a widely read newspaper that sets 
the agenda for daily discourse, establishes 
topics of shared interest and along the 
way gives all of us in the region the shared 
identity of being San Franciscans.

What’s your best-kept local secret? 
The treasures of the Bancroft Library at UC 
Berkeley are not a secret. What isn’t widely 
known is that after registering, anyone can 
enjoy the rare maps, photographs and texts.

What do you think is the highest priority 
urban policy issue for SPUR in 2011? 
Give young families the opportunity to 
stay in the city by building less expensive 
housing and fixing the school assignment 
hassle.

What does being an urbanist mean to you?
Thinking beyond your block and 
neighborhood to consider what’s best for 
the city and region.

Dave Hartley
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David Abercrombie
Luby Aczel
Daniel Adams
Gerald Adams
James Addicott
David Addington
John Addison
Craig Adelman
Susan Aitken
Terrance Alan
Mike Alexander & 

Mircalla Wozniak
Dan Aljoe
Shawn Allen
Colin Alley
Maya Altman
Mary Noreen 

Ambrose
Michael Amodeo
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Charles Thornton
Gerald Tierney
Richard Tilles
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Robert R. Tufts
Peter Tuozzolo
Hillary Turner
Victor Ume-Ukeje
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Peralta
Camille Venezia
Jim Wachob
Myrna Wagner
James Walbridge

Randy Waldeck
Peter Walker
Amanda Walter
Emily S. Wang
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John Ashworth

Director of Planning, Association of Bay Area 
Governments
SPUR Board Member

What’s your favorite thing about living in 
the Bay Area?
The relatively easy acceptance of differences 
and diversity that seems to be in our DNA.

What’s your least favorite thing about living 
in the Bay Area?
The high housing costs and uneven school 
quality can make this otherwise great area 
a very challenging place for non-affluent 
families to comfortably call home.

 

What’s your best-kept local secret?
Mint Plaza, just off Fifth and Mission, is a 
great addition to San Francisco and hopefully 
a harbinger of things to come in the Mid-
Market area.

What do you think is the highest priority 
urban policy issue for SPUR in 2011?
Ensuring that the Bay Area has a significant, 
sustainable source of redevelopment and 
transit funding, and that those funds are used 
in a way that makes the Bay Area a stronger 
region.

What does being an urbanist mean to you?
Being fascinated with and energized by cities 
and city life.

Ken Kirkey
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Gary Schefsky
Bill Scherer
Serena Schiller
John Schlenke
Clayton Schloss
Deborah Schmall
Marcia Schneider
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Bryan E. Grunwald
Penelope Grzebik
David Guarino
Erick Guerra
Eduardo Guerrero
Jaime Guerrero
Patrick Gunn
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Denise Heitzenroder
Edward Helfeld

20
10

 In
di

vi
du

al
 M

em
be

rs
 &

 D
on

or
sDena 

Aslanian-Williams
Andrew Dunbar & 

Zoee Astrakahn
Rebecca Atkinson
Eva Auchincloss
David Augustine
Robert Aydlett
William P. Bacon
Adah Bakalinsky
Cathleen Baker
Virginia 
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Robert Cirese
Jay W. Claiborne
Emily Clanahan
Ann Clark
Brian Clark
Noa Clark
Angelo Claudio

Director, San Francisco Community Justice 
Center
Secretary, SPUR Board of Directors

What’s your favorite thing about living in 
the Bay Area?
I love to eat, and this is a place of good 
eating! I also love the sheer beauty of the Bay 
Area. The bridges are breathtaking.

What’s your least favorite thing about living 
in the Bay Area?
Parking! I really want to see modes of public 
transportation improve in the Bay Area, so 
people can embrace public transit and reduce 
their dependency on automobiles.

What’s your best-kept local secret?
Best Burmese food: Mandalay, at 6th and 
California. The owners treat you like family.
Best view: Inspiration Point in the Presidio, 
where I got married.

What do you think is the highest priority 
urban policy issue for SPUR in 2011?
Developing our presence in the greater Bay 
Area. SPUR has been forward thinking about 
climate change, transit policy and other 
issues that affect the region. It’s critical that 
we play an active role in how the Bay Area 
plans for growth. 

What does being an urbanist mean to you?
Appreciating the complexity of living in a city 
and all it has to offer while being invested in 
making cities more livable and accessible for 
everyone.

