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KEY ROLES OF PUBLIC PARKS 

•  Enhancing Personal Well-Being and 
Public Health  

•  Incubating a Civil Society 

•  Sustaining a Livable Environment 

•  Providing a Framework for 
Urbanization 
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Central Park Conservancy 
 The Central Park Conservancy is a private, not-
for-profit organization founded in 1980 that 
manages Central Park under a contract with the 
City of New York/Department of Parks and 
Recreation. Thanks to the generosity of many 
individuals, corporations, and foundations, the 
Conservancy has raised more than $300 million 
to date and has transformed Central Park into a 
model for urban parks nationwide. Since its 
founding, the Conservancy has prescribed a 
management and restoration plan for the Park; 
funded major capital improvements; created 
programs for volunteers and visitors; and set new 
standards of excellence in Park care. 
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