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The	  Future	  of	  Bay	  Area	  Agriculture	  
	  



Our heritage –  

extraordinary natural and cultural resources 

inspires collective vision and common action to ensure 

 our legacy -  

 

 Bay Area working landscapes that provide,  

in perpetuity, healthy food for the region’s residents and visitors, 

livelihoods for farmers and ranchers, and irreplaceable 

environmental and cultural resources for all 
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Coyote Valley – 7,000 acre non-urban buffer (so far)  
Feasibility Study for a Multifunctional Ag Conservancy  



	  
	  THE	  FINAL	  RECOMMENDATIONS	  	  of	  the	  	  
SAN	  FRANCISCO	  	  URBAN-‐RURAL	  ROUNDTABLE	  Presented	  
to	  the	  Gavin	  Newsom	  Mayor	  of	  San	  Francisco,	  2009	  

Recommenda4on	  #4	  
Bay	  Area	  Agricultural	  Resources	  Sustainability	  Strategy	  	  
Promote	  and	  support	  the	  design	  of	  a	  comprehensive	  
strategy	  for	  conserving	  and	  developing	  the	  full	  sustainable	  
food	  produc4on	  poten4al	  of	  agricultural	  lands	  in	  the	  
region.	  	  





Cri=cal	  Ques=on	  for	  Bay	  Area	  Farmland	  
 
Can	  it	  withstand	  urban	  growth?	  	  
	  
What	  is	  the	  role	  of	  agriculture	  in	  the	  region’s	  
sustainability?	  
	  
What	  is	  the	  poten4al	  market	  for	  locally-‐grown	  food?	  	  
	  
What	  are	  the	  urban	  rural	  rela4onships	  to	  be	  built	  upon?	  
	  
How	  can	  we	  comprehensively	  plan	  for	  agriculture	  in	  the	  
region?	  
	  
 



Farmland of Statewide Importance 

Unique Farmland 

Farmland of Local Importance 

Grazing Land 

Urban and Built Up Land 

Urban Development 1984-2004 

Prime Farmland 

Important Farmland: 

Bay	  Area	  Agriculture,	  2004	  



Bay	  Area	  Farmland	  Today	  
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Bay	  Area	  Farmland	  at	  Risk	  

Acres 



The	  Bay	  Area	  is	  Losing	  Farmland	  



(Thousands) 

Bay	  Area	  Ag	  Valued	  at	  $1.8	  Billion	  	  
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•  Agriculture	  in	  the	  region's	  Sustainable	  Communi=es	  
Strategy	  

•  Bay	  Area	  Agricultural	  Economic	  Development	  
Commission	  

•  Improve	  farmland	  preserva=on	  and	  water	  conserva=on	  
policies	  and	  programs	  

•  Coordina=on	  among	  private	  and	  public	  ins=tu=ons	  that	  
are	  working	  to	  promote	  a	  sustainable	  regional	  food	  
system	  	  

Suppor=ng	  Regional	  Ag	  



 
 
 

Thriving	  Farms	  



 
 
 

Farmland “At Risk” 



 
 
 

Thriving	  Communi=es	  





 
 
 

•  A	  map-‐based	  	  representa=on	  of	  agricultural	  and	  
natural	  values	  across	  the	  Bay	  Area	  
•  Includes	  goals	  and	  an	  overlay	  of	  exis=ng	  data	  	  
•  Farmland,	  Ranchland,	  habitat,	  farmland,	  water	  
resources,	  other	  open	  spaces	  

•  Screening	  tool	  to	  focus	  development	  away	  from	  
important	  areas	  

•  Trade-‐off	  and	  repor=ng	  tool	  to	  evaluate	  land	  use	  
scenarios	  across	  themes	  

The	  “Greenprint”	  



 
 
 

The	  “Greenprint”	  



 
 
 

OneBay	  Area	  Conserva=on	  Grants	  

•  OneBay	  Area	  Grant	  Program	  is	  focused	  on	  
implemen=ng	  the	  Sustainable	  Communi=es	  Strategy	  

•  Proposed	  $5	  million	  conserva=on	  grant	  program;	  
currently	  targeted	  to	  four	  north	  bay	  coun=es.	  

•  Poten=al	  support	  for	  acquisi=on,	  planning	  and	  
programs	  for	  working	  and	  natural	  lands.	  	  



 
 
 