Tomiquia Moss
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William M. McLeod
Tim McLynch
Trevor McNeil
Jenny McNulty
Dawn Meader 

McCausland
David Meckel
Justin Meek
Susannah Meek
Jignesh Mehta
Nicole Melas
Tom Merle
Wallace D. 

Mersereau
Julian Metcalf
Louise Meyer
Micah Meyers
Arthur Michel
Katherine Michonski
Chris Miers
Ronald Migdal
Olga Milan-Howells
Adam Millard-Ball
Courtney Miller
Jennifer Miller
Jordan Miller
Lesley Miller
Rebecca Miller
Gordon Millichap
Lovise Mills
Tracy Minicucci
KP Minott
Ellen Miramontes
Alexander Mitra

April Mo
Maren Moegel
Mie Mogensen
Brendan Monaghan
Celine Monget
Brittan Montalvo
Greg Moore
Jesse Moore
Kathrin Moore
Sarah Moore
Spencer W. Moore
Brenna Moorhead
Susana Morales 

Konishi
Andre Morand
Nicholas Morisco
Mia & Robert Morrill
Linda Morris
Ai Lin Morten
Willett Moss
Katie Muehlenkamp
David Mueller
Christopher 

Muenzen
Susan Mullaney
Matthew Mullen
Carolyn Mulvihill
Christina Mun
Bill Murphy
Elizabeth Murray
Karen Murray
Kristin Murtagh
Vinay Murthy
Gabriele Muselli

Peter A. Mye
Eve Myers
Edwin C. Nagel
Mark Nagel
Pam Nagle
Valentina Naglieri
Sarah Nahm
Keiko Nakagawa
Chiaki Nakajima
N. Claire Napawan
Fred Naranjo
Tanya Narath
Poonam Narkar
Kimberly Nash
Saied Nazeri
Brendan Nee
Jessica Neff
Richard Neill
Michelle Nelson
Tim Nelson
Alison Nemirow
Katherine Nesbitt
Brent Nettle
Stephen C. 

Neuburger Jr.
Donald Neuwirth
Walter & Ellen M. 

Newman
Danny Nguyen
Darrell Nguyen
Nima Niakan
Matthew Nichols
Sheila Nickolopoulos
Carrie Nielson

John T. Noguchi
Michael D. Nolan
Joe Nootbaar
Loren Nordlund
Zoanne Nordstrom
Gregg Novicoff
Alex Nowik
Heidi Nutters
Jennifer Nylund
Ronald A. Nyren
Max Obata
Victor Obeck
Katie O’Brien
Tamara Odisho 

Benjamin
Owen P. O’Donnell
Robert Ogilvie
Andrew Oglesby
Teresa Ojeda
Ken Oku
Newton Oldfather
Lindsey Ollman
Phil Olmstead
Jarred Olsen
Scott Olson
James O’Malley
Edwin Oostmeijer
Kris Opbroek
Tom Opdycke & 

Carol Brost
William A. Oren
Caroline Orsi
Catherine Osgood
Christine Osorio

Amy Felix 
Ossenbruggen

Patrick Otellini
Robert Otsuka
Gay Outlaw
David M. Overdorf
Sandra Padilla
Adam Pallin
Cora Palmer
Nicholas Palter
David Papandrew
Michael A. Papas
Daniel Parcerisas
Mariana Pareiras
Jessee Parish
Caroline Park
David Park
Yoo Park
Ellyn Parker
Johanna Partin
Alex Pascarzi
Greg Pasquali
Matthew Passmore
Annette Patch
Neal Patel
Scott Paterson
Jeremy Paul
M. Paloma Pavel
Michael Paves
John C. Paxton
Sarah Peck
Christopher 

Pederson
Lee Ann Peling

Julia Pellegrini
Marvin Peper
Neil Peralta
Stephen Perreault
Nick Perry
Steve Perry
Tessa Perry
Anne Peskoe
Joe Peters
Blake Peterson
Naya Peterson
Rachel Peterson
Molly Petrick
Natalie Pettry
Cali Pfaff
April Philips
Garth V. Phillips
Penn Phillips
Chelsea Phlegar
Kathleen Phu
Catherine W. 

