
Resources on Privately Owned Public Open Spaces 
 
San Francisco 
 
An interactive map of the city’s Privately Owned Public Open Spaces – and public art – 
is at popos.sfplanning.org. The page also includes information on signage, design 
standards and enforcement. 
 
A printable map is at http://bit.ly/WKzDJ9 
 
The Transit Center District Plan, a sizable file, is at bit.ly/X77Va2. The information on 
the district standards for POPOS is on page 60. 
 
The 1985 guidelines for downtown open space is at 
www.sf-planning.org/ftp/general_plan/images/downtown/TABLE1.HTM  
 
The SPUR guide to POPOS, including a description and critique of each space, is at 
www.spur.org/files/popos-guide.pdf 
 
John King’s 2012 package on issues surrounding POPOS and their accessibility is at 
http://bit.ly/10tqyg3 and http://bit.ly/ZNToln 
 
 
New York 
 
Information on New York City’s Privately Owned Public Spaces – including design 
guidelines and a detailed map – is at http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/pops/pops.shtml 
 
The website of the group Friends of Privately Owned Public Space is at http://f-pops.org/ 
 
The website of Thomas Balsley Associates, including information on several privately 
owned plazas, is at http://www.tbany.com/ 
 
 
 
Books: 
 
 
Everyday Urbanism: Expanded Edition, edited by John Chase, Margaret Crawford and 
John Kaliski (Monicelli Press, 2008) 
 
Privately Owned Public Space: The New York City Experience, by Jerold Kayden, 
(Wiley, 2000) 
 
The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces, by William H. Whyte (Project for Public Spaces, 
2001) 
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