


What's Next California”? (WNC)

e State-wide Deliberative Poll
— Torrance, CA
— June 24-26, 2011

— 412 registered voters participated (93%
attendance!)

— Topics: Initiative Process, Legislative
Representation, State/Local Reform, Taxation




WNC - Representativeness

 Demographic Representativeness

— Participants vs. Comparison Group (Non-
Participants)
* No significant differences: gender, age, education

level, employment status, marital status, ethnicity,
political ideology, party affiliation, and region.

« Significant differences: annual household income
and religious service attendance




WNC — Initiative Process

Support Increased — 17%

e Creating a formal review
process to allow an
Initiative’s proponents to
amend an initiative
following public input

76%




WNC — Initiative Process

Support Increased — 9%

« Publishing the top five
contributors for and
against each ballot
measure in the ballot
pamphlet




WNC — Initiative Process

Opposition Increased — 7%

* Allowing the legislature to
amend an initiative that 51%

has already passed,
subject to a public review
and the agreement of the
Initiative’s proponents




WNC - Legislative
Representation

Support Increased — 35%

* Lengthening Assembly
terms from 2 years to 4 80%

and Senate terms from 4

years to 6”




WNC —Legislative
Representation

Support Increased 16%

* Requiring the Governor
and the Legislature to 799,
adopt two year instead of

one-year budgets




WNC — Legislative
Representation

Support Increased -13%

» Each legislator should
represent fewer people, 71%
even if that means that
the Legislature contains
more Legislators




WNC — State/Local Relations

Support Increased — 6%

* Transferring from the
state to local
governments control and
financing of services
provided at the local level
and requiring minimum
standards for delivering
them




Before After

Proposal e _
P Discussion | Discussion

Establish clear goals for government programs, assess and report on progress toward them at least

86% 90%*
once every ten years.

Require the Governor and the Legislature to adopt two-year instead of one-year budgets. 56% 12%*

Require the Governor and the Legislature to publish three and five year budget projections prior to

0 0/ %
the budget vote each year 8% | 83

Transfer from the state to local governments control and financing of services provided at the local

67% 73%*
level and require minimum standards for delivering them. 0 0

Require state and local governments to identify policy goals and publish progress toward meeting

89% 92%*
them.

Require legislation creating new programs or tax cuts costing 525 million or more to indicate how

0 0/ %
they will be paid for, 8% | 88%




WNC - Knowledge

How large a majority of the State
Legislature is needed to increase
taxes?

How large a majority of the
Legislature is needed to approve
a proposed constitutional
amendment?

How about the California State
Assembly?

Which political party holds the
majority in the California State
Senate?




WNC - Knowledge

Governor's recent budget
proposal, largest single share of
spending goes to...?

On average, which state has the
highest total tax burden?

Which state has the most
residents per member of the state
legislature?

Ballot measures can be signed
by...




WNC — Event Evaluation

| learned a lot about people very _
different from me - about what
they and their lives are like. 3.7
® Agree
Disagree
moderator sometimes tried to I 29
influence the group with his or

her own views

moderator provided the _

opportunity for everyone to
participate 5.4