Pickering
Barbara Pierce
Morgan Sutherland 

Pierce
Kayla Platt
Tamsen Plume
John C. Plytnick
Jeanie Poling
J. Kenneth Poole
Karolina 

Pormanczuk
Carrie Portis
Nelly Potter

Vice President, Parsons Brinckerhoff
SPUR Board Member

What’s your favorite thing about living in 
the Bay Area?   
San Francisco is an incredible city to run 
in, with Golden Gate Park, the Presidio, the 
Embarcadero and Crissy Field all woven 
into the fabric of one urban area. A sunrise 
run along Crissy Field is a great way to start 
a day (especially if I’m running with my 
wife).

What’s your least favorite thing about 
living in the Bay Area?
We’ve lost our way when it comes to 
respecting one another and our many 
different opinions. There’s too much 
polarization. SPUR has the ability to create 
a place where all sides of a discussion can 
be heard and respected. 

What’s your best-kept local secret?  
If I tell, it will no longer be a secret! I 
encourage everyone to set out and discover 
their own treasures.

What do you think is the highest priority 
urban policy issue for SPUR in 2011?
We need to continue our local policy 
success at SPUR while expanding to a more 
regional approach. The Bay Area’s metro-
economy is based on affordable housing, 
quality schools, job availability and good 
transportation. A city cannot support these 
initiatives alone. We should rely on the 
strength of the region in order to remain 
one of the best places to live, work and 
play. 

Stuart Sunshine
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Mark Helmbrecht
Megan Hemmerle
Jason Henderson
Will Henderson
Thomas Hendricks
Louise Hendrickson
Kevin Heneghan
Michael Henn
Bridget Hennessey
Todd Henry
Jon Hepworth
Krista Hermawan
Geoffrey Herrick
Myra Hester
Rachel Hiatt
Jessica Hickok
Bert Hill
Monty Hill
Leyla Hilmi
Elizabeth Hirsch
Gabriel Ho
Sarah Hobstetter
Dan & Tatiana 

Hodapp
Tina Hodgson
Elizabeth Hoehnke
Wolfgang Hoeschele
Sharon Hoff
Brian Hoffer
Cyndie Hoffman
Lisa Hoffmann
Donald Holcher
Patricia Holden
Melissa A. Holmes
John L. Holt
Thomas Holt
David Hooper
John Hopkins
Rachel B. Horsch
Ayse Hortacsu
Kay Hoskins
Heather Hough
Stephanie Houston
John Hovell
Kim Hoving
Richard Howard
Rob Hranac
Fiona Hsu
Lou Huang
Estacia Huddleston
Karin Marie 

Huelsman
Jessica Huey
Alec Hughes
Colin Hughes
Martin Huici
Bonnie Hulkower
Maryann Hulsman
Mari Hunter
Ellen Huppert

Shanna Hurley
Tim Hurley
Richard Hutson
Thang Huynh
Andrew Hyder
Sacha Ielmorini
John Igoe
Lucy Im
Matt Irwin
Robert Isaacson
Jennifer Ivanovich
Arvind S. Iyer
Kati Jackson
Lynn Jackson
Miriam Jacobson
Joseph James
Edward Janowicz
Nikolara Jansons
Dave Javid
Robert Jenkins
Aaron K. Jensen
Chris Jensen
Morten Jensen
James Jeong
Bruce Jett
Faith Jewell
Linda Jewell
Mark Jewell
Carla Johnson
Karl Johnson
Peter Johnson
Peter Johnson
Chris Jones
Glen Jones
Justin Jones
Aditi Joshi
Joshua Simon
Ellen Joslin Johnck
Dee Joyce
Tania Juarez
Catherine-Mercedes 

Judge
Joanna Julian
Dan Jurafsky
Aaron Jurgens
Brenda Kahn
Kevin Kahn
Ellen Kaiser
Nashua Kalil
Elizabeth Kantor
Kenneth Kao
Edward Kaplan
Jordan Karp
Jason Karpman
Thor Kaslofsky
Simone Katz-O’Neill
Maura Kealey
Kevin Kearney
JT Keeley
Greg Keller
Jerry Keller

Mary C. Kelley
Laurel Kellner
John Kelly
Jonathan Kelly
Megan 

Kelly-Sweeney
Theodore R. Kelter
Elizabeth Kenady
Patrick Kennedy
Kaleene Kenning
Diana Ketcham
Allison Kidd
Christopher Kiefer
Carolyn Kiernat
Donald H. 

