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Landscape Urbanism 

                     Death of America’s Downtowns 

Suburban Shopping Mall 

                         Corporate Office Park 

 Diagram: Jobs and shopping exit the Downtown Core (1960) 



 

 Victor Gruen – Father of the indoor shopping mall  (1960)                  Southdale Shopping Mall, Edina, Minnesota (1952) 
                                                                                                                                                                 “America’s First indoor shopping mall” 



The introverted center: Southdale Shopping Mall, Edina, Minnesota (1952)                   Architect: Victor Gruen Associates  
 
”I hope all shopping malls end up neglected,    
abandoned and forgotten, I refuse to pay 
alimony for those bastard developments.”  
 
 

                                                                         - Victor Gruen, Father of the indoor shopping mall, 1978  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



    Victor Gruen’s skylit Suburban “Town Square”                            Southdale Shopping Mall, Edina, Minnesota (1952)                        

 
 
 
”It is our belief that there is much need for actual         
shopping centers – market places that are also  
centers of commuity and cultural activity.”  
 
                                                                    - Victor Gruen, 1948  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Carolina Place in Pineville, North Carolina 
Oakwood Mall in Eau Claire, Wisconsin 
Greenwood Mall in Bowling Green, Kentucky 
Quail Springs Mall in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  
Lancaster Mall in Salem, Oregon 
Southwest Morrison St. in Portland, Oregon 
Douglaston Mall in Douglaston, New York 
Macy's Men's store in Union Square in San Francisco   
Cottonwood Mall in Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Dover Mall and Commons in Dover, Delaware 
South Towne Center in Sandy, Utah 
Lakeland Square Mall in Lakeland, Florida 
Friendly Center in Greensboro, North Carolina 
Lakewood Center in Lakewood, California 
The Shops at Wiregrass in Wesley Chapel, Florida 
Crossroads Center in Saint Cloud, Minnesota 
Battlefield Mall in Springfield, Missouri 
Sangertown Square in New Hartford, New York 
Westfield Trumbull in Trumbull, Connecticut 
Montgomery Mall in North Wales, Pennsylvania 
Starwood National Mall Portfolio in Plano, Texas 
Peachtree Mall in Columbus, Georgia                                        
Glenbrook Square in Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Oglethorpe Mall in Savannah, Georgia 
Visalia Mall in Visalia, California 
Willowbrook Mall in Houston, Texas 
Town East Mall in Mesquite, Texas 
Bend River Promenade in Bend, Oregon 
Tucson Mall in Tucson, Arizona 
Sunvalley Shopping Center in Concord, California 
Meadowood Mall in Reno, Nevada 
Penn Square Mall in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

         
 



 

Macys, Akron, Ohio 



 



 

Mall “ruin porn” 



 

                             The economic argument for “urbanism”, the changing demographics of cities,  
                          Lifestyle Centers/Santana Row…and the death of the Suburban shopping mall.  



       “Lifestyle Urbanism” – Times Square, NYC  (2009)                   “The Urban Spectacle” – ATT Park, San Francisco (2000)  



 



       The Santana Row Effect  (opened 2002)       



 



 

                Santana Row, San Jose, California (2002)                          Urban Model: La Rambla, Barcelona, Spain (since 1377)   



 



 

      ABQ Uptown, Albuquerque, NM (2006) 



 

The Winrock shopping center, Albuqerque, New Mexico  (1961)  



The extroverted center: Winrock “Town Center”, Albuqerque, New Mexico  (2017)  



                                                              The County Seat Courthouse Square: Moultrie, Colquitt County, Georgia (Founded 1859)                    

 
 
”The shopping center can be the ‘new’ Town Square.”  
                                                                              - Victor Gruen, 1948  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



       The Civic, Economic, Social and Cultural “capital” of the Courthouse Square Town in the Suburbs  

 

Gregory Peck in Monroeville Courthouse – “To Kill a Mockingbird” 



      Jefferson’s NW Ordinance National Grid (1787)                 6x6 mile Townships, 1 x 1 mile Sections, Reserved Sections                                                 



        Map of all 3,141 Counties in the United States                         Map of Central-type County Seat Courthouse Squares 



  “Arch-typal” Courthouse Square – Clinton, Missouri                 Aerial of Clinton County Seat Courthouse Square (1836) 



             Bas relief symbol for City – Nimrud (2700 BC)                         Babylon– Nebecanezzer’s Holy Precinct (2000 BC) 



                            Castra Plan Diagram                                                          Breadth of Roman Empire (280 AD)  
                   (Forum, Insulae, Cardo, Decumanus) 



        Plan of Castra city of Timgad, Algeria (100AD)                                    Aerial of Timgad looking toward the Forum 



                                 Denton, Texas (1866)                                                                     Waxahachie, Texas (1850) 
 
                              Cardo and Decumanus Courthouse Square Towns in the American Landscape  

Courthouse Square  

Courthouse Square  



• Waxahachie, Texas (1850) 
• Waxahachie, Texas (1850) 

 

              Courthouse Square: York, York County, Nebraska (1869) 



 

                                        The County Seat Courthouse Square: Claude, Armstrong County, Texas (Founded 1887) 



 

  Courthouse Square: Claude, Texas (Janurary 2017)  



 

       Trump’s America: Claude, Texas (2017) 



The Galleria, Dallas, Texas (1982) 



   Mall of America, Bloomington, Minnesota  (opened 1992)           Mall of America “upscale” expansion (nearly complete) 
 



 

                                                                                                                                   (1377) 
 
 
          Location, Location, Location: Santana Row, San Jose and La Rambla, Barcelona  



 

Connective Urbanism: from the Port to Plaza Catalonia 



 

 Levittown, New York -  first production-built housing in the U.S. (1947)     San Jose displayed at 12,000 ft. @ Hwy 85 near 101  
  



 

Disconnective Urbanism: from Nowhere to Nowhere 



 

                                                                                   City Centers, Town Centers, “Enclave Urbanism” 



             Bas relief symbol for City – Nimrud (2700 BC)                City Place Santa Clara – “Enclave Urbanism” approved (2016) 



 



             Bas relief symbol for City – Nimrud (2700 BC)                                               Car Dealer Map – Atlanta (2014) 
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