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WHY A PUBLIC 
REALM PLAN?
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The PastWhy Now?

 There have been 20 plans and studies conducted in Fisherman’s 
Wharf over the past 45 years

 The good news is that they are amazingly consistent in their 
recommendations

Fisherman’s Wharf Visitor Survey, CBD, 2006

Fisherman’s Wharf Planning Committee Recs., BCDC/Port, 2004

Muni E-Line Extension Feasibility Study, NPS/Muni/Presidio Trust, Dec. 2004

Fisherman’s Wharf Area Plan: Trans. Issues and Opps, Port/BCDC, 2003

Existing Transportation Conditions for Fisherman’s Wharf, Port/DPT, 2003

Fish Alley Study Area Historic Resources Eval. & Design Recs., 2001

San Francisco Waterfront Special Area Plan, BCDC, July 2000

SF North of Market Parking Study Update, DPT, August 2000

Pier 45/Fisherman’s Wharf Access and Circulation Study Findings and Recommendations Summary Report, 
December 1996



The Past
 There have been 20 plans and studies conducted in Fisherman’s 

Wharf over the past 45 years

 The good news is that they are amazingly consistent in their 
recommendations

The Port of San Francisco Waterfront Land Use Plan, 1997

General Management Plan, SF Maritime Nat’l Historical Park, Oct. 1997 

Waterfront Land Use Plan - Design & Access Element, 1997

Fisherman’s Wharf Area Plan, Draft, July 1993

Fisherman’s Wharf Action Plan, August 1981

General Management Plan, Golden Gate-Point Reyes, September 1980

Report of Mayor’s Citizens Committee for the Preservation and Beautification of the Fisherman’s Wharf Area, 
May 1974

San Francisco Bay Plan, BCDC, 1969

A Plan for Fisherman’s Wharf, 1961

Why Now?
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Fisherman’s Wharf Public Realm Plan will improve the 
pedestrian and cyclist conditions along Jefferson Street, and 
improve the overall aesthetic quality of streets, open spaces 
and new development in the area.



Plan Outline

 Create a streetscape plan for 
entire area

 Build and refurbish public 
open spaces

 Develop a parking and 
circulation plan

 Develop design guidelines 
for new development

 Redesign Jefferson Street



Plan Outline What’s Different About This Plan?
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Comparable in Scale to Many Other Walkable Districts



Comparable in Scale to Many Other Walkable Districts



Jefferson Street can be a single pedestrian experience



What Should the Character of Fisherman’s Wharf Be?













Jefferson Street - 26,000
Pier 39 - 70,000



Jefferson Street - 65,000
Pier 39 - 104,000



Fisherman’s Wharf Mostly a Weekend Destination



The Design Does Not Reflect Who Uses the Street



No Place To Stop and Take In The Scene



Uneven Distribution of Café Seating



Thousands of People, But No Place to Stop





Boring Street Frontages Along Most Blocks



Boring Street Frontages Along Most Blocks



INSPIRATION



New York CityOther Cities
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Santa Cruz, CAOther Cities
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San José, CAOther Cities
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Other Cities



Granville Island, VancouverOther Cities



JEFFERSON 
STREET
REDESIGN



Jefferson Street
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Jefferson Street



Between Leavenworth and HydeJefferson Street



Between Leavenworth and HydeJefferson Street



Jefferson Street Pedestrians and Vehicles



Jefferson Street



Jefferson Street



STREETSCAPE
PLAN



URBAN DESIGN 
GUIDELINES



PARKING and 
TRAFFIC
PLAN



OPEN SPACE
PLAN



THANK YOU!