Kieselhorst
Seth Kilbourn
Kevin Killen
Richard Kim
Seon Joo Kim
Yeon Tae Kim
Kazuko Anne Kimura
Mark Kindred
Katherine King
Joe Kirchofer
Natalie Kitchen
Natalie Kittner
Mark Klaiman
Heather Klein
I.W. Klein
Jordan Klein
Michael Klein
Jonathan Kleinbart
Kathy Kleinbaum
Frederick J. 

Klemeyer, Jr.
Randall Kline
Keith Knapp
Walter Knoepfel
Soomin Ko
Amanda Kobler
Anne Koeller
Paul Kohler
Thomas Kohlwein
Sheila Kolenc
Diana-Namyoon 

Kong
Vaughn Korbin
Brian Korver
Andrew Kosinski
Herb Kosovitz
Kristoffer Koster
Amit Kothari
Janine Kraus
Sibella Kraus
Skyler Kressin
Beatrice Krivetsky
Joern Kroll
James Krotzer
William Ktsanes
Ping Kuang

Mary Kuhn
Skot Kuiper
Maggie Kuo
Sailaja Kurella
Katherine Kurtak
Ryan Steven 

Kushner
Byron Kuth
Sylvia Kwan
Amy Kwok
Joseph LaClair
Sharon Lahr
Anne Laird-Blanton
Bobifer Lake
Shefali Lakhina
Becky Lam
Walter Lamberson
Christine Lamorena
Cindy Lan
Joseph Landry
Seth Landy
Brendan Lange
Jason 

Langkammerer
Lily Langlois
Ashley Langworthy
Hans Larsen
Benjamin Larson
David J. Larson
Norman T. Larson
Susan Lassell
Jed Lau
Roderick Laubscher
Casey Lauderdale
Kassin Laverty
George Lawson
Michael Learned
Nancy Leavens
Margot Lederer
Christina Lee
Dennis Lee
Lauren Lee
Olson Lee
Peter L. Lee
Sue Lee
Jennifer Lehane
Debra Leifer
Lewis Lem
Carolyn Lenert
Brendan Leonard
Karen Leonard
Charles Leoni
Amelie Lesser
Hin S. Leung
Mandy Leung
Hadasa Lev
Paul Levin
Jon Levine
Jake Levitas
Robin Levitt
Alex Lew

Eugene & Ellen Lew
Deric Licko
Marcia Lieberman
Bruce Liedstrand
Ted Lieser
T. Michael Liles
Tim Lillis
Victor Lim
Cindy Lima
Angela Lin
Michelle Lin
Hannah Lindelof
Natalie Linden
Norbert Lindenberg
Lucy ling
Jessica Lisagor
Robert Little
Shannon Little
Heather Littlejohn
David Liu
Matthew Livsey
Jeremy Lizt
Barbara Llewellyn
Clinton J. Loftman
Michael Logue
Jean Long
Jan Longwell
Brian Loper
Ivan Lopez
Ricardo Lopez
Shayan Lotfi
Eric Loughridge
Kristi Loui
Athina Loumou
Jeff Loustau
Kristin Lovejoy
Cliff Lowe
Nikki Lowy
Thomas Loynd
Sara Lu
James J. Ludwig
Joel Luebkeman
Sherman Luk
Laura Lukitsch
Jennifer Luks
Ti Lung
Elinore E. Lurie, 

Ph.D.
Norman Luttrell
Stephanie C. 

MacColl
Donald MacDonald
Bob Macke
Dennis MacKenzie
Chelsea Maclean
Lindsey Maclise
Mark Macy
Kristen Maddas
Rayne Madison
Larry Madsen
Nancy Madynski

Richard Magary
Miika Mahonen
Eric C. Mai
Antoinette Mailliard
Carrie Makarewicz
Mimi Malayan
James Mallery
David Mandel
Dave Mangot & 

Peggy Grigus
Richard Manser
Jonathan Manzo
Tony Manzo
Robert March
Emma Marchant
Lawrence Marcus
Mike Marcus
Diana Marquez
Jacqueline Marquez
Merideth Marschak
Jennifer Marshall
Douglas Martin
Jane Martin
Matt Martin
Sophie Martin
Michelle Martinea
Connie M. Martinez
M. O. Massialas
Robert Masys II
Julia Mates
Pamela Mathis
Lauren Mattern
Mary Pat Mattson
Karen 

Mauney-Brodek
Bree Mawhorter
Susan McArdle
Tomas McCabe
Brian McCarthy
Joseph  Forbes 

