
Update from the 

Emerald City
SPUR, April 8, 2011

MARSHALL FOSTER, PLANNING DIRECTOR

CITY OF SEATTLE

DEPT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT



Seattle Is . . .
An isthmus between Puget Sound and 

Lake Washington…..

608,000 people in a region of 3.4 million

600,000 jobs in a region of 1.9 million

142 square miles (3 san franciscos!)

…a working city, still rough around the 

edges

…surrounded by unparalleled nature

…not quite comfortable  with big ideas or 

being “world class”



Seattle Today…

• Starbucks
• REI
• Costco



Seattle Is . . .

…a working city surrounded by water, mountains, and forests with a strong 

environmental ethic. 







1962 World’s Fair



Seattle Is . . .



Planning Context



King County Urban Growth Boundary



• State Growth Management Act
• Comprehensive Plan

Urban Village Strategy - Grow around existing 
infrastructure, densities and public transportation 

• Neighborhood Plans
Plans cover 38 neighborhoods

Comprehensive Plan 
“Toward a Sustainable Seattle”



Seattle’s Housing Growth 

Progress Toward Residential Growth Targets

First 5 Years of 20-Year Planning Period

20-Year Growth 

Targets

2005-2024

(Households) 

Net New 

Housing 

Units

Share of Target Met 

2005-2009

Total Inside Urban Centers & Villages 39,430 16,082 41%

Urban Centers (total) 27,450 9,270 34%

Downtown 10,000 3,824 38%

First Hill/Capitol Hill 3,500 1,375 39%

University Community 2,450 810 33%

Northgate 2,500 730 29%

South Lake Union 8,000 1,597 20%

Uptown 1,000 934 93%

Hub Urban Villages (total) 4,800 2,900 60%

Residential Urban Villages  (total) 7,180 3,916 55%

Total Outside Urban Centers & Villages 7,570 4,860 64%

GRAND TOTAL (Seattle as a whole) 47,000 20,942 45%

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Net New Units 
(updated figures)

3,812 3,300 2,553 2,211 2,321 3,118 2,886 3,672 3,975 7,350 3,649 



Seattle’s Changing Demographics (3)

1990 
Census 

2000 
Census 

2007-2009 
American 

Community 
Survey

(Estimates for 3-
year period)

% pop. who are foreign born
Up in ‘90s; Change since 2000 within MOE

13.1%* 16.9%* 16.6%*

% pop. (age 5+) speaking language other 
than English at home 
Up in‘90s; Change since 2000 within MOE

15.4%* 20.2%* 20.0%*

% adults (age 25+) w/bachelors’ degree or 
higher 

37.9%* 47.2%* 55.0%*

% working residents (age 16+) commuting 
via non SOV-mode** 

41.3%* 43.5%* 52.9%*

% of housing units in multifamily structure  46.9% 50.4%* 53.4%*

% of HHs who own their housing unit 
Down slightly in ‘90s
Varied since 2000 (up temporarily, then falling)

48.9% 48.4% 49.5%*

Sources and notes
1990 and 2000 Decennial Census; and 2007 to 2009 three-year estimates from American Community Survey (ACS).  (See previous slide)
*Estimate based on a sample (either ACS, or Decennial Census long form).                                      
**Non-SOV:  other than driving alone in car, truck, or van.



Transportation 

Initiatives

• Link Light Rail

• Sounder 

Commuter Rail

http://www.flickr.com/photos/litlnemo/3729419044/


Projects





Multifamily Code Update



Multifamily Code Update



Multifamily Code Update



Energy Disclosure

Cliff Majersik, Institute for Market Transformation
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Seattle’s Implementation Schedule
Sector Requirements

Commercial/ Institutional  Mandatory disclosure of Energy Star Portfolio 
Manager benchmarking data and rating

 Reported through EPA secure server 

Properties > 50,000 SF
868 Buildings, 155 million SF

 By Oct 3, 2011 and annually thereafter
(6-month grace period from Apr 1, 2011)

Properties 10,000 to 50,000 SF
2,330 Buildings, 49 million SF

 By Apr 1, 2012 and annually thereafter

Large Multi-Family  Mandatory disclosure of Energy Star Portfolio 
Manager benchmarking data

 Reported through EPA secure server

Properties With ≥ 5 Units
5,760 Buildings 
93,800 Units

 By Apr 1, 2012 and annually thereafter







South Lake Union 



Growth Targets

Jobs

Residents
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• Planned for significant 
growth – most 
aggressive targets in 
Seattle

• 2004-2024:

– 16,000 new jobs 
(+200%)

– 8,000 new 
households 
(+700%)

• New PSRC growth 
allocations



• Space for community 
center / arts uses

• Diverse open spaces 
– playgrounds, 
plazas, mews

• Create active street 
frontages, preserve 
light, air and views

• Housing for families

• LEED-ND Pilot

Urban Center Neighborhood Plan



Urban Form Study
• Phase I:  Develop 

Alternatives (2010)

• Phase II:  EIS Analysis

(2011)

• Phase III:  Rezone

(2012)









Yesler
Terrace





Yesler Terrace: Neighborhood



Yesler Terrace: Neighborhood



Yesler Terrace: Electricy Grid



Yesler Terrace: Metabolic Landscapes



Urban Context



Urban Context

















More than 1200 participants to date

• What makes a great waterfront?

• Which if the following uses are 
most important to you? Least 
important to you?

• What are two main uses that 
would attract you?

• What would you most love to see? 
Be most disappointed to see?

• If we could do one thing to 
improve the waterfront now, 
what would that be?
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Public Survey
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Public Survey
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What’s Next?



http://www.flickr.com/photos/21351669@N02/5160052219/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/worldchanging/3933080937/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ambrosia_apples/405548183/
http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/uS2y-J9t0A1HVR9cLPECKg?feat=embedwebsite
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South Downtown






