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July 19, 2004

Mr. Michael Kriozere

Rincon Ventures LLC

c/o UrbanWest Associates of San Diego
6335 El Camino del Teatro

La Jolla, CA 92037

Re: Proposed Residential Development at One Rincon Hill
Dear Mr. Kriozere:

On behalf of the members of the SPUR Urban Design Review Committee, we would
like to thank the members of your project team for bringing the proposed residential
development at One Rincon Hill to our group for consideration and review at our June
10, 2004 meeting.

The mission of the SPUR Urban Design Review Committee is to consider projects that
are of citywide importance and to evaluate them according to criteria related to land
use, public realm interface and environmental effects. In all cases, we are seeking a
combination of excellent design solutions that will ensure the positive contribution of
each project to a safe, comfortable, visually appealing and useful urban setting for the
people who live and work in San Francisco.

As a result of our review and discussion of the One Rincon Hill project, we provide
the following comments for your information and action:

1) Land Use:

The committee noted with great appreciation that plans for One Rincon Hill are
claimed to be fully compliant with the objectives of the Rincon Hill Plan, a downtown
neighborhood initiative currently pending environmental review. Certainly it has been
very difficult to mediate between the more protracted timetable of a community
planning process and the economic pressures and citywide demand for housing that
are compelling a more rapid development of the Rincon Hill area. So it is all the more
heartening when project sponsors make every effort to respond to overall urban plan-
ning and design goals in such a fluid planning environment.

One Rincon Hill requires the demolition of a commercial office building, garage and
clock tower, to be replaced by 720 units of housing in two towers (one 450 feet and