McCarthy
Ryan McCarthy
Mark McClaustland
Benjamin McCloskey
Michael McCone
Nini Charles McCone
Cullen McCormick
Wesley McCullough
Mary McDonald
Eric McDonnell
Peter McDonnell
Adam McDonough
Melissa McDonough
Kate McGee
Ariel McGinnis
Matt McGraw
Emily McGuire
Asher McInerney
Todd McIntyre
Nathan McKenzie
Jeanne McKinney
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Christina Stansell
Michael Stanton
John Stark
Joe Starkey
James Stefanski
Adrianne Steichen
Joshua Steinberger
Megan Stephenson
Merideth Sterkel
Jonathan Stern
David Sternberg
Ed Stewart
Julia Stewart
J. Lee Stickles
James Stillman
E.O. Stinson
Allison Stone
Brenda Stone
Victoria Stone
Katie Storey
David Strain
Marilyn Straka
Gary Strang
Howard Strassner
Michele D. Stratton
Adam Straus
Kim Stryker
Cathie Stumpenhaus
David T. & Barbara 

M. Styles
James Suh
Sam Suleman
Cathleen Sullivan
Charles Sullivan
Mimi Sullivan
Timothy Sullivan
Ben Sun
Peter Sutherland
Dave Sutter
Jay Sutter
James R. Sutton
R. Brook Sutton
Ken Suzuki
Jon Swae
Tyler Swartz
Alexandra Sweet
Jeff Swenerton
John Swiecki
Joshua Switzky
George Sycip
Sarah Syed
Sean Sylvis
Lynn Sywolski
Ryan Tabaldi
Matthew Taecker
Seth Taft
Jesse Taggert
Cindy Talley
Barbara Tam
Winnie Tam
Mario Tanev

Britt Tanner
Emily Taron
Michael Tauber
Diane Taylor
Lisa Taylor
Randall Taylor
Valerie Taylor
William Taylor
Thomas Tellefsen
Fritz Terplan
Tony & Pat 

Theophilos
Sven Thesen
Cassandra Thomas
Marian Thomas
Michael Thomas
William S. Thomas
Ben Thompson
Michelle Thong
Julie Tilley Barlow
John Tillotson
Aurelio Tinio
Judy Tisdale
Antonio Tolentino
Micheal Tornabene
Anne Torney
Shannon Torrey
M. Christine 

Torrington
Alexander Tran
Phi Tran
Roger Tran
John Tregenza
Julia Trilling
Beau Trincia
Judson True
John Tsai
Jessica Tse
Gayle Tsern Strang
Ada Tso
Suzanne Tucker
Thomas Tunny
Jay Turnbull
Kathy Owyang 

Turner
Mark Turner
Paul Turner
Sandro Tuzzo
Frances Tywoniak
Ivy Tzur
Roger Unna*
John Updike
Fae Urban
Dilan Urun
Mark Valentine
Patrick Valentino
Tom Valtin
Wietske van Erp 

Taalman Kip
Julia Van Roo

Martin Vanderlaan & 
Patricia Post

Juliette Varciag
Elizabeth Vasile
Kay Vasilyeva
Emily Vassos
Anthony Veerkamp
Sara Vellve
Joel A. Ventresca
Susan Verba
Jack Verdon
Adriana Vermut
Walt Vernon
Christopher 

VerPlanck
Rene Vignos
Noel Vivar
Claire Vlach
Vladimir Vlad
Kimberly Voisin
Willem Vroegh
Isabel Wade
Megan Allison Wade
Asiya Wadud
Jennifer Waggoner
Kim Walesh
Kevin Walker
Brian Walker
Debra Walker
Merti Walker
Richard Walker
Denise Wall
Richard & Pansy 

Waller
Lisa Wan
Sherry Wan
Kit Wang
Kristy Wang
Tracy Wang
Xuan Wang
Paul Wanzer
Gerald Warburg & 

Joy Jacobson
Lynda Ward
Scott Ward
Christopher Wasney
Marisol Wauters
Syd Wayman
Tyler Weeks
Chloe Weil
Emily Weinstein
Nikolas Weinstein
David Weinzimmer
Sarelle T. Weisberg
Lisa Weitekamp
Teresa Welborn
Charla Welch
Erin Wendt
Emily Weninger
Alex Werth
Steve Wertheim

