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At Reconnecting America, we help 
transform promising ideas into thriving 

communities – where transportation 
choices make it easy to get from place to 

place, where businesses flourish, and 
where people from all walks of life can 
afford to live, work and visit."
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Reconnecting America works through 
partnerships"



Overview: "
•  TOD Typologies 

•  Normative Metrics 

•  Case Studies 

•  Development Scenarios 

•  Policy Implications 



TOD Typologies: Not One Size Fits All"
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Denver: Investment Strategy When Multiple 
Transit Stations Are Coming Online at Once  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Charlotte: An Access Typology that prescribes 
the investments in access that need to be 
made  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Portland: Builds off of a number of different 
typologies to show where regional investments 
will push the market 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Why a Performance Based TOD Typology?"

•  Allows Us to Create a User Friendly Tool 
for Understanding Key Conditions in 
Places that influence GHG emissions"

•  Use existing data to measure stations and 
compare them with one another"

•  Establishes a base condition from which 
stakeholders can identify strategies to 
improve performance"
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Using VMT as the Main Metric"

•  Low VMT Places Tend to have Better Mode Splits"
•  Simplifies the Focus & Discussion"

•  Easier to understand build 1000 units vs. reduce emissions 30%"
•  Transportation relates to many other strategies and goals"

•  User Friendly Tool"
•  Easier to understand build 1000 units vs. reduce emissions 30%"
•  Transportation related to many other strategies and goals"
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VMT Estimation"

•  Modeled on Boston Odometer Readings"

•  Primary Influencers of VMT Performance:"
•  Household Income | Household Size"
•  Commuters per HH | Journey to Work"
•  HH Density | Block Size"
•  Transit Access | Employment Access"

•  Urban Form is a greater influence than socio-
economic indicators "
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Creating the Typology"
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Plotting Every Station"
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What Do Regions Look Like?"
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Chicagoʼs Station Breakdown"
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Bay Area"



Chicago vs. SF Bay Area"
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Normative Metrics"
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Household Auto Ownership"
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Residential Density"
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Case Studies"
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Evaluating Individual Locations"

•  Choosing Case Studies"
•  Existed before 2000 Census"
•  Region Size"
•  Median Income"
•  Type of Transit"

•  Using the Case Studies"
•  Place Type Overview"
•  Regional Context"
•  Comparing to Normative Metrics"
•  Other National Examples"
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Comparing to Normative Metrics"
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Build Your Own"
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Scenario Planning"

24 



Increased Employment Access & HHs by 15%, 
30%, 50% or 2,000 Households"
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VMT Changes Similar Across the Board"
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Scenario Findings"
•  Encouraging development in transit zones can reduce 

VMT"
•  High VMT zones can see significant reductions from 

moderate development"
•  Prioritizing low VMT transit zones for new development 

can produce the largest reductions in total regional VMT."
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Possible Policy Implications"
•  Typology"

•  Understanding Transit Ridership Better"
•  Comparing Regions and Transit Networks"
•  Creating Incentives to Plan for Reduced VMT"

•  Normative Metrics"
•  Improving Public Health"
•  Upgrading Station Area Design"
•  Linking VMT Strategies to Equitable TOD"

•  Scenario Planning"
•  Directing Regional Growth"
•  Guide Visioning Processes"
•  Understanding Impact of Developing Near Transit"
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Next Steps"
•  Web-based tool where individuals can “slide” metrics."
•  Incorporating other metrics (e.g. affordable or equitable 

TOD metrics)"
•  Identifying how to link funding, regulation, and incentives 

to performance"
•  “Performance-based” planning and implementation"
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Thank you! 
Visit Our New Website! 

www.reconnectingamerica.org  
Twitter - @reconnecting  
Blog – Half Mile Circles 

Daily News Feed - Other Side of the Tracks 

Reconnecting America  
PHONE: 510.268.8602 "
WEB: www.reconnectingamerica.org"


