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what’s wrong with cesar chavez street?
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designed for peak vehicle flow*

inefficient use of valuable space

one-dimensional design

encourages speeding

unnecessarily wide for pedestrians

*PEAK hoUR oCCURS ~2hRS/DAY, 5 DAYS/WEEK,  
  oR 6% oF ThE TIME
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high speed and pedestrian danger
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Quality of life and street experience
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lastly, flooding...
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multi-modality 
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stormwater
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Two design charrettes with consultants... 

Cityworks JaCobs/MaCdonald (design) 
nelson\nygaard (transportation) 
sherwood design (storMwater)

AND agency representatives.

City planning 
departMent of publiC works (dpw) 
MuniCipal transportation agenCy (Mta) 
publiC utilities CoMMission (puC)

charrettes
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M AY  2 0 0 8
C O M M U N I T Y  D E S I G N  W O R K S H O P .
      C E S A R  C H AV E Z  S T R E E T

W H AT  I S  M O R E  I M P O R TA N T  T O  Y O U ?
“No one gets everything; everyone gets something.”

EASIER TO
WALK and CROSS

LESS DELAY 
FOR CARS

NEUTRAL

EASIER TO
BIKE

LESS DELAY 
FOR CARS

NEUTRAL

1.

Median

Median

public workshops

M AY  2 0 0 8
C O M M U N I T Y  D E S I G N  W O R K S H O P .
      C E S A R  C H AV E Z  S T R E E T

W H AT  I S  M O R E  I M P O R TA N T  T O  Y O U ?
“No one gets everything; everyone gets something.”

WIDER
SIDEWALKS

WIDER
MEDIAN

NEUTRAL

MORE SPACE
FOR PEOPLE

MORE SPACE
FOR CARS

NEUTRAL

3.

Median

Median
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public workshops

A U G U S T  2 0 0 8
C O M M U N I T Y  D E S I G N  W O R K S H O P .
      C E S A R  C H AV E Z  S T R E E T

d E S I G N  A LT E R N AT I V E
m E D I A N  O P T I O N
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14’ 64’

15’8’36.5’

r=12’

COMMENTS:

FEATURES:

14’ planted median

 Regular spacing of trees on median and sidewalks

 Corner bulb extensions at most intersections

 Pedestrian refuge areas halfway through cross-walk

 Pedestrian lighting

 Bike lanes

 4 lanes of traffic with turning pockets

 Stormwater planters

A U G U S T  2 0 0 8
C O M M U N I T Y  D E S I G N  W O R K S H O P .
      C E S A R  C H AV E Z  S T R E E T

d E S I G N  A LT E R N AT I V E
b O U L E VA R D  O P T I O N
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10

’
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5’

64’

15’8’36.5’

10
’

r=12’

COMMENTS:

FEATURES:

8-10’ off-center planted median

 Regular spacing of trees on median and sidewalks

 Corner bulb extensions at most intersections

 Pedestrian lighting

 Westbound bike lane through access road, east   
 bound bike lane.

 4 lanes of traffic; left turns prohibited where 
 boule vard exists.

 Stormwater planters

A U G U S T  2 0 0 8
c o m m U n i T y  d e S i G n  w o r k S h o p .
     c e S A r  c h Av e z  S T r e e T

d e S i G n  A LT e r n AT i v e
S i d e w A L k o p T i o n

3

FEATURES:

17’ sidewalks

Regular spacing of trees on median and sidewalks

Corner bulb extensions at most intersections

Pedestrian lighting

Bike lanes

4 lanes of traffic; turn pockets

Stormwater planters
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8’15

15’

8’

8’
10’

10’
5’

8’
10

’
10

’
5’

50’

15’8’36.5’

r=12’

COMMENTS:

MEDIAN oPTIoN: 
APx 60 voTES 

BLvD. oPTIoN: 
APx 2 voTES 

SIDEWALK oPTIoN: 
APx 10 voTES 
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permanent bike lanes

wide planted median

left turn pockets

corner sidewalk extensions

stormwater planters 
energy efficient lighting

street trees
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r=12’

Staggered double row of trees
Visually encloses street
Stormwater & air quality improvements





Demarcate Crosswalk Zone
Slow Turning Car Movements
Create Pedestrian Refuge Area





PEDESTRIAN
REFUGES

ECOLOGICAL STORMWATER
PLANTERS

Increased Pedestrian Visibility
Shortened Crossing Distance
More Usable Sidewalk Space





Allow some of the street’s rainwater to 
permeate into ground
Add greening to the street





Healthy urban forest
Visually enclose street, reduce speed
Stormwater improvements





Protected space in middle of block
Allows pedestrians to cross in two 
phases, should they choose to




Dedicated bicycle lanes

Safer bicycling conditions

Buffer between traffic and parked cars







CORNER
SIDEWALK EXTENSIONS

CROSSWALK
“THUMBNAILS”

WIDENED & PLANTED
CENTER MEDIAN

DEDICATED BIKE LANES
(Bike Plan)

STREET TREES &
LANDSCAPING

NEW LANE
CONFIGURATION (Bike Plan)

Two lanes of through traffic (each way)
Bike lane (each way)
Dedicated left turn pockets





cesar chavez redesign
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CESAR CHAVEZ - GREEN STREET BMP LOCATIONS
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

25' 100'50'

DATE: SEPT. 14, 2009

Identified Locations for LID Improvements along Cesar Chavez Street
Representative Block 
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! ! ! major sewer lines
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C h a n n e l  B a s i n

I s l a i s C r e e k  B a s i n

C e s a r C h a v e z
C o m p l e t e  S t r e e t s  P r o j e c t

Cesar Chavez LID Pilot
Project Area

Cesar Chavez Street Corridor and
Subcatchment Area

MAP 2.
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lid analysis (stormwater benefit)



background      -       design effort      -        implementation effort

implementation coordination

- federal safe-tea (dpw)

- federal srts (mta) 
- prop k local sales tax (mta)

- us epa  (planning)

- ca hcd (planning)

- impact fees (via planning)

- lid enhancements (puc)

- lighting efficiency upgrades (puc)*

Innovative Funding



background      -       design effort      -        implementation effort

- maximize cost efficiencies

- maximize project scope

- minimize neighborhood impact

Implementation Goals

implementation coordination
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lessons learned

- early inter-agency coordination

- capital planning

- inclusive design effort

- creative funding opportunities

- construction coordination





cesarchavez.sfplanning.org