Brady Wescott
Nicole West
Susan Elizabeth 

Westbrook
Bruce C. Westland
Laura Weyl
Nicole Wheaton
Darryll White
David White
Dustin White
Jeffrey White
Nicholas White
Tyler White
William White
Lisa Whitman
Wallace Whittier
Greg Wick
Rick Wiederhorn
Scott Wiener
Dave Wientjes
Andrew Wietstock
Marika Wiggan
Lawson Willard
Jeff Williams
Michael Williams
Nancy Williams
Ian Williamson
Ciaran Wills
David Wilson
Keith Wilson
Marcel Wilson
Monica Wilson
Peter Winch
Kyle Winkler
Joanna Winter
Ann Winterman
Lisa Wise
Brian Witt
Christina Wolf
Jessica Wolfe Taylor
Mark Wolfe
Tim Wolfred, Ph.D.
Alan Wong
Deborah J. Wong
Dennis C. Wong
Jennifer Wong
Larry Wong
Samson Wong
Sandra Wong
Ravadee 

Wongkalasin
David Wood & 

Natalie Diggins
Elizabeth Antoinette 

Wood
Glenn Wood
Jeffrey S. Wood
Rebecca Woodbury
John H. Woodford
Corinne Woods
Nancy Woodward

Dee Dee Workman
Paul Workman
Chris Wright
Walker Wright
Robert Wrisley
Cindy Wu
Daniel Wu
Elaine Wu
Michael Wykoff
Donald L. Wyler
Crystal Yang
Wright Yang
Howard Yao
Edward Yarbrough
Victoria Yau
Cynthia Yee
Ming Yeung
Jessica Yin
Ying Ying Yong
Rachel Yu
Matthew Zapruder
Jason Zasa
Jessica Zdeb
Scott Zengel
Josh Zerkel
Peter Zerzan
Shane Zhau
Tracy Zhu
Irma & Arthur Zigas
Lisa Zimmerman
Miriam Zuk
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Michael Powell
Dera-Jill Pozner
Liza Pratt
Bruce Prescott
Kent Price
Steve Price
Matthew Priest
Bethany Pritchett
Gregory Proefrock
Tom Proulx
Anderson Pugash
Liane Quan
Meghen Quinn
Michael Rabanal
Chirag Rabari
Jessica Rafferty
Amit Raikar
Jeffrey Raker
Carolina Ramirez
Elizabeth Ranieri
Ravikanth Rao
Christina Ratcliffe
Chad Rathmann
Gerald Ratto
Catherine 

Rauschuber
Marcus Rector
Christine Reed
J.T. Rehbock
James M. Reilly
Lizzie Reisman
Richard C. Reisman
Peter Reitz
Adam Rendek
Mark E. Rennie
Amy Ress
Elisa Reutinger

Jeannette 
Revel-Mauro

Stephanie Rexing
Michelle Reyes
Margaret Rhee
Dave Rhoads
Jeffrey David 

Rhoads
Erin Rhodes
Michael Rhodes
Michael Rice
Jillian Rich
Andrew Richard
Peter Richards
Stuart Rickard
Eric Ridenour
Greg Riessen
Francis J. Rigney, 

M.D.
Katherine Rinne
Andrew Rivera
Stephen Allen Roake
Gerald Robbins
Chris Roberts
Anna Robinson
Andrew Rodgers
Adhamina 

Rodriguez
Berta Rodriguez
Byron Rodriguez
James Rogers
Jonathan Rogers
Michael Rogers
Rochelle Roldan
Peter Rosenbaum
Jim Ross
Steve Ross

Barbara & John 
Rosston

William Roten
Nan & Nathan Roth
Jessica Rothschild
Joyce Roy
Jasper Rubin
Gayle Rubin, Ph.D.
Emily Rusca
Dorek Jamie Rusin
Carina Ryan
Justin Ryan
Anders Ryerson
Theodor Rzad
Donald Saelinger
Alexander Salazar
S. Jason Salfen
Stephen Salomon
Ethan Salter
Azra Samiee
Peter San Jule
Enrique Sanchez
Javier Sanchez
Michael D. Sanger
Tomas Sanguinetti
Alison Sant
Sara Jensen
Jeanette Sasek
Nakul Sathaye
Matt Satlak
Calen Savala
Lauren Sayag
Michael Scanlon
Jackson Scarlett
Gary Scharlach
Jeremiah Schaub
Betsey Scheiner

