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14 Ways to Create 
New Parks 
In Crowded, 

“Built-Out” Cities
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1. Buy the Land
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2. Use Urban 
Redevelopment
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3. Turn Part-Time Schoolyards . . . .
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. . . . Into Full-Time Parks
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4. Turn Filled-Up Landfills . . . . 
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. . . . Into Brand New Parks
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5. Make Double Use of Storm Water 
Retention Ponds . . . 
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From Seattle . . . to Staten Island

Thursday, March 10, 2011



6. Turn Cemeteries for the Dead… 
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…into Parks for the Living…
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…and even for their Dogs
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7. Rooftop Parks -- 
from Tampa . . . .
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. . . . to Manhattan . . .
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. . . to San Francisco
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8. Decking Reservoirs with Parkland
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9. Community Gardens
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10. Rail-Trails, from D.C. . . . . 
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. . . . to Minneapolis . . . .  
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. . . . to New York   

Thursday, March 10, 2011



Thursday, March 10, 2011



Thursday, March 10, 2011



Thursday, March 10, 2011



11. Benefiting from Boulevards
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12. Closing Park Roads to Cars. . . 
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…Temporarily or 
Permanently
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.  .  . or Removing Roads Entirely
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13. Decking Roads over with Parks
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14. Removing Excessive Parking
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The Excellent City 
Park System

What Makes it Great, and How to 
Get There

For more information:

Peter Harnik, Director 
Center for City Park Excellence  

Trust for Public Land  
660 Pennsylvania Ave. S.E., Suite 401 

Washington, D.C. 20003  
202-543-7552  

Peter.Harnik@TPL.org
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