Heath Massey 
Schenker

Lelia Scheu
Matthew Schidkret
Hilary Schiraldi
David Gast & Elena 

Schmid
Misti Schmidt
Robert E. Schmitt
Kent Schoberle
David Schonbrunn
Brent Schroeder
Chris Schroeder
Jeffrey Schroeder
Paul Schuette
Michael Schwartz
Paul Schwartz
Susan 

Schwartzenberg
Kennan Scott
Mary Scott
Dana Seabury
Nadia Secreto
Dewey & BQ Seeto
Warren Quin Seeto
James Seff
Andrew Segal
Angela & Barzel 

Segal
Ben Seisdedos
Neil Sekhri
M. Thea Selby
Linda Seltzer
Robert Semper
Jason Serafino
Milt Seropan
Jennifer Serwer

Keith Seymour
Leah Shahum
Stephanie Shakofsky
Agnes Shapiro
Stephen Shapiro
Geoff Sharp
Marilyn Shaw
Kevin & Dominique 

Shelley
Alisa Shen
Amy Shen
Christine Shen
William R. Shepard
Zachary Shepard
Robert Shepherd
Abraham Sheppard
Alyssa Sherman
Sandy Sherwin
Laura Shifley
Gail Shifman
David L.R. Shiver
Honey Shor-Posner
Steven Shum
Seth Sias
Donald Sibbett
Dr. Armand J. Silva
Iana Simeonov
Chris Simi
Kathryn Simmonds
Beau Simon
Kent Sims
Eric Simundza
Krute Singa
Joshua Singer
Chandini Singh
Mayank Singh
Amy Sinsheimer

Jamie Sinz
Eric Sirois
Sameena Sitabkhan
Karen Siverson
Leah Skahen
Meredyth Skemp
Amy Skewes-Cox
Rhonda Slavik
Jason Smart
Gabe Smedresman
Ben Smith
Brooke Ray Smith
H. William Smith, III
Jeffrey Smith
Ken Smith
Mary-Ellen Smith
Paul Smith
Steven H. Smith
Michael Smithwick
Connie Smyser
Louisa Smythe
Regina Sneed
Virginia Snider
Rebecca Snyder
Jennifer Sobol
Cristina Soeiro
Kate Sofis
Heidi Sokolowsky
Mark Sole
Marilyn Solloway
Maria Solorzano
Miriam Sorell
Lisa Spearman
Elisabeth Sporer
Elizabeth Stampe
Brian Stanke
Don Stannard-Friel

Emeritus Professor of City and Regional  
Planning, UC Berkeley
SPUR Board Member

What’s your favorite thing about living in 
the Bay Area?
The unparalleled access to amazing and 
beautiful places; also, the great restaurants.

What’s your least favorite thing about living 
in the Bay Area?
Traffic. Ideological arrogance.

What’s your best-kept local secret?
Why should I tell you? Okay, Estero Trail on 
Point Reyes.
 

What do you think is the highest priority 
urban policy issue for SPUR in 2011?
For this year, and many to come, it is climate 
change. We are acting locally, but it’s not 
enough to prevent a global tragedy of 
enormous scale.

What does being an urbanist mean to you?
Contributing to work on the key issues of our 
era. The world is now urban.

Michael Teitz
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The success of
SPUR is due
in large part to
the significant
contributions
of its volunteer
board members.
We thank them for their dedication to
good planning and good government in
San Francisco and the Bay Area.

Co-Chairs
Linda Jo Fitz
Lee Blitch

Executive Director
Gabriel Metcalf

Co-Vice Chairs
Emilio Cruz
David Friedman
Mary McCue
Bill Rosetti
V. Fei Tsen

Secretary
Tomiquia Moss

Treasurer
Bob Gamble

Immediate Past Co-Chair
Andy Barnes

Advisory Council Co-Chairs
Michael Alexander
Paul Sedway

Directors
Carl Anthony
Alexa Arena
Fred Blackwell
Chris Block
Larry Burnett
Michaela Cassidy
Madeline Chun 
Michael Cohen
Charmaine Curtis
Gia Daniller-Katz
Oscar De La Torre
Kelly Dearman
Shelley Doran
Oz Erickson
Manny Flores
Norman Fong
Gillian Gillett
Chris Gruwell
Anne Halsted
Dave Hartley
Mary Huss

Chris Iglesias
Laurie Johnson
Ken Kirkey
Florence Kong
Dick Lonergan
Ellen Lou
Janis MacKenzie
John Madden
Gordon Mar
Jacinta McCann
Chris Meany
Ezra Mersey
Terry Micheau
Mary Murphy
Jeanne Myerson
Brad Paul
Chris Poland
Teresa Rea
Byron Rhett
Wade Rose
Victor Seeto
Elizabeth Seifel
Chi-Hsin Shao
Ontario Smith
Bill Stotler
Stuart Sunshine
Michael Teitz
James Tracy
Will Travis
Steve Vettel
Debra Walker
Cynthia Wilusz-Lovell
Cindy Wu

Our Board Inkind Donors 

AECOM
Amber India Restaurant
Architecture for Humanity
Avidex
Betty Zlatchin Catering
Blueprint Studios
BPS Reprographics, now ARC
Cappa & Graham
CEOs for Cities
Citizen Cake
Clear Channel Outdoor
Comcast
Everything AV
EXBROOK
Bonnie Fisher & Boris Dramov
Flora Grubb Gardens
Foreign Cinema
Global Gourmet
Hugh Groman Catering
La Bonne Catering
Karen Leonard
Rachel & Jake Leonard
Lawrence Li
LRE Catering
McCall Catering
Melon’s Catering

Michael Michalek
One Hawthorne
Orson
Paula LeDuc Fine Catering
REBAR
Richard Register & Ecocity Builders
Salesforce.com
Salt House
San Francisco Business Times
Savor/SMG Catering
Storefront for Art & Architecture 
Micheal Tornabene
Vivian Fei Tsen
Zaré at Fly Trap

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Editorial concept and design: EXBROOK, Inc

Photography: all photos are Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 2.0 Generic (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0) except as 
noted.

cover: SPUR
p2 Flickr user Jim Nix / Nomadic Pursuits
p3 SPUR
p4 Flickr user Thom Watson
p5–7 SPUR 
p8 Flickr user Todd Lappin, Telstar Logistics
p9 San Francisco Bicycle Coalition
p10 Flickr user Anita Hart
p11 SPUR
p12 © SOM
p13 SPUR
p14 top, © SOM; bottom, Flickr user Payton Chung
p15 top, National Park Service; left, SPUR;
  right, © San Francisco Arts Commission
p16 left, J.K. Nakata, U.S. Geological Survey; right,  
  Smithsonian Museum of Natural History
p17 top, Flickr user Alan Grinberg; right, Flickr user Jason  
  Holmberg
p18 Flickr user Ohan Ben-Yoseph
p19 top, Flickr user Images by John ‘K’; left, Flickr user  
  Doc Searls; right, Flickr user Samuel Mann
p20 Flickr user Randy Hendersen, Henderson Images
p21 top, SPUR; right, Flickr user mayorgavinnewsom 
p22, Flickr user Images by John ‘K’
p23 top, Flickr user Jill Clardy; left, SPUR
p24 Flickr user jbSF
p25 top, Flickr user Christina B Castro; right, Flickr user  
  SP8254
p26 SPUR
p27 top, Flickr user Troy Holden; bottom, CHSR
  California High-Speed Rail
p29 Winni Wintermeyer

SPUR board member portraits: Noah Christman, except   
  on p43 Stuart Sunshine
 
Photo retouching: Daniel Furon, www.furon.net

The success of SPUR is due in large part to the significant 
contributions made by the people who volunteer to serve on 
its board. 

President, Tsen & Associates
Co-Vice Chair, SPUR Board of Directors

What’s your favorite thing about living in 
the Bay Area?
Fabulous walks along the edge of the 
continent; great ethnic restaurants; the 
diversity of people; wild, open places close to 
the urban core; and the best organic produce 
sourced from local farms.  

What’s your least favorite thing about living 
in the Bay Area?
The amount of time it takes to get consensus 
on important projects and regional issues, 
such as the Bay Bridge, high-speed rail and 
affordable housing.

What’s your best-kept local secret?
Best dim sum: the steamed dumplings (xiao 
long bao) at Yank Sing in Rincon Center.
Best secret walk: the Vallejo Street stairs 
descending from Russian Hill to Chinatown.

What do you think is the highest priority 
urban policy issue for SPUR in 2011?
Linking affordable housing with jobs and 
superior public transit.  

What does being an urbanist mean to you?
Caring passionately about cities and the 
qualities that make them great places to 
live. A true urbanist is also a “flaneur” who 
loves to stroll the city to discover, savor and 
celebrate it. 

V. Fei Tsen
